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The Gary Interstate is always on the lookout for information on what was
in our history. The Crystal Palace is always a place of interest and we
find it here in a July 3, 1890 issue.
Crystal Palace
Mr. E.J. Gorton, who resides in section 28, Township 117, range 47, in
the Township of Antelope Valley, Has dwelling situated on the North East
one fourth of the Northeast one fourth of said section.
Mr. Gorton is a native of the state of Michigan, came to Wisconsin a
number of years ago and settled in the town of Areadia, Trempeauieau
County, and engaged in the mercantile business. In the year of 1878,
business being in a depressed condition, he moved his stock of goods to
Gary, erected the building now known as the Crystal Palace and started
Crystal Palace
into the mercantile business.
Gary had been settled a number of years before, but owing to the grasshoppers that invaded the Western country, the
railroad company abandoned their road west of Marshall, Minnesota., excepting the running of the hand car or an old engine
over the track once or twice a year to hold their land grant. As a result the country West of Marshall was entirely unsettled so
Mr. Gorton, coming in with the settlement, came one year too early with his stock of goods, for nearly every one of the settlers
who came in that year, took up land, broke a little and returned to the states to winter and Mr. Gorton found himself in the winter of 1878 and 1879 with a stock of goods and no customers. He wrote to his creditors, informing them of the outlook and
offering to turn over his goods to them if they would accept them as part payment. They came up and took the goods, Mr.
Gorton not even withholding back enough to purchase himself a team.
In the meantime he had taken up the land upon which he now resides and with the pluck of a true Westerner he moved his
family upon his future farm in the spring of 1870. His family consisted of himself and wife, and an invalid mother and an
adopted son. He had neither money nor team nor in fact anything to commence farming with. Himself a small man who had
done scarcely a days work in his life. His mother had a little means, but only enough to purchase a team of oxen, which had
the answer for farm and carriage team. If they wish to drive to Gary, 8 miles, they must start before daylight if they expected
to get back the same day; if they were in a hurry they went on foot.
Mr. Gorton's farm is a high, slightly rolling prairie on which there is neither a running stream nor lake so he has to depend
wholly upon well water. He has to wells at the house where a death of 23 feet furnishes abundance of good pure water; another well in the pasture only 6 feet deep where the water rises nearly to the top of the ground. He has a frame dwelling 16 x
20, within addition 14 x 16; a barn 28 x 40; a granary 16 x 36 and horse barn 14 x 32. He has several head of horses, 23
head a cattle, 10 of them giving milk, quite a number of hogs, and a flock of chickens that are giving them a good profit.
He has 200 acres under cultivation on his homestead and his mother's adjoining and nice grove of trees around his house.
Has into crop this year 100 acres of wheat, 35 of flax, 25 of votes, and 15 of corn and is summer following a part of his land.
He sells his cream to the creamery. Mr. Gorton is today a successful farmer and through nothing but shear pluck.
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Agnes Helmbolt

Arlys Vivian Ormseth

(March 20, 1929 - December 27,
2012)

(January 26, 1930 - January 19, 2013)

Arlys Ormseth, age 82, of Canby, MN passed
away on Saturday, January 19, 2013 at her daughters
home on Lake Cochrane near Gary, SD.
A celebration of her life will be held this summer
with family and friends at Lake Cochrane. No formal
services will be held.
Arlys Vivian Ormseth was born on January 26,
1930 in Canby, Minnesota to Ralph W. and Augusta
E. (Kraft) Shippy. She graduated from Canby High
School and enrolled in teachers training in Canby.
She then went on to St. Cloud State and Mankato to
further her education to become a teacher. She taught
for over forty years in Clear Lake, Taunton, Gary and
country schools in this area. Arlys taught kindergarten through sixth grade and she was happiest teaching sixth graders. Education was very important to
Arlys.
Arlys was united in marriage to Russell Ormseth
on October 2, 1953 at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church in Canby, MN. She was a lifelong resident of
Canby minus a few years spent in Washington.
She enjoyed quilting, reading and collecting items
she bought at auctions. She also enjoyed traveling
especially to Alaska. Time spent with her golden retrievers was joyful and time spent with her family
and friends was priceless.
Arlys was a member of Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church and the VFW Ladies Auxiliary of Canby.
Grateful for having shared Arlys’ life are her five
children: Jim (Faye) Ormseth of Bonita Springs, FL,
Richard (Steve) Ormseth of Washington, DC, Carol
(Jeff) Jung of Brookings, SD, Jane (Mark Garrow)
Ormseth of (Lake Cochrane) Gary, SD, Judy (Joe)
Petersen of Minneota, MN; eight grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews, and
friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Russell
Ormseth; parents Ralph and Augusta Shippy; two
brothers, Wayne and Wilbur Shippy; one sister,
Dorothy Shippy-Ormseth
Blessed be her memory.
Birk Funeral Home of Canby is entrusted with the
arrangements.

Agnes Helmbolt, age
83, of Gary, SD, passed
away Thursday, December
27, 2012 at the Deuel
County Good Samaritan
Society in Clear Lake, SD.
Memorial service will
be held 10:30 a.m. on
Monday, December 31,
2012 at United Methodist
Church in Gary with Pastor Frank McKeehan officiating. Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at
the church. Inurnment will be in Grandview Cemetery.
Houseman Funeral Home is entrusted with the arrangements.
Agnes was born March 20, 1929 in Sully County,
SD, the daughter of Jens & Ada (Tidrick) Jensen. After school, she stayed at home and helped with caring
of her siblings. She did work at the Blind School in
Gary, SD for two years. On October 11, 1947, she
married Clyde Helmbolt and they lived in Gary their
entire life. She did upholstery work at her home for
many years. Clyde passed away on August 31, 2008,
and then Agnes entered in the Deuel County Good Samaritan Society in December 2008.
She was a member of United Methodist Church for
several years. Agnes loved to go fishing, ceramics and
playing card and board games. For many years, Agnes
sold fireworks at the stand 9 miles west of Canby.
Agnes is survived by her two sons, Lyndon Helmbolt of Stamford, CT and Roger (Cindy) Helmbolt of
Watertown, SD and daughter, Marilyn Kray of Clara
City, MN; seven grandchildren; seventeen great grandchildren; brother, Orville (Kae) Jensen of Venice, FL.
She was preceded in death by her husband Clyde; parents; son, Marvin-who drowned in Lake Elsie; infant
daughter, Linda Jo; grandson, Cory Lynn Helmbolt;
son-in-law Peter Kray; four sisters & two brothers.
Blessed be her memory.
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Harry Olsen

ketball and baseball well into his adult life. In baseball, he played in four South Dakota state tournaments while playing with Gary, and finished his career playing with Canby. He managed the Gary Junior Legion baseball team. Many nights during the
cold winter, Harry would milk the cows early and
referee Minnesota and South Dakota basketball
games to supplement their farm income.
Harry was an active member of First Lutheran
Church in Gary, SD, Florida Lutheran Church in
rural Canby, MN and Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church in Canby, MN. During these years, he
served on various church boards and sang bass in
church choirs for 64 years. Other community organizations were the Manfred Township board,
Canby Vo-Tech Advisory board, and Canby Senior
Citizens.
After retiring from the farm, Ole enjoyed watching sports of all kinds, restoring antique furniture,
gardening, canning, making lefse, and attending his
kids’ and grandkids’ events. He enthusiastically
welcomed a game of cards and the lunch that followed.
Harry was humble, loyal and honest. Above all,
he loved the Lord. Harry’s happiest times were
those spent with family and friends.
He is survived by his loving wife, Margaret of 63
years: his four children: Annette Olsen of Glenwood, MN, Neil (Brenda) Olsen of Omaha, NE, Jan
(Jason) Steele of Gary, SD, and Dean (Anne) Olsen
of St. James, MN. His grandchildren include:
Michal (Brad) Randt, Marin (Pat) Rajdl, Hannah
(John) Shirkey, Emma (David) Larson, Brooke
(friend Majid) Olsen, Seth (Christi) Olsen, Justin
(Jessica) Steele, Kaleb (Brenda) Steele, Lydia
(Mahmoud) Fall, Madeline Olsen and John Olsen.
He is also survived by five delightful great grandchildren: Annika, Addyson, Alia, Rylan, and Cooper. He is also survived by his two sisters: Eldeen
(Arnold) Baer, Ona Woldt, his aunt Inez Olsen,
cousins, nieces and nephews

(January 5, 1925 - January 23,
2013)

Harry Olsen, age 88, of
Canby, passed away
Wednesday, January 23,
2013 at the Sanford
Canby Medical Center.
Funeral service will be
10:30 am on Monday,
January 28, 2013 at Our
Saviour’s Lutheran
Church in Canby with
Rev. Janet Colby and Rev. Levi Bollerud officiating.
Visitation will be 4-7 pm on Sunday at the church
with a prayer service at 7 pm. Visitation will continue on Monday one hour prior to the service. Burial
will be in St. Stephen’s Cemetery, rural Canby.
In lieu of flowers, please consider contributions to
the Cornerstone Fund at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, PO Box 8, Canby, MN 56220.
Harry Richard Olsen was born January 5, 1925, to
Louis and Mary (Lund) Olsen in Canby, Minnesota.
He was baptized and confirmed at Marble Lutheran
Church, Lincoln County, Minnesota. He attended
rural school in Marble Township and graduated from
Gary High School in 1943. He married his high
school sweetheart, Margaret Sanden on December 4,
1949 at the Gary Methodist Church. Harry and Margaret were blessed with four children: Annette, Neil,
Jan, and Dean.
During the Depression in the 30’s, when Harry
was a youngster, their family left their home in Marble Township and moved in 1939 to a larger farm in
Manfred Township in rural Gary, South Dakota.
When Harry and Margaret were married, they built a
new home on land purchased from his parents. On
this farm they raised turkeys, chickens, pheasants and
built a state of the art cattle feeding system. In addition to his love of farming, this farm was his wildlife
preserve which he shared generously with others.
All his life, Harry was a sports enthusiast! When
area towns had independent teams, he played bas-
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This month I’d like to introduce you to several great eateries. The first is the Campus Grill at MN West Canby Campus on the West edge of Canby. Karen Eickhoff
and Nancy Thompson are ready to take your orders and serve you Monday—Friday
from 7:30 am-1pm. Take outs are available. This is a win-win situation for the community and the
school as it integrates
the students into the
community and lets
the community visit the campus in a less structured environment The food is home style
cooking and the prices reasonable, after all they
are cooking for collage students who are on a
strict budget! As long as the schools are open
the Grill is open. You can call them at 507-2231350 or like them on Face Book and check out
the daily menu updates.

Student lounge and Campus Grill at MN West Canby Campus

Now we take a trip back into town and stop at
Subway. On this day when these pictures were
taken, it was a bright
and sunny day in December and the local
coffee drinkers were
chatting, then started
complaining about how bright it was and that what was badly needed was shades
on the windows. So, the personnel wanting to keep their customers happy went
out and bought “shades” [sunglasses] for the coffee drinkers! These men are now
known as the Subway Mafia! Growing up, my Dad always told me that the Boss
and the customer was always right. Guess these Subway employees grew up with
the same ethics!
One other wonderful location to grab a bite is the cafeteria at Sanford. In
Canby the older men either gather at Subway or Cenex and the women seem to
go to Sanford. Whether you drop by for a cup of coffee or tea with the girls or a
meal wherever you go make it a relaxing fun filled eating event.
Until next time…
Joyce Baer
4

Robert Drew spent many years of study under the direction of the foremost teachers and musicians of the Northwest. He began his early violin training under Jos.
Peyer and Mark McKendrick. This was followed by a year’s study with Jan Billy,
and string quartette playing under Errico Sansone. Mr. Sansone, who was at that time
concertmaster of the St. Paul Symphony Orchestra, was a former director of the
Naples Opera.
Mr. Drew was also a violin pupil of Wm. Warville Nelson and later began the
study of harmony, orchestration and conducting under this well known band director.
Abe Pepinski solo viola with the St. Paul Symphony Orchestra and a pupil of Henri
Martean of Berlin, was also one of Drew’s teachers. Mr. Drew studied viola, violin,
and ensemble playing under his direction. During this time he also studied harmony
with Dr. Wallingford
Reigger, assistant conductor and cellist with the St. Paul Symphony Orchestra. Dr.
Reigger, who is now director of the Theory Department at the Ithaca Conservatory of
Music, is one of the leading composers in this country.
Mr. Drew is a former clarinet pupil of Walter West and Otto Heger of the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra.
Mr. Drew spent the summers of 1925-26 at the McPhail School of Music studying theory with F. W. Mueller
of Oberlin and Berlin and violin and advanced teaching methods under George Klass, who is a former student of
Leopold Auer. Mr. Drew was granted the Teachers Certificate and was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of
Music from the McPhail School.
Robert Drew taught a private class in St. Paul for a number of years before he accepted the position of instructor at the South Dakota State School for the Blind, which he has held for seven years. He has also been supervisor
of music and teacher of orchestra and band in the Gary Public Schools for five years. Mr. Drew has held the following positions:
Director:-*Starland, Alhambra, Garden and Park Theater Orchestras, St. Paul.
*The Canby Municipal Band, Canby, MN
*The American Legion Band, Gary, SD
Mr. Drew
*The Ladies Orchestra, Clear Lake, SD
was an in
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*The St. Paul Commercial Club Orchestra.
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*The Garrick Theater Orchestra, St. Paul
*The Towler String Quartette, St. Paul
*The Warren String Quartette, St. Paul
Teacher:-*Warren School of Music, St. Paul
*Violin and String Quartette Playing
All of the members of the Gary High School Orchestra
received their instruction under Mr. Drew. This orchestra
has won the Silver Cup at the Brookings High School District Music Contest for two years.
“He has thoroughly mastered the violin techniques of
the Ottaker Sereik Method and I recommend him highly
as a teacher and as a concert violinist and teacher, and recommend him with greatest confidence.” –Wm McPhail.
(for Two Years a Pupil Ottaker Sereik, Prague, Bohemia.)
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1872…Railroad entry into
Dakota Territory, at Gary,
SD. The first railroad into
the State. B.J. Cochrane
arrives, first permanent
white settler in Deuel
County. The first election
was held in Gust Carlson’s
store, 500 votes cast, but
were not accepted as legal
at Yankton, then the Capitol of Dakota Territory.
Gary consisted of an empty
depot, round house, Capt.
Herrick’s dug out, and little
board store of Gus Carlson.
1873…First locomotive and
train reached Gary in May.
Mike Nosbush was recently recognized for his 25 years of dedication
and outstanding service to the City of Gary. Mike started working for the
City of Gary in December of 1987. He is the street & water superintendent
and is responsible for streets, water, sewer, parks, cemetery, etc. Except
for seasonal help in the summer months, he handles all departments on his
own and has been known to take calls all hours of the day. Mayor Jeff
Engesser presented Mike with a plaque and gift certificate from the City in
honor of his outstanding service.
1870…Capt. H.H. Herrick first came to Gary, remained a
short time and then returned to Iowa, where he met and
married Elizabeth Goephert in 1871. He returned to Gary in
1872. He resided in Gary until 1906, then moving to Newberg, Oregon. Born Dec. 9, 1829 – died Dec. 8, 1913
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
On April 23, 1968 The United Methodist Church was created when the “Evangelical United Brethren” and
the “Methodist Church” were united to become “The United Methodist Church”. Since that day the “Methodist
Church” of Gary South Dakota has become “The United Methodist Church” of Gary South Dakota.
Methodism began in the United States in 1736 as a lay movement of the Church of England. The American Revolution had a profound impact on the Methodist Lay movement. John Wesley” the Church of England
Priest” who founded the Methodist Lay movement was a Tory and his writing against the revolutionary cause did
not enhance the image of “Methodists” in the American colonies. Furthermore
many Methodist’s refused to bear arms to aid the patriots.
When independence from England had been won, John Wesley recognized that changes were necessary in
American Methodism. He sent Priests from the Church of England to America and in December of 1784 the
“Methodist Episcopal Church” was formed.
The Methodist Episcopal Church grew from that humble beginning to become the largest Protestant denomination in American. The period from 1817 to 1843 saw amazing growth of “Methodism” in the United
States.
During the Civil war the Methodist Episcopal Church was split over the issue of slavery. In 1845 the split
was made official and the Methodist Episcopal Church split into the Methodist Episcopal Church North and the
Methodist Episcopal Church South. It was not until 1939 that the two denominations merged into what was
called the “Methodist Church”.
The Gary Methodist Episcopal Church North was founded 1879 and met in people’s homes or the school.
On June 15, 1882 the deed to the present church property was secured from Calvin J. B. Harris and immediately
mortgaged for the sum of $250.00. With the help of this money the church was built in 1883. The church is the
oldest United Methodist Church in South Dakota. In 1887 the church bell was purchased from Baltimore, Maryland. The bell was tolled the first time for the funeral of Mrs. “By” Cochrane. In those days the bell was tolled
once for each year of age the deceased had achieved.
The Gary Methodist Episcopal Church struggled financially from its beginnings and had 18 pastors in its
first 25 year of being. But the members persisted and the church began to grow. It soon had Sunday school, a
church choir, a parsonage for the pastor and a full church on most Sundays.
The Gary” Methodist Episcopal Church North” which became the Gary “Methodist Church and then finally the Gary “United Methodist Church” in 1968 has had many renovations since it was built. The latest renovations where major additions in 1979 and again recently with the addition of an elevator and conference room
added to the church.
Today, the Gary United Methodist Church shares a pastor with the Clear Lake United Methodist Church
and the parsonage is located in Clear Lake. Worship Services are held each Sunday. Sunday school for all ages
is offered. Special events occur often. The Vision Statement of the Gary United Methodist Church is “To Serve
God and to Serve Neighbor’. The Gary United Methodist Church has been doing this since its founding in 1879!
And they look forward to the future “Serving God and Neighbor” in Gary South Dakota.
Rev. Franklin J. McKeehan
Pastor Clear Lake/Gary United Methodist Churches
January 25, 2013
Pastors of the churches in November 1989:
Antelope Hills Church of Christ: Rev. Jim
Allard
Antelope Valley Reformed: Rev. Carl Egstad
Brandt Lutheran, East Highland & Highland:
Rev. Neale Thompson
St Peter’s Catholic: Father Frank Daleiden
United Methodist: Rev. Russell Peirse
First Ev. Lutheran Church: Rev. Bruce Mueller
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"MOM! Don't Clean My Room!"
and More From A Disgruntled Housewife

"Guess what?" I ask my daughter as we pulled out of our meeting spot on a Friday night not too long ago.
"What?" she said with a smile that I knew was not going to last too long.
"We're going to clean your room," I say almost getting a kick out of what her response would be.
"Ugh! I hate it when you help!" She said as she slunk down into the seat of the gray ghost. (Thats what I call a
beat up Yukon that is apparently invisible to animals.)
You know, I don't mind cleaning, washing, feeding and all else that I do, but sometimes it gets to be a little
much.
For example, I stepped outside the other day, and right on my front porch was a huge pile a la Sweetie. The
irony in it? Some how, there was a huge paper towel crumpled up laying right in the middle of it.
HUH?
I know, "only at our place" is the only excuse I can give at this point. The weird thing (yes, even more weird
than a heifer lounging on a front porch) No one else had been out that day because it was so cold, did Fluffy try to
help her? Like, "Suzanne's going to be mad enough that you put a huge pile of pooh on the steps, maybe if I clean
you up she won't be as mad."
Not really, now I have a frozen terd pile with a huge paper towel frozen in it.
On my front porch where everyone has to walk around when they come over.
What's the point of this story?
That I could hire out my heifer for Charmin commercials? No. Well maybe, but I digress.
I think the fact of the matter is, is that even I pulled out NINE bags of trash out of my daughter's bedroom, I
pick up enough food off of my floor daily to make me wonder why we don't have a huge mouse problem (Big D
says it's because "A mouse would walk in here and run out again..it'd think it was one big trap.).
The fact of the matter is, I do love my life. My kids, messy as they are, are pretty cool. They, along with my
husband as caring as he is and as goofy as my cow is....means I should be getting me one heck of a Valentines
Day Gift!
Sincerely,
Fairchild "Wading through the piles" Farmgirl
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Have you been to our web site?
www.experiencegarysd.com
It is loaded with interesting information, including, Bill Stone’s book at:
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm
Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook
Please LIKE us there
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Thank you for sending a print out of the Gary Interstate. It brought back many memories with
names of people I knew like Buck Asher and
Mrs. Woodbury. I also remember the blind
school well. Once we were camped out at a
church camp near there and a powerful wind
storm came up. We were all moved over to the
blind school for protection and spent the night
there. That wind storm blew the Eikamp barn
down and scattered the wood across the prairie. Dad and I had to rebuild the barn.
Art Eikamp

Save the date!

“Gary All School Reunion”
will be held on
July 4, 2013.
More details will follow.
How to Untangle Delicate Necklaces
Use a straight pin to gently pull out all of the knots. If
that doesn't work, place the necklace on a hard, nonporous surface such as glass. Apply several drops of
baby oil or mineral oil to the chain, then use the pin to
untangle the links. Proper storage should help prevent
tangling. Depending on the size of the necklace, you
can drop it through a straw, wrap it around an empty
spool of thread, or hang it on a nail attached to a bulletin board or other surface.

Gary Historical Assoc. continues to move
ahead with preparing the museum for a late
spring opening. We will let you know when
and hope you will come to visit us.

The Gary historical Association is
looking for old toys for one of our
displays in the museum. Got any
in the attic or garage you’d be
willing to share?
You may contact Roger Baer, Curator, at 605-272-2207 or cell
number 605-220-1369.

911 St. Olaf Avenue North
P.O. Box 148
Canby, Minnesota
507-223-5505
www.jims-market.com

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR

 Quality Service  Freshness
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