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Back row L to R: Howard Stuerman, Elmer Stoltenberg, Erwin Baer, Richard 
Sheehan (manager), Ed Dougherty, unknown, Don Millard, Kermit (Woodie) 
Hawley, and Sid Lundquist. (These last four were ‘pick up men from other teams). 
Middle row L to R: William Stone, Clifford (Cle) Carlson, Eldon Stone, Marvin 
Stratton, Harry Olsen, and Barney Potthoff, Font row L to R: Roy Gilbertson, 
Lefty Jacobson, Chuck Sheehan (Bat Boy), James Cole and Ray Dougherty. Photo 
taken at Watertown Stadium. 

Gary Baseball State Tournament Team of 1943 

Back row l to r: Howard Stuerman, Earl Throrson, 

Dick Sheehan, Ed Doughtery, ? Korr, Ray (Buzz) 

Bierne, Eldon Stone, and Roy Doughtery. Seated l 

to r: Harry Olsen, Buck Stangland and Gyp Cole. 
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Top Row l to r: Clifford Carlson, [CF] Loren Dunn, [Utility] Kenneth Hinsvark, [Utility]  C. B. Gehring, [Coach], Ray 

Dougherty, [SS] Donald Eng, [Utility]  Theodore Rupe, [RF] Windel Peden,  Utility]  Bottom Row l to r: Howard Stuer-

man,  [3rd] Louis Lehenertz, [LF] Eldon Stone, [P]  Ed  Dougherty,  [C]  Frank Nevil , [1st]  Wilfred Dunn,  [Utility]  Fre-

derick Simonton. [2nd]   WON 3   Lost 1 
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Tickets yet? 

Got Your 
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Memorial and Biography 

Henry H Herrick 
     Henry H Herrick is the owner and manager of the Herrick House, the leading hotel of Gary, Deuel County, 

South Dakota, and also one of the very earliest settlers of the northwestern part of the state. Mr. Herrick was born 

December 8, 1834, in Painesville, Ohio. His parents were Aldermen B. and Theda Ann “Sweet” Herrick, natives 

respectively of Massachusetts and Ohio. His father was born in 1800 and died in Fairport, Ohio, in 1847. His 

mother died in 1842 at the age of 35. Our subject received a rather scant education, and when little more than a 

boy became a sailor on the great lakes. He later worked as a farm hand, and in 1848 began learning the black-

smiths trade. He worked at the anvil until 1851, but in that year left his native town and removed to Delafield, 

Wisconsin, where he joined the party of surveyors bound for the Wisconsin River regions. He handled the rod 

and chain for about six months and in the spring of 1852 went to St. Paul, Minnesota.  

      From there he returned to the Badger state, and found employment in the pine woods near Osceola. He subse-

quently resumed the nautical life, becoming a steamboat man and then a pilot and finally a skipper in the employ 

of the   Northwestern Union Packet Company. It was while he was in command of the Silas Wright, a steamboat 

which plied between upper Mississippi points that he had one of the most thrilling and eventful experiences of 

his life. On the night of July 28, 1871, while on Lake Pepin, a terrific hurricane, or cyclone, came up, and the 

boat was at once capsized. The 35 people who made up the crew were all saved, however, Mr. Herrick himself 

was only rescued after five hours of terrible suffering, during which time he clung to a piece of timber which she 

had managed to grasp soon after the catastrophe. The following year he gave up his seafaring ways and went fur-

ther west, finally settling in Gary, South Dakota where he has since resided. He filed on a homestead claim in 

section 4, Township 115, range 47, in Deuel County, and a tree claim in section 8. These were the first to claims 

that were ever filed in the county, and the property which they covered is still owned by Mr. Herrick. The first 

move made by the latter after getting his land was to put up a little sod shanty. In the early days there was no 

such thing as regular farming, and he was compelled to support his family by hunting and trapping, suffering 

meanwhile all the hardships and privations which naturally fall to the lot of the pioneer and many more too.   

     Mr. Herrick was one of the first county commissioners of Deuel County, and was for some time chairman of 

the board, serving in all six years. He had the honor of selecting the name for the town of Gary and was the first 

postmaster, having been appointed originally in 1874. Four years later he resigned the position, owing to the 

pressure of other business, but was again appointed in 1882, holding office until Cleveland's first term, when he 

was removed. He then opened a land office for one of the railroads, becoming its “locating agent” at Gary, and 

was instrumental in assisting many hundreds of people to homes. In 1897 

the firm of Herrick and Landrieu was organized, which is still in exis-

tence being one of the most successful real estate firms in the town. 

      In 1878 Mr. Herrick put up Gary's first hotel, and this was superseded 

in 1893 by the present Herrick house, which is modern in all respects, 

with every improvement the most fastidious may desire, and very hand-

somely appointed, while its moderate rates have made it a general favor-

ite with the traveling public.  Mr. Herrick is a Republican politically, and 

now holds the office of justice of the peace. He has been a member of the 

Masonic fraternity since 1862, and for four years has been worshipful 

master of Gate City Lodge, of Gary, being also worshipful master elect. 

He was for one year senior grand warden of the grand Lodge of South 

Dakota. 

     Mr. Herrick has been twice married, his first wife, to whom he was 

wedded in 1858 was formerly Ms. Melvina Hale. The result of this union was three children, Mina, Anna, and 

Henry H., all of whom are now living in Polk County, Wisconsin. On 13 December, 1870, our subject married 

Ms. Elizabeth Goepfert  in St. Charles, Iowa.  Mrs. Herrick was born November 12, 1848 in Worlington:, Ger-

many and is a daughter of Anton and Josephine Engles Goepfert. Her father was born in 1809 and died in Gary, 

November 21, 1895. Her mother, who was born in 1811, now resides in Gary, having attained to the age of 87. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herrick are the parents of four children, Francis, Anthony A., Byron and Henrietta. Anthony was 

the first white child born in Gary and the date of his birth being March 24, 1874. 

     Whom this biography was obtained from the South Dakota state archives by Sharlotte Baer. 

Herrick House Hotel 
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Momma Din't Raise No Fool...Or Maybe She 
Did, Just This Once 

So I'm not proud of this. 
 
My fingers got caught in the garage door to the shop.   
 
It hurts. Bad.   
 
You know what?  It was really stupid. I mean, a person knows that crease is go-
ing to close tight, with or without your fingers in it.  Case in point...my mom did 
raise a fool.  
 
Now onto the other side of the spectrum...I am not raising fools.  I'm raising hard 
workers.  I promise not to brag too much... 
 
But maybe if my kids read this, I may get an extra sink of dishes done or break-
fast in bed.  
 
A gal can try right?  
 
Cody, our oldest has a 40 hour a week job working construction.  "Mom, do you know that I put $35 of gas into my car and it 
didn't even fill it?"    "Yes son, I put $95 into my truck and its only at 3/4 of a tank."  

 
I wonder if he caught my sarcasm? 
 
Ashlyn is picking rock and babysitting working towards a new phone and fun stuff at the Crystal Springs Rodeo.  I told her I got 
a phone when I was 30.  She was unimpressed. 
 
Kara is picking rock and working for me on the produce section of the farm.  She's not only working to buy stuff at the rodeo, 
but she's doing all the record keeping here to use as part of a FFA project.  As a mom I'm super happy.   
 
Grace and Rachel even got in on a little rock picking.  When asked what Rachel thought she should make for three hours of 
picking, she thought her price would be about $100.   Grace said her other money making project for the summer was going to 
create artwork for the Gary art show during the 4th of July Festivities.  She was going to call it refrigerator art. LOL! 
 
So what did I do for summertime work when I was their age?  Picked worms for a local bait shop.  $9 per thousand.  My sisters 
and I would make enough money each summer for buying school clothes in the fall. When I told my kids that I did that and 
asked if they ever would I got this reply: 
 
"Gross mom," accompanied by a look like I was half crazy.  I think they'll just stick to picking rock for area farmers. 
 
Have a great month of July!  Enjoy family, friends, and the town of Gary and surrounding areas.  There's so much fun to be 
had! 
 
Fairchild Farmgirl 

 

 

Fairchild Farmgirl 

I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

http://fairchildfarmgirl.blogspot.com/2013/06/momma-dint-raise-no-foolor-maybe-she.html
http://fairchildfarmgirl.blogspot.com/2013/06/momma-dint-raise-no-foolor-maybe-she.html
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Continuation of the Battle of Greasy Grass or Custer’s Last Stand... 
 
Custer contemplated a surprise attack against the encampment the following morning of June 

26, but he then received a report informing him several hostile Indians had discovered the trail 

left by his troops. Assuming his presence had been exposed, Custer decided to attack the vil-

lage without further delay. On the morning of June 25, Custer divided his 

12 companies into three battalions in anticipation of the forthcoming en-

gagement. Three companies were placed under the command of Major 

Marcus Reno (A, G, and M); and three were placed under the command 

of Capt. Frederick Benteen (H, D, and K). Five companies (C, E, F, I, 

and L) remained under Custer’s immediate command. The 12th, Company 

B, under Capt. Thomas McDougald, had been assigned to escort the 

slower pack train carrying provisions and additional ammunition. 

     Unbeknownst to Custer, the group of Native Americans seen on his 

trail were actually leaving the encampment on the Big Horn and did not alert the village. Cus-

ter’s scouts warned him about the size of the village, with scout Mitch Bouyer reportedly 

saying, “General, I have been with these Indians for 30 years, and this is the largest village I 

have ever heard of.” Custer’s overriding concern was that the Native American group would 

break up and scatter in different directions. The command began its approach to the Native 

American village at 12 noon and prepared to attack in full daylight. 

Prelude 

Seventh Cavalry organization 

     The Seventh Cavalry was a veteran organization created just after the American Civil War. 

Many men were veterans of the war, including most of the leading officers. A significant por-

tion of the regiment had previously served four-and-a-half years at Ft. Riley, Kansas, during 

which time it fought one major engagement and numerous skirmishes, experiencing casualties 

of 36 killed and 27 wounded. Six other troopers had died of drowning and 51 from cholera epidemics. 

     Half of the 7th Cavalry’s companies had just returned from 18 months of constabulary duty in the Deep South, 

having been recalled to Fort Abraham Lincoln to reassemble the regiment for the campaign. About 20 percent of 

the troopers had been enlisted in the prior seven months (139 of an enlisted roll of 718), were only marginally 

trained, and had no combat or frontier experience. A sizable number of these recruits were immigrants from Ire-

land, England and Germany, just as many of the veteran troopers had been before their enlistments. Archaeologi-

cal evidence suggests that many of these troopers were malnourished and in poor physical condition, despite be-

ing the best-equipped and supplied regiment in the army. 

     Of the 45 officers and 718 troopers then assigned to the 7th Cavalry (including a second lieutenant detached 

from the 20th Infantry and serving in Company L), 14 officers (including the regimental commander, Col. Sam-

uel D. Sturgis) and 152 troopers did not accompany the 7th during the campaign. The ratio of troops detached for 

other duty (approximately 22%) was not unusual for an expedition of this size, and part of the officer shortage 

was chronic, due to the Army’s rigid seniority system: three of the regiment’s 12 captains were permanently de-

tached, and two had never served a day with the 7th since their appointment in July 1866. Three second lieutenant 

vacancies (in E, H, and L Companies) were also unfilled. 

Number of Native American combatants 

     Historians continue to debate the number of Indian warriors participating in the battle. They estimate that in 

the overall battle, the warriors outnumbered the 7th Cavalry by approximately three to one, or roughly 1,800 

against 600. In Custer’s fight, this ratio could have increased to as high as nine to one (1,800 against 200) after 

his isolated command became the main focus of the fighting. Some historians, however, claim the ratio of the 

Custer fight to be as low as three to one. Custer’s detachment was certainly outnumbered and was caught in the 

open on unfamiliar terrain. Within weeks of the battle, the public estimate by whites of the number of Indian war-

riors rapidly increased. For example, in a letter to his wife dated soon after the battle, Benteen indicates 3,000 In-

dians; his later estimates were much higher. Some recent research points to a force of Indians much closer in size 

to Custer’s own, however. 

     As the Army moved into the field on its expedition, it was operating with incorrect assumptions as to the num-

ber of Indians it would encounter. The Army’s assumptions were based on inaccurate information provided by  

Major Marcus Reno 

Capt. Thomas 

McDougald,  
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the Indian Agents that no more than 800 hostiles were in the area. The Indian 

Agents based the 800 number on the number of Lakota led by Sitting Bull 

and other leaders off the reservation in protest of US Government policies. 

This was a correct estimate until several weeks before the battle, when the 

“reservation Indians” joined Sitting Bull’s ranks for the summer buffalo hunt. 

As one historian wrote: “The (US) Army’s strength estimate didn’t change, 

because the civilian Indian agents on the reservations didn’t tell the Army that 

large numbers of Indians had left.” Nor did the agents take into account the 

many thousands of “reservation Indians” who had “unofficially” left the res-

ervation to join their “uncooperative non-reservation cousins led by Sitting 

Bull”. The latter were those groups who had indicated that they were not go-

ing to cooperate with the US Government and live on reservation lands. Thus, 

Custer unknowingly faced thousands of Indians, in addition to the 800 non-

reservation “hostiles”. All Army plans were based on the incorrect numbers. 

While after the battle, Custer was severely criticized for not having accepted 

reinforcements and for dividing his forces, it must be understood that he had 

accepted the same official Government estimates of hostiles in the area which Terry and Gibbon also accepted. 

     Additionally, Custer was more concerned with preventing the escape of the Lakota and Cheyenne than with 

fighting them. From his own observation, as reported by his trumpeter John Martin (Martini) Custer assumed the 

warriors had been sleeping in the morning of the battle, 

as virtually every native account attested later, giving 

Custer a false estimate of what he was up against. 

When he and his scouts first looked down on the vil-

lage from Crow’s Nest across the Little Bighorn River, 

they could only see the herd of ponies. Looking from a 

hill 2.5 miles (4.0 km) after parting with Reno’s com-

mand, Custer could observe only women preparing for 

the day, and young boys taking thousands of horses out 

to graze south of the village. Custer’s Crow scouts told 

him it was the largest native village they had ever seen. 

When the scouts began changing back into their native 

dress right before the battle, Custer released them from 

his command. While the village was enormous in size, 

Custer thought there were far fewer warriors to defend 

the village. He assumed most of the warriors were still 

asleep in their tepees. 

More next month. . .There are more articles to come, but if you have questions, please let us know and we will 

do our best to get answers for you. We hope you are enjoying these stories and the truth behind them. 

Sitting Bull & General Custer 

Sitting Bull’s Territory 
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Have you been to our web site?  

www.experiencegarysd.com   

It is loaded with interesting information, in-

cluding, Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

 and the Gary High School Orange Book at 

http://

experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

The Gary historical Association is looking for 

old toys for one of our displays 

in the museum.  Got any in the 

attic or garage you’d be willing 

to share? 

You may contact Roger Baer, 

Curator, at 605-272-2207 or cell 

number 605-220-1369.  You can also 

call Ellen Schulte at 605-272-5295. 

Thank you so much! 

Gary Historical 

MUSEUM HOURS 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

WE WILL ALSO OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT ROGER BAER – 605-220-1369 

OR EMAIL rbaer@itctel.com 

Or ELLEN SCHULTE – 605-272-5295 

911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
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