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     Shannon Rose Curtis Vorthmann was recently 

awarded one of the two DNB National Bank’s $1,000 

scholarships in recognition of her academic achieve-

ments and honors.  This scholarship is awarded to a 

graduating high school senior who attends an accred-

ited South Dakota college, university, vocational/

technical school, or community college on a full-time 

basis.  The $1,000 scholarship is jointly funded by 

funds from The South Dakota Bankers Foundation 

and the Gary Branch of DNB National Bank of Clear 

Lake. 

     Shannon is the daughter of Phil and Cheryl Vorth-

mann who live north of Gary, South Dakota where 

they farm.  During high school she was a member of 

the National Honor Society where she did volunteer 

work for the community.  Also, Shannon was a part 

of the dance team for four years and during her senior 

year held the title of captain of the team.  In the fall 

of 2013, she plans on attending South Dakota State 

University in Brookings, South Dakota where she 

will major in pharmacy. 

     John Deslauriers, son of Rob and Julie Deslauriers 

of Gary, South Dakota, was recently awarded one of 

DNB National Bank’s $500 scholarships in recogni-

tion of his academic achievements and honors. 

     John has participated in many school activities.  

During his high school years he was president of FFA, 

Student Council and Y.A.M.S. and a member of the 

school’s National Honor Society Chapter.  John was 

involved with the sports of cross country, wrestling 

and track.  This last year, he qualified for the state 

wrestling tournament. 

     In the fall of 2013, he plans on attending Lake Area 

Technical Institute majoring in Precision Technology. 

     Robert S. Law, president of DNB National Bank, 

congratulates John on being awarded the $500 scholar-

ship and wishes him success as he continues his educa-

tion. 

Congratulations  to  

Shannon and John 



Donald "Deadeye" Limberg  
(April 14, 1939 - July 5, 2013)  

 
      Donald “Deadeye” Lim-
berg, age 74, of Gary, SD 
passed away Friday, July 5, 
2013 in the Sanford Canby  
Medical Center, Canby. Fu-
neral service will be 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 10, 2013 in 
the United Methodist  
Church, Gary, SD. Burial will 
be in the Grandview Cemetery, Gary. Visitation  
will be Wednesday one hour prior to the service at 
the church.  
     Donald Duane “Deadeye” Limberg was born 
April 14, 1939 to Eilly and Viola (Hillman) Limberg 
on a farm in Antelope Valley north of Gary, SD. He 
was raised there and graduated from Gary High 
School in 1957. Following his education he entered 
the United States Air Force serving from 1957 to 
1961 and was stationed mostly in Texas. He re-
turned home and began driving truck for several 
years. During this time, he also enjoyed being a 
guide in Montana. Later, he worked in carpentry 
with his father and brother Harvey, which he did 
until retiring in the early 2000’s. Deadeye passed 
away on Friday, July 5, 2013 in the Sanford Canby 
Medical Center at the age of 74 years, 2 months 
and 21 days.  
He was a member of the United Methodist Church 
in Gary. Deadeye was proud of being an Eagle 
Scout and as an adult was a Boy Scout Leader. 
Since his retirement Deadeye loved to work in his 
garden at home.  
      He is survived by his wife Cornelia Limberg, 
Marietta, MN; one brother Harvey Limberg, Wa-
tertown, SD; one sister Karen (Jerry) Keimig, Gary, 
SD; many aunt, uncles, nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.  
Deadeye was preceded in death by his parents; two 
sisters Shirley Caldwell and Janice Limberg; and 
one brother Eilly E. “Bubby” Limberg.  
Blessed be his memory. 
 

Eugene Steele  
(December 14, 1925 - July 4, 
2013)  

 
SeMr. Eugene Steele, age 
87, of Gary, SD died 
Thursday, July 4, 2013 at 
the Hendricks Nursing 
Home in Hendricks, MN. 
Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 in 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Gary, SD. Burial will 
be in the Grandview Cemetery, Gary. Visitation 
will be Monday, July 8th at St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church, Gary from 5-7 p.m. with a 7 p.m. Prayer 
Service. The Houseman Funeral Home in Clear 
Lake, SD is entrusted with the arrangements. 
     Eugene Dale Steele was born on December 14, 
1925 to Bert and Clara (Amundson) Steele. He 
moved with his folks as they operated cafes in 
South Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin. Upon 
graduating from high school in Siren, WI in June 
of 1943, Gene enlisted in the US Marine Corp. He 
served in the 5th Corp Artillery Howitzers and 
participated in the Invasion of the Philippines. Af-
ter the war he returned to the states and received 
an honorable discharge in February of 1946. 
     Gene married Betty (Bierne) Steele on June 15, 
1953. They lived in Watertown, SD for five years 
then moved to Lake Cochrane where they ran 
Betty & Gene’s Resort. Gene also owned the Valet 
Cleaners in Canby, MN. Gene went to work at the 
Gary State Bank in 1971. After 26 years in banking 
he retired but was frequently called back to help 
out. 
     Gene was a member of St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church, the American Legion and VFW. He en-
joyed bowling, golfing, hunting and watching 
sports. 
      Gene was preceded in death by his wife, Betty 
Steele; parents Bert and Clara and sister Grace. 
     Gene is lovingly remembered by his two chil-
dren, Lexie (Mike) Glover and Jason (Jan) Steele; 
and three grandchildren: Justin (Jessica) Steele, 
Kaleb (Brenda) Steele and Gabrielle Glover. 
Blessed be his memory. 
 
 



Class of 1963 ~ Front Row, L to R, Ray Hults and 
Pete Olson  Back Row, L to R,  Darwin Hunt, Jim 
McCormick, Ron Stangeland and Don Hartman 

Class of 1965 ~ Back Row, L to R, Keith Brevik, 
Darlene (Denekamp) Evan, Betty (Schaefer) McCor-
mick, and Jerry Denekamp  Front Row, L to R, Ellen 
(Stone) Schulte Bekaert, Wayne Nelson and Darwin 
Engeseth. 

The ’65 class reunion photo’s were contributed by Jerry and Judy Denekamp. We thank you very much for let-
ting us share them in the Gary Interstate. 

Class of 1965 ~ Back Row, L to R, Keith Brevik, 
Darlene (Denekamp) Evan, Betty (Schaefer) McCor-
mick, and Jerry Denekamp  Front Row, L to R, Ellen 
(Stone) Schulte Bekaert, Wayne Nelson and Darwin 
Engeseth. 

On Stage L to R: Darwin Engeseth, Ellen (Stone) 
Schulte Bekaert, Betty (Schaefer) McCormick, Jerry 
Denekamp,  Wayne Nelson,  Darlene (Denekamp) Evan 
and Keith Brevik. Foreground: Margaret Olson who 
was the music teacher for these students. 



July 4, 2013 
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The Gary 16 & Under (16U) team competed in the South Dakota Slowpitch State Tournament in Watertown on July 20-
21.  They ended the tournament as State Runner Up after competing in a total of 8 games.  Members of the team are back 
row:  Jeff Varcoe (coach), Kasey Bigelow (coach), Aavrie Kielty, Jennifer Mueller, Sarah Halldorson, Kaitlin Varcoe, Ricki 
Kallhoff, Ron Antony (coach).  Middle row:  Jessie Kloos, Samantha Antony, Rachel Baer, Karrissa Hoyles, Shonteera 
Haas.  Front row:  Alissa Krause, Meaghan Sievers, Becca Kamrath, Georgialee Quail, Peyton Korinek, Tara Kockelman. 
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     Finally, Custer may have assumed that in the event of his encountering Native Americans, his subordinates 

Benteen and the pack train would quickly come to his aid. Rifle volleys were a standard way of telling supporting 

units to come to another unit’s aid. In a subsequent official 1879 Army investigation requested by Major Reno, 

the Reno Board of Inquiry (RCOI), Benteen and Reno’s men testified that they heard distinct rifle volleys as late 

as 4:30 pm during the battle. 

Battle ~ Reno’s attack 

      The first group to attack was Major Reno’s second detachment (Companies M, A and G), 

conducted after receiving orders from Custer written out by Lt. William W. Cooke, as Cus-

ter’s Crow scouts reported Sioux tribe members were alerting the village. Ordered to charge, 

Reno began that phase of the battle. The orders, made without accurate knowledge of the vil-

lage’s size, location, or the warriors’ propensity to stand and fight, had been to pursue the Na-

tive Americans and “bring them to battle.” Reno’s force crossed the Little Bighorn at the 

mouth of what is today Reno Creek around 3:00 p.m. They immediately realized that the La-

kota and Northern Cheyenne were present “in force and not running away.” 

     Reno advanced rapidly across the open field towards the northwest, his movements masked 

by the thick bramble of trees that ran along the southern banks of the Little Bighorn river. The 

same trees on his front right shielded his movements across the wide field over which his men 

rapidly rode, first with two approximately forty-man companies abreast and eventually with 

all three charging abreast. The trees also obscured Reno’s view of the Native American village until his force had 

passed that bend on his right front and was suddenly within arrow shot of the village. The tepees in that area were 

occupied by the Hunkpapa Sioux. Neither Custer nor Reno had much idea of the length, depth and size of the en-

campment they were attacking, as the village was hidden by the trees. When Reno came into the open in front of 

the south end of the village, he sent his Arikara/Ree and Crow Indian scouts forward on his exposed left flank. 

Realizing the full extent of the village’s width, Reno quickly suspected what he would later call “a trap” and 

stopped a few hundred yards short of the encampment. 

     He ordered his troopers to dismount and deploy in a skirmish line, according to standard army doctrine. In this 

formation, every fourth trooper held the horses for the troopers in firing position, with five to ten yards separating 

each trooper, officers to their rear and troopers with horses behind the officers. This formation reduced Reno’s 

firepower by 25 percent. As Reno’s men fired into the village and killed, by some accounts, 

several wives and children of the Sioux leader, Gall or Pizi, mounted warriors began stream-

ing out to meet the attack. With Reno’s men anchored on their right by the impassible tree 

line and bend in the river, the Indians rode hard against the exposed left end of Reno’s line. 

After about 20 minutes of long-distance firing, Reno had taken only one casualty, but the 

odds against him had risen (Reno estimated five to one) and Custer had not reinforced him. 

Trooper Billy Jackson reported that by then, the Indians had begun massing in the open area 

shielded by a small hill to the left of the Reno’s line and to the right of the Indian village. 

From this position the Indians mounted an attack of more than 500 warriors against the left 

and rear of Reno’s line, turning Reno’s exposed left flank. They forced a hasty withdrawal 

into the timber along the bend in the river. Here the Indians pinned Reno and his men down 

and set fire to the brush to try to drive the soldiers out of their position. 

     After giving orders to mount, dismount and mount again, Reno told his men, “All those who wish to make 

their escape follow me,” and led a disorderly rout across the river toward the bluffs on the other side. The retreat 

was immediately disrupted by Cheyenne attacks at close quarters. Later Reno reported that three officers and 29 

troopers had been killed during the retreat and subsequent fording of the river, with another officer and 13–18 

men missing. Most of these men were left behind in the timber, although many eventually rejoined the detach-

ment. Reno’s hasty retreat may have been precipitated by the death of Reno’s Arikara Scout Bloody Knife, who 

had been shot in the head as he sat on his horse next to Reno, his blood and brains splattering the side of Reno’s 

face.  

Continuation of the Battle of Greasy Grass or Custer’s Last Stand...continued 

Major Marcus Reno 

Chief Gall 



     Returning veterans and teens "aging out" of the 
South Dakota foster system are among the largest 
homeless populations in the state. 
     But a group of private companies work together to 
help give them an education, a job and a place to call 
home in Gary, South Dakota. 
     With a cut of a ribbon, the Midwest Training 
Academy is officially open for business. But for the 
last two weeks, a group of five former foster kids and 
returning veterans have been staying at the Buffalo 
Ridge Resort. 
     Brad Steven's worked on this project for more than 
a year. He's part of a team spending time and money 
to create an academy unlike any other in the state. 
     It was Joe Kolbach's idea after seeing a similar 
program in California.  "I know challenges in life. Life is 
hard sometimes and we all grew up with parents," 
Kolbach said. 
     In unused rooms at this former school for the blind, 
students live for free while earning certificates in the 
areas of hospitality, wind energy maintenance, truck-
ing and welding. 
      Many businesses have donated to the academy 
including this semi and 16 brand new laptop com-
puters. At the end of completion, every student has a 
guaranteed job. 
     "This is an incubator, if you will, to see if it works. 
We've got a couple universities to help measure the 
statistics and see if we're making a difference," Kol-
bach said. 
     The average salary will be in the mid $30,000 
range for graduates. 
     The academy's programs are targeted to growing 
industries in the Mount Rushmore State, something 
Governor Dennis Daugaard says will help South Da-
kota. "It's a win, win, win," Gov. Daugaard said. "It will 
help employers fill jobs, help foster care kids and 
young soldiers get training, and it will fill a need that 
matches up job skills with job openings." 
     Within the first 18 months of foster children "aging 
out" when they turn 18 - up to 50 percent are home-
less and a quarter will be in jail.  © 2013 KEL-

SD Gov. Dennis Daugaard & 

Joe Kolbach with Joe’s 

daughter. 

"This is an incubator, if you will, to see if it 
works. We've got a couple universities to help 

measure the statistics and see if we're making 
a difference," 

 Joe Kolbach said. 

The ribbon cutting 

ceremony 



Watermelon Eating Contest Winners 

This is the first race in Gary 

Kids 

 

1st  Ayden McGee 

2nd  David Grabow 

3rd Emily Ardoff 

Adults 

 

   1st  Jeff Nordseth 

   2nd Tony Schmitt 

   3rd Jessi Jeppeson 

Angie Denelsbeck and Morgan Platte 

Photo Contest Winners: 
 
14 & under—People—Rebecca Kallhoff 
 
14 & under—Nature– 1st Grant Gubrud   2nd Brooke Nelson 
 
15 & 18 —Nature– 1st Ricki Kallhoff        2nd Ricki Kallhoff 
 
Adult —Nature-1st Lee Nelson                 2nd Margarette Johanna 
 

Thank you to all who entered! 

Chloe Stangland, Alyssa Beckius, Cheyenne Fairchild 

and Kennedi McGee 



Hi everybody.  

 

Have you ever had a time in your life that you just needed to get away? We did 

too. For months we waited, dreamed and schemed about our friend's wedding 

in eastern Idaho. Did I mention squirreled money away and didn't buy takeout 

pizza?  

We didn't (okay, so not as often). 

 

This vacation was amazing. Just Ron and me roaming the west, exploring cool 

shops, small museums and great towns. This is a 

picture of Ron in Yellowstone. We were so excited 

to see some elk or something wild. I'm sorry to say 

the only wild thing we saw was a picture of an elk 

on a sign saying caution. It should have said, "but 

if you are driving behind the Fairchild’s don't 

worry...they must have wildlife repellent." Still can't believe we saw NOTHING. 

 

 The wedding was awesome. It was up on the groom’s summer ranch at about 7,000 

feet on Phelps Mountain on about 1,000 acres. Never before did I want endless corn-

fields and flat ground like I did as we wound our way up that mountain on a dirt logging road with no guard rails. 

I "sacredly texted" that's what I called writing 30 texts in about an hour when my phone didn’t' even get signal. 

Ron would get to a bad spot and he'd say, "you just k-e-e-p texting." Or, "don't look this is BAD!" The funniest 

town was by far Cody, WY. We stayed at the Chamberlin. I had to keep a secret from Ron...it was haunted. I've 

mentioned the haunted hotel route before and it was a no go. This time as I read the reviews on other hotels in 

town on Trip Advisor.com, I knew this was the only option. We woke up in that beautiful place the next day and 

he said that he hadn't had such a good night sleep in a long time. I on the other hand, barely slept a wink, worried 

the ghost, "Nancy" the chambermaid was standing over me. I can't remember saying so many prayers in my 

life...with my eyes shut. But over all that was the most beautiful, greatest place...where else would I get choco-

lates on my bed? Okay, at home I guess, but that's because a bunch of kids have just snuck chocolate chips and 

they hid under my blankets to eat them while leaving brown smears on the sheets (from the chocolate of course) 

Hee hee! We also discussed how Butte, Montana needed a guy like Joe Kolbach to fix it up. There could be so 

much done to that historical city. But after a few days, we started to miss the kids and the thought of all the work 

that needed to be done at home ate at us like my kids with a new bag of Nestle Tollhouse. So we ended up cutting 

it short. The other night, Ron asked me "where we at this time last week?" Well, I said as I put my arm around 

him..."we were coming down Phelps Mountain. I didn't see much because I was in the fetal position hiding under 

my sweatshirt." "Oh yeah, that's right", he said with a chuckle.  

 

Good times....good times. I'm back, Fairchild Farmgirl.  

 

 In retrospect...wouldn't it be nice to have a maid? Ghost or not. I say if she can at least pick up the place, she can 

stay. 

  

Fairchild Farmgirl 

I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

Ron Fairchild 



Have you been to our web site?  

www.experiencegarysd.com   

It is loaded with interesting information, in-

cluding, Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

 and the Gary High School Orange Book at 

http://

experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

 

 

 

From the History pages of Canby, MN  
  “70 Years Ago—June 1943” 

     “Please don’t worry all well, and safe, love.’ No other words could have brought more happiness for Mr. and 

Mrs. Clyde Tilbury, residing north of Canby, than did these eight in a telegram which they received last Thurs-

day. The telegram was from their son staff Sergeant Harold E. Tilbury, who had been reported missing in action 

since May 17.” 

     “Ownership of three long –established Canby business places have been changed as the result of deals which 

were completed last week. Gordon Victor, Canby building contractor for the past 17 years, became the owner of 

Huffman’s Hardware; Miss Myrtle A. Anderson, who was manager of the beauty shop at Finsand’s Barber and 

Beauty Shop for many years, has purchased from the estate of the late Ed Finsand; and a company headed by Joe 

Dahl of Madison, assumed possession Erickson’s Elevator, sale 

of which was previously announced.” 

     “Five thousand packages of cigarettes to be distributed free 

to the boys overseas is the goal of the V.F.W. Auxiliary in a 

drive for funds which begins next Saturday.” 

     “Rationing Reminders...Gasoline—’A’ book coupons No.6, 

good for four gallons each, outside the eastern gasoline shortage 

area. Sugar—Coupon No. 13 good for 5 lbs, through August 

15...Coffee—Stamp No.24 (1 lb) is good through June 

30...Shoes—Stamp No.18 (1 pair) became valid June 16.” 

The Gary Historical Association is looking for WWI 

and WWII military memorabilia for one of our dis-

plays in the museum.  Got any in the attic or garage 

you’d be willing to share? You may contact Roger 

Baer, Curator, at 605-272-2207 or cell number 605-

220-1369.  You can also call Ellen Schulte at 605-272

-5295. Thank you so much! 

Gary Historical 

MUSEUM HOURS 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY  

1:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

WE WILL ALSO OPEN IF YOU 

CALL AND REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT:  

ROGER BAER – 605-220-1369 

OR EMAIL rbaer@itctel.com 

Or  

ELLEN SCHULTE – 605-272-5295 

Lemonade 

25¢ 
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