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 During the long and illustrious life 

the Gary Interstate has had some very out-

spoken editors. Perhaps the 

most interesting early day edi-

tors were these three men: W. 

H. Donaldson from 1883-1886 

and again in 1889-1890 

spared no words in his writ-

ing. C. J. Ronald from 1886-

1889 was a staunch Gary sup-

porter later he edited the rival 

Courier of Clear Lake and 

whole heartedly supported 

that community. Doane Robin-

son 1894-1896 was a success-

ful author and later became 

State Historian of South Da-

kota. 

 Interesting to note edi-

tors of area towns would 

carry on feuds sometimes 

erupting into open warfare with each other 

through their papers. Gary not only took 

shots at Clear Lake, but had lively clashes 

with Canby. In the February 4, 1887 issue 

the Canby News editor wrote: The Gary In-

terstate alludes to Canby as a little one 

horse town and includes it with Marietta  

and Kranzburg. If this town is only of one 

horse power, Gary must be of squirt gun cali-

ber. We would not like to live in  

Gary; but we will admit it has one attraction, 

that it is the best place to die in, that we 

know of, as anyone could leave it with fewer 

regrets than any place on 

earth. The change would be 

agreeable if one were pro-

moted to fireman in the land 

where no snow is known.  

 The Gary Interstate re-

sponded with this answer: 

Yes—Mr. Canby News, Gary is 

the best town in which to die 

that we know of. It is a poor 

place to be buried. There is so 

much activity in our business, 

social, manufacturing and 

other institutions that an ordi-

nary corpse would find but lit-

tle rest here. If they die here 

and are buried in the  quiet lit-

tle grave yard twelve miles 

east, there would be little 

choice as to which place their soul would in-

habit in the future The death here would com-

pensate for their chances in heaven while 

their burial in Canby would be next door to 

hell. (From the Gary Interstate, Vol. 113, # 38, Thursday, May 23, 

1991) Thankfully, our Editors have “grown up” over the years, 
and have, we believe, learned to keep their opinions to them-
selves!  

In Retrospect  
  by Buck Asher 

Gary InterInter State 
Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity. 

Gary Historical Association 
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.   

www.experiencegarysd.com 
"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the views of the Gary Historical Association.” 
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  Sandra Faye (Mueller) Hacker 

December 14, 1953—January 20, 2015                                                                                                                                    

 

     Sandy Hacker, age 61, of Gary, SD, 

passed away Tuesday, January 20, 

2015 at the Sanford Canby Medical 

Center. 

     Funeral service will be 11:00 am on Saturday, January 

24th at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Canby with Rev. 

Janet Kettering officiating.  Visitation will be 4-7 pm on 

Friday at the church with a prayer service at 7 pm.  Visita-

tion will continue on Saturday one hour prior to the service.  

Burial will be in Grandview Cemetery, Gary.  Online guest-

book is available at www.birkfuneralhome.com.  Arrange-

ments are with Birk Funeral Home of Canby. 

     Sandra Faye Mueller was born December 14, 1953 in 

Canby, MN, the daughter of Elmer & DeLoris 

“Dode” (Helmberger) Mueller.  She grew up on a farm by 

Burr and in 1956, Elmer & DeLoris moved the family to 

Gary and purchased the café, which was named Dode’s 

Café.  She graduated from Gary High School in 1972 and 

was the Homecoming Queen her senior year.  After high 

school, she worked with her family at Dode’s Café and then 

worked at The Alibi and various other jobs in the area for 

many years, with her last job at Viesmann Trucking. 

     On December 22, 1984, she married Duane Hacker in 

Canby.  In her spare time, Sandy loved to sew, read and 

socialize with friends and family. 

     Sandy is survived by her son, Thane Hacker & Amber of 

Canby; daughter, Michelle (Bill) Rose of Plattsmouth, NE; 

two grandchildren, Grace & Will Rose; siblings, Phyllis 

(Brian) Kompelien of Minneapolis, Dennis Mueller of 

Sioux Falls and Dianna Theisen of Clear Lake, SD and 

many nieces & nephews. 

     Preceding her in death are her parents, Elmer & Dode; 

husband, Duane in 2006; nephew, Greg Theisen. 

Blessed be her memory. 

Lois L. Fitzpatrick  

March 10, 1922—January 27, 2015                                                                                                                                    

 

Lois Fitzpatrick, age 92, of Clear 

Lake, formerly of Gary, SD passed 

away Friday, January 23, 2015 in 

Sanford Clear Lake Medical Cen-

ter. Mass of Christian Burial will 

be 1:00 pm Tuesday, January 27, 

2015 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Clear Lake, SD. 

Burial will be in the Grandview Cemetery, Gary, SD. Visi-

tation will be Tuesday one hour prior to the service at the 

church. The Houseman Funeral Home in Clear Lake, SD is 

entrusted with the arrangements. 

 Lois L. Fitzpatrick was born… March 10, 1922 

near Marietta, Minnesota to Rudolph and Clara (Stamp) 

Kieninger. She graduated from Madison High School in 

1940. 

 On November 30, 1942 she was united in marriage 

to Martin Fitzpatrick in Canby, Minnesota. Following their 

marriage, they farmed for over 60 years near Gary, South 

Dakota. Lois worked for the SD School for the Blind, 

Deuel County Memorial Hospital and Clear Lake Clinic. 

Martin passed away on May 18, 2005. In April of 2005, 

Lois moved to the Hidewood Estates in Clear Lake. She 

passed away on January 23, 2015 in the Sanford Clear Lake 

Medical Center in Clear Lake at the age of 92 years, 10 

months and 14 days. 

 Lois was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

in Clear Lake and the Gary American Legion Auxiliary. 

She enjoyed sewing, gardening and baking. Since moving 

to Clear Lake she has enjoyed word find puzzles and play-

ing Bingo. She loved spending time with family and 

friends. 

 She is lovingly remembered by her daughter Karen 

(Gary) Miller, Kingwood, TX; three grandchildren: Mi-

chael (Janeen Potts) Miller, Brooklyn, NY, Kelly (Justin 

Parham) Fitzpatrick, Sioux Falls, SD and Cory (Jessica) 

Fitzpatrick, Minneapolis, MN; daughter-in-law, Jo Ann 

Fitzpatrick, Sioux Falls, SD, four great grandchildren: 

Owen, Harper, Keagan and Paxton and nieces nephews. 

 Lois was preceded in death by her husband Martin, 

son James, parents and one brother and one sister. 

Blessed be her memory. 

http://www.birkfuneralhome.com
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Old Chief Smoke ~ Oglala Sioux 
Published on December 8, 2014 by Amy 

 
Old Chief Smoke 
Old Chief Smoke (Lakota: Šóta, pronounced Sho-tah) (1774–1864), an original Oglala Sioux head chief. 
Background 
 Smoke’s mother Looking Walker Woman was Teton Oglala Lakota, and his father, Body Parts, 
was Teton Sihásapa Lakota. He had an maternal uncle named Stone Chief or Knife. Smoke was the 
brother to White Cow Woman and Walks As She Thinks. When Smoke was born his parents named him 
“Standing Bull” after his paternal grandfather Standing Buffalo. In his youth he was given a Toklala’s 
name Smoke, then later on, he honored his fourth son “Bad Face” by giving him his name Smoke. He took 
the name of Slow Buffalo Bull, but the Smoke name stuck with him until he died. 
Accomplishments 
 Chief Smoke was a great horse capturer and great warrior in his youth. He achieved military ac-
complishments, and, later on, he rose rapidly as a major and prominent and recognizable headman. Even-
tually the people and council of the Lakota’s chose him as one of the main-chiefs. After the Húŋkpa’ti′la’s 

headman Stone Knife’s death in 1797. Old Man Smoke was the head Chief of one of the major prominent and most dominant and larg-
est seven Lakota divisions: the Teton Húŋkpa’ti′la (The Camp at the End of the Circle), later on, better known as the Oglala Lakota 
Sioux Nation from around 1797-1800 to 1864. 
 He most noted for co-founding the Oglala’s name (Those Who Scatter Their Owns) in 1834. The tribe solidified under central 
governance of Smoke when he became chief in 1797 but the tribe became loosely organized and split into two factions. When Smoke’s 
rival cousin Bull Bear tried to overthrow him as the main chief in 1834, he did not succeed. Instead he became the first chief of the East-
ern Oglalas, when Smoke separated the tribe into two divisions, Kiyaska and Itéšiča bands. The Kiyaska name meaning “Cutt Offs” 
came about when Smoke told Bull Bear and his followers that they were cut off from the tribe. The Itéšiča name meaning “Bad Faces” 
originated from when Bull Bear threw some dust in the face of Smoke after he told Bull Bear that he been cut off. His longstanding feud 
with Bull Bear which resulted in Bull Bear’s death by the hands of Red Cloud in 1841. Chief Smoke’s headdress wasn’t just another 
ordinary headdress. In fact it wasn’t like any other chief’s headdress it was amazingly detailed and designed with the finest and longest 
eagle feathers available. It was longer than Chief Touch the Clouds’s headdress, and it had special significance. Indeed it was most hon-
ored and sacred among the Lakotas. When Chief Smoke stood or walked in full headdress, there was a magnificent train of eagle feath-
ers trailing or dragging on the ground for many feet behind him. He earned these eagle feathers one by one. The Lakota people made and 
awarded him this headdress for his status as a great warrior as well as his many good deeds and a life devoted to and for his people. 
Chief Smoke’s height was 6’5, and his weight was at least 250 pounds but he was muscular and stature. 
Family 
 Chief Smoke also most noted to had five wives; Looking Cloud Woman of the Teton Mnikȟówožu, Comes Out Slow Woman 
of the Teton Oglála, Burnt Her Woman of the Teton Sičháŋǧu, Yellow Haired Woman of the Southern Cheyenne, and Brown Eyes 
Woman of the Teton Húŋkpapȟa. His children included Spotted Horse Woman, Chief Man Afraid of His Horses I, Chief Red Cloud, 
Chief Bull Bear III, Chief Solomon “Smoke” II, Chief American Horse I, Chief Big Mouth, Chief Blue Horse, Woman Dress, and Chief 
No Neck. Only eight out of nine sons of the old Chief Smoke were prominent chiefs of a band of the Lakotas. Big Mouth and Blue 
Horse were twin brothers and they were born in the same year as their cousin Chief Red Cloud, 1822. 
 Spotted Horse Woman was from Smoke’s first wife Looking 
Cloud Woman, Man Afraid of His Horses I and Solomon “Smoke” II was 
from Smoke’s second wife Comes Out Slow Woman, Big Mouth and 
Blue Horse was from Smoke’s third wife Burnt Her Woman, American 
Horse I and Woman Dress was from Smoke’s fourth wife Yellow Haired 
Woman, No Neck was from Smoke’s fifth wife Brown Eyes Woman. 
 The Smoke family was the most prominent and recognized fam-
ily of the Lakotas during the 18th and 19th centuries. He was one of the 
last great Shirt Wearers, a highly prestigious Lakota warrior society. In 
1864 before Chief Smoke died, he gave his War Shirt as a gift to Col. 
William O. Collins after the visit that Col. Collins made to the Smoke’s 
camp.  

911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

https://plus.google.com/109423755338224548765
http://cdn.nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Old-Chief-Smoke.jpg
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Spotted Tail ~ Brulé Lakota 
Published on December 8, 2014 by Amy 

 Siŋté Glešká (pronounced gleh-shka, Spotted Tail) (1823 – August 5, 1881) was a 
Brulé Lakota tribal chief. Although a great warrior in his youth, and having taken part in 
the Grattan massacre, he declined to participate in Red Cloud’s War. He had become con-
vinced of the futility of opposing the white incursions into his homeland; he became a 
statesman, speaking for peace and defending the rights of his tribe. 
 He made several trips to Washington, D.C. in the 1870s to represent his people, 
and was noted for his interest in bringing education to the Sioux. 
Biography 
 Spotted Tail was born about 1823 in the White River country west of the Missouri 
River in present-day South Dakota. During the previous 40 years, the Lakota or Teton 
Sioux had moved from present-day Minnesota and eastern South Dakota to areas west of 
the Missouri. They had differentiated into several sub-tribes or bands, including the 
Saône, Brulé and Oglala. During this time the people adopted the use of horses and ex-
panded their range in hunting the buffalo across their wide grazing patterns. Spotted 
Tail’s father, Cunka or Tangle Hair, was from the Saône band, and his mother, Walks-
with-the-Pipe, was a Brulé. He was given the birth name of Jumping Buffalo. 

 The young man took his warrior name, Spotted Tail, after receiving a gift of a raccoon tail from a white 
trapper; he sometimes wore a raccoon tail in his war headdress (sometimes called war bonnet). He was said to 
be a great warrior. He took part in the Grattan Massacre. Two of his sisters, Iron Between Horns and Kills En-
emy, were married to the elder Crazy Horse, in what was traditional Sioux practice for elite men. Spotted Tail 
may have been the maternal uncle of the famous warrior Crazy Horse, which meant he was a relative of the no-
table Touch the Clouds as well. 

Marriage and family 
 Spotted Tail married and had children. 
 Eugene Ware, a Fort Laramie army officer, wrote that Spotted Tail’s daughter, Ah-ho-appa (Fallen Leaf), 
“… was one of those individuals found in all lands, at all places, and among all people; she was misplaced.” He 
suggested that she adopted some European-American practices, and that she was thought to be secretly in love 
with one of the officers at the fort. 
 When she was dying in 1866, Fallen Leaf made her father promise that she would be buried on a hillside 
overlooking Fort Laramie. The entire garrison at the post helped Spotted Tail to honor her request by arranging 
for a ceremonial funeral, including a Christian service and Sioux ceremony. Many years later, Spotted Tail had 
her remains transported to the Rosebud Indian Agency in South Dakota and re-interred in a traditional Sioux 
way. He put up a monument to her. 
The Treaty of Fort Laramie 
 Spotted Tail agreed to the treaty, which in 1868 established the Great Sioux Reservation in West River, 
west of the Missouri River. In 1871, the senior Spotted Tail visited Washington, D.C., to meet the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker and President Ulysses S. Grant. While there, he met with Red Cloud, a chief of 
the Oglala Lakota, and they agreed to work together on preserving Sioux rights and land. 
 In 1881, following the Black Hills War, Spotted Tail was killed by Crow Dog for reasons which have been 
disputed. According to the historian Dee Brown: 
“White officials… dismissed the killing as the culmination of a quarrel over a woman, but Spotted Tail’s friends 
said that it was the result of a plot to break the power of the chiefs….” 
According to Luther Standing Bear in his memoir My People the Sioux, Spotted Tail was killed by Crow Dog af-
ter taking the wife of a crippled man. Perhaps more significantly, he was said to have sold land not belonging to 
him. Although this angered many of the Sioux leaders, Chief Standing Bear cautioned the others against hasty  

Col. Collins sent the shirt to the Smithsonian Institution as a donation in 1866. The shirt is presently in the collections of the National 

Museum of Natural History: Catalog No. E1851, Department of Anthropology. 

 The last chiefs in the original dynasty of Oglala headmen starting with the great Chief Smoke (1774–1864) were Frank Afraid 

of His Horses (1856–1943, his chieftainship 1900-1943) and Wendell Smoke (1876–1920, his chieftainship 1895-1920). 

Death 

 Chief Smoke died in 1864 nearby Fort Laramie, Wyoming at the age of 89, he died from natural causes of old age. A few days 

after his death, an Army Surgeon Lt. Colonel Henry Schell, stationed at Fort Laramie removed the body of Chief Smoke and sent to the 

Smithsonian Institution Museum. 130 years later the remains of Chief Smoke was returned in 1994 to the Smoke family, and they buried 

him by the town of Porcupine, South Dakota. 
Source: wikipedia 

NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com Unabridged 
Based on the collective work of NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com, © 2015 Native American Encyclopedia. 

Cite This Source | Link To Old Chief Smoke ~ Oglala Sioux  

Spotted Tail 

https://plus.google.com/109423755338224548765
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/native-american-deitiessa/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/native-american-deitiessa/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Chief_Smoke
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/old-chief-smoke-oglala-sioux/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/old-chief-smoke-oglala-sioux/
http://cdn2.nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Spotted-Tail.jpg
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action. Spotted Tail’s flaunting of his presumed power was brought to a head when he stole the wife of a crip-

pled man. When told by a council of chiefs to give the man his wife back, Spotted Tail refused. He said the US 

Government was behind him. At this point, several men decided that Spotted Tail should be killed but, before 
they could act, he was killed by Crow Dog on August 5, 1881. 

 He is buried in Rosebud, South Dakota. 

 A tribal university (Sinte Gleska University) on the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota was 

named for him in 1971.  

Prelude to the Great Sioux War of 1876-77 

 In 1874, George Armstrong Custer led a reconnaissance mission into Sioux territory that reported gold 
in the Black Hills, an area held sacred by the local Indians. Formerly, the Army tried to keep miners out but did 

not succeed; the threat of violence grew. In May 1875, delegations headed by Spotted Tail, Red Cloud, and Lone 

Horn traveled to Washington, D.C. in a last-ditch attempt to persuade President Grant to honor existing treaties 

and stem the flow of miners into their territories. The Indians met with Grant, Secretary of the Interior Delano, 

and Commissioner of Indian Affairs Smith, who informed them that Congress wanted to resolve the matter by 
giving the tribes $25,000 for their land and resettling them into Indian Territory. The Indians rejected such a 

treaty, with Spotted Tail’s reply to the proposition being as follows: 

“My father, I have considered all the Great Father told me, and have come here to give you an answer…. When I 

was here before, the President gave me my country, and I put my stake down in a good place, and there I want 

to stay…. I respect the Treaty (doubtless referring to the 1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie) but the white men who 

come in our country do not. You speak of another country, but it is not my country; it does not concern me, 
and I want nothing to do with it. I was not born there…. If it is such a good country, you ought to send the 

white men now in our country there and let us alone….” 

 Although the chieftains did not achieve their goal of gaining exclusion of miners, Spotted Tail and Red 

Cloud did not take part in or support the Great Sioux War of 1876-1877 led by Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull. 

Death in 1881, and Impact on Indian Law and Tribal Sovereignty 
 On August 5, 1881, after a long simmering feud, Crow Dog shot and killed Chief Spotted Tail (who was 

also at the Grattan massacre), on the Rosebud Indian Reservation. Crow Dog was arrested and tried in a terri-

torial court in Deadwood, Dakota Territory, and found guilty of murder and sentenced to hang. In the case of 

Ex parte Crow Dog[8] the US Supreme Court overturned the verdict be-

cause the Deadwood Court had no jurisdiction in a case of one Indian 

killing another on reservation lands. Crow Dog was released and returned 
to the Rosebud. 

 Spotted Tail’s death influenced critical Indian law principles, long 

after his death. The case of Ex parte Crow Dog established that Indian 

tribes retain their sovereignty. The case also motivated the immediate 

creation, starting in 1885 of a series of federal statutes laying out the di-
vision of power between federal courts and Indian tribal courts to try In-

dian and non-Indian persons, in different circumstances for different 

crimes on Indian reservations. However Ex parte Crow Dog also estab-

lished the plenary powers doctrine, giving Congress the power to pass 

any law they choose (including laws altering treaties that had been previ-

ously entered into), even over the opposition of the tribes or tribes af-
fected. 
Source: wikipedia 

NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com Unabridged 
Based on the collective work of NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com, © 2015 Native American Encyclopedia. 

Cite This Source | Link To Spotted Tail ~ Brulé Lakota  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spotted_Tail
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/spotted-tail-brule-lakota/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/spotted-tail-brule-lakota/
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Red Cloud – Ogala Makhpiya-Luta Indian ~ Lakota 
Published on December 12, 2011 by Amy 

 
 Red Cloud’s success in confrontations with the United States 
government marked him as a warrior and a statesman and certainly 
one of the most important Lakota leaders of the nineteenth century. 
 Red Cloud was born near what is now North Platte, Nebraska. 
His mother was an Oglala and his father, who died in Red Cloud’s 
youth, was a Brulé. Red Cloud was raised in the household of his 
maternal uncle, Chief Smoke. 
 Much of Red Cloud’s early life was spent at war, most often 
against the neighboring Pawnee and Crow and at times against other 
Oglala. In 1841 he killed one of his uncle’s primary rivals, an event 
which divided the Oglala for the next fifty years. He gained promi-
nence within the Lakota nation for his leadership in territorial wars 
against the Pawnees, Crows, Utes and Shoshones. 
 Beginning in 1866, Red Cloud orchestrated the most success-

ful war against the United States ever fought by an Indian nation. 
The army had begun to construct forts along the Bozeman Trail, 
which ran through the heart of Lakota territory in present-day Wyo-
ming to the Montana gold fields from Colorado’s South Platte River. 
As caravans of miners and settlers began to cross the Lakota’s land, 

Red Cloud was haunted by the vision of Minnesota’s expulsion of the Eastern Lakota in 1862 and 
1863. So he launched a series of assaults on the forts, most notably the crushing defeat of Lieuten-
ant Colonel William Fetterman’s column of eighty men just outside Fort Phil Kearny, Wyoming, in De-
cember of 1866. The garrisons were kept in a state of exhausting fear of further attacks through the 
rest of the winter. 
 Red Cloud’s strategies were so successful that by 1868 the United States government had 
agreed to the Fort Laramie Treaty. The treaty’s remarkable provisions mandated that the United 
States abandon its forts along the Bozeman Trail and guarantee the Lakota their possession of what 
is now the Western half of South Dakota, including the Black Hills, along with much of Montana and 
Wyoming. 
 The peace, of course, did not last. Custer’s 1874 Black Hills expedition again brought war to 
the northern Plains, a war that would mean the end of independent Indian nations. For reasons 
which are not entirely clear, Red Cloud did not join Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull and other war leaders in 
the Lakota War of 1876-77. However, after the military defeat of the Lakota nation, Red Cloud contin-
ued to fight for the needs and autonomy of his people, even if in less obvious or dramatic ways than 
waging war. 
 Throughout the 1880s Red Cloud struggled with Pine Ridge Indian Agent Valentine McGilly-
cuddy over the distribution of government food and supplies and the control of the Indian police 
force. He was eventually successful in securing McGillycuddy’s dismissal. Red Cloud cultivated con-
tacts with sympathetic Eastern reformers, especially Thomas A. Bland, and was not above pretending 
for political effect to be more acculturated to white ways than he actually was. 
 Fearing the Army’s presence on his reservation, Red Cloud refrained from endorsing the Ghost 
Dance movement, and unlike Sitting Bull and Big Foot, he escaped the Army’s occupation unscathed. 
Thereafter he continued to fight to preserve the authority of chiefs such as himself, opposed leasing 
Lakota lands to whites, and vainly fought allotment of Indian reservations into individual tracts un-
der the 1887 Dawes Act. He died in 1909, a testiment to the variety of ways in which Indians resisted 
their conquest. 
Source: thewildwest 

NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com Unabridged 
Based on the collective work of NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com, © 2015 Native American Encyclopedia. 

Cite This Source | Link To Red Cloud – Ogala Makhpiya-Luta Indian ~ Lakota  

 

Red Cloud  (1822-1909) 

https://plus.google.com/109423755338224548765
http://thewildwest.org/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/red-cloud-ogala-makhpiya-luta-indian/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/red-cloud-ogala-makhpiya-luta-indian/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/red-cloud-ogala-makhpiya-luta-indian/red-cloud-2/
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 I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 
Suzanne Fairchild Suzanne Fairchild 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
Married Life at the Fairchild Farm 
  
 So, before I talk about Valentine’s Day and all that February has to offer…wait, what does it 
have to offer besides Valentine’s Day? Lack of vitamin D causing winter depression, the snowiest 
month of the year, only a fifty-fifty chance your other half may get you something on that special 
day… 
Okay, so February isn’t really all that’s cracked up to be.  But let me tell you about my January 
quick.  It was our tenth anniversary on the 23rd!  Can you believe someone actually had the GUTS 
to put up with me for ten whole years?  
 Wow is all I can say.  I’m proud of the man. 
 All kidding aside, we truly have had a great life together in the last ten years. Has it been 
easy?  No.  I’m sure after we made up after a fight and drove to Gary to get a pop at the Alibi, he 
still wanted to throw me into Bailey’s slew on the way home.  I’m sure there were times I wanted to 
put ExLax in his dessert after I gave him a kiss and said “it didn’t matter anyway” (maybe that’s 
why he always wants me to try the food before he eats it if we’ve fought). 
 Currently, each morning I listen to a bible teaching podcast where currently the pastor is do-
ing a 6 part segment on marriage.  It turns out that conflict is good for a marriage.  Who would’ve 
thunk it, right? But if you think about it, he’s right.  It helps you to learn to appreciate each other’s 
differences.   
 As long as you try.  
 Trying, we’ve come to learn, is what it’s all about.    Ron has taught me so many things 
about woodworking, livestock, the outdoors, hunting and PATIENCE.  I’ve taught him a lot about 
art, to learn how to take chances, type A personalities, believe in yourself and in the situation you’re 
in, but most importantly to eat my cooking even when you don’t like it.  Especially in front of the 
kids.   
See, it works well.  
 In ten years we have had six kids together.  I remember when Grace our first child together 
was 2 months old and I found out I was pregnant again.  I thought I was going to have a nervous 
breakdown after the hellacious labor I had with Grace.  I’m so glad I’m not a complete wuss about 
pain, believed in what God had in store for us and went on to have the rest of the kiddos.  I would-
n’t trade anyone of them for the world.   
 You know the saying, “for richer or poorer”? Well we’ve got the “poorer” down pat but out 
of those times have came the best times I have ever had.  Like one year the feedlot sat empty and we 
couldn’t afford a tree for Christmas.  We all thought about it for a while and decided that we were 
going to make a tree.  We went out and cut down the little pear tree that had died, painted it white, 
put some of the kids craft glitter on it and thought it was the best thing since sliced bread.  The 
kids still talk about how great it was.  Money can’t buy that kind of togetherness and love.  I think 
that’s truly where the “richer” comes in to play.  
 We have had some great times together, just Ron and I.  Some of our favorite times were driv-
ing down to the movie theater in Marshall, getting popcorn and taking back roads home and just 
talking about stuff.  Our overnight trips out to the Black Hills to eat at our favorite restaurant and 
staying overnight in a hotel is right up there as well.  
 So back to February, it’s the month of love.  You don’t have to buy your sweetie anything ex-
travagant, unless you want to of course.  Just somehow take some time to show them how impor-
tant they are to you, even if it’s making them a nice dinner or washing their car.  Just do something 
that you don’t normally do.  Believe me, it’s worth it.  
 But if you fight the day before and it’s not completely resolved ladies…there’s some open wa-
ter by Baileys Slew.  Don’t go for a drive to get a pop.  And guys, be wary of a pan of brownies that 
taste a  little minty and gritty. 
 
Until next month,  
Fairchild Farmgirl 
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Greetings from the Tree of Life Ministry on the Rosebud Reservation, Mission, SD.   

Tree of Life is a Christian ministry supported by the United Methodist Church as well as 

other faith groups.  TOL includes the Warm Welcome Center, Food Pantry, noon meal site, 

and the Thrift Shop nearby. The Gary UMC connection to TOL began In 1997 when Pat and 

John Leucke, from Clear Lake, were called by God to serve the very profound needs at Rosebud and became the first volun-

teer missionaries to the ministry. After 7 ½ years Pat and John Luecke turned the TOL staffing over to Russell and Donna 

Masartis and they have expanded the services to meet the changing needs of this very resource poor area.  They are not dis-

couraged or frustrated by situations beyond their control and they rejoice in the accomplishments of the people they serve. 

 

Tree of Life Ministry 

Mission Statement 

Nurture the body: “Ťaċaη ḱi awaηḱiglaḱaṗi" 
Strengthen the Culture: "Laḱol woiċuη yuwaṡ’aḱaṗo" 

Enhance the Spirit: "Naġi ḱi yuwaṡ’aḱaṗo ” 
(Translation by Chief Duane Hollow Horn Bear) 

 

 
 Our first goal is to NURTURE the body – because of severe poverty our first services include a food pantry, 

clothing distribution, meal site, emergency home repairs, and cross cultural education. 
 Our second goal is to respect and STRENGTHEN the sovereignty, economy, culture and history of the La-

kota and Dakota. As people who walk “The Jesus Road”, we would demonstrate our faith in a way that is culturally appro-

priate, and understand that the Native Americans who may accept the Christian faith may never abandon their faith-rituals 

or form a European-style church format while practicing our traditional rituals. This second goal would also include design-

ing our programs to meet goals of the tribe so that they may take the lead while we supply support. Our strengthening pro-

grams would encourage and incorporate the leadership of Native Americans in nurturing programs. 
 Our third goal is to EMBRACE the Spirit through recognizing and encouraging faith and belief in the work 

and love of the Creator, as culturally expressed. As Christians we would demonstrate the message of Jesus rather than 

the ritual of the church. This goal is a spiritual one; to reclaim the faith, virtues and hope of the people. As part of the world-

community we would encourage praying and working together toward the self-sufficiency of the tribes. “Woiḱiċuη hena 

ṫaηḱa na as’iη piĉa” “To make greater in value or desirability”  

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

If you’d like to help, consider these specific needs: 

--Laundry soap, clothes line & clothes pins 

--Diapers, baby wipes, newborn layette kits 

--Progresso-type soups, nonperishable food items, black tea 

--Pretty things including candles and jewelry 

--Bedding and pillows (a luxury that is very much appreciated) 

--Clothing for men, infants and children 

--portable electric heaters 

--home repair materials 

--small electrical appliances, kitchen wares 

--cash donations to sponsor the 300+ noon meals served M-F 

Actually, there is pretty much nothing that isn’t used and welcome—except old encyclopedias and things made out of cor-

duroy.  Donna says the population there just doesn’t prefer that ribbed fabric!  They have an abundance of women’s cloth-

ing, but are always in need of infant, children and mens. 

 

Each April and October, the Gary UMC sponsors either a van or trailer to transport donated items to Rosebud.  Contact 

Lily Bekaert (605-272-5203) or Elonne Veen, Gary (605-272-5282) UMW leaders, for more information. 

Tree of Life Ministry, Rosebud 
PO Box 149 

140 S Roosevelt Road   Mission, SD 57555-0149 
Russell Masartis, Executive Director 

Office Phone: 605-856-4266 
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Have you been to our web site?  
www.experiencegarysd.com   

It is loaded with interesting information, including, 
Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

 and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there 

Gary Historical 

WE WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL 

AND REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT:  

Ellen Schulte 

 605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

Joyce Keimig 

605-272-5558 

Did you know?  

To download the film in HD, burn your own, or order a free copy of 
the DVD, visit http://www.dakota38.com/ In honoring honor native 
traditions surrounding ceremonies, we are screening and distributing 
“38” as a gift rather than for sale. 
 
 This is a yearly trek the Lakota people make. So if you see 
them on their horses in December traveling from SD to MN make 
them welcome and let them know you support them...a handshake, 
cup of coffee, coco, food, even just a wave and a smile would mean a 
great deal. job 

Native Americans invented the Canoe and Kayak and are considered the best 

method of transport in shallow and difficult waters throughout the world.  

The largest reservation in the United States is the Navajo Reservation com-

prising over 16 million acres of land across the states of Arizona, New Mex-

ico, and Utah.  

John Bennett, of the Chickasaw Nation, was the first Native American in 

space. On the evening of Nov. 23, 2002 his Space Shuttle launched and he 

would spend the next 11 days in orbit.  

Before the arrival of Europeans, Native Americans were the only people in 

the world to enjoy Popcorn, Peanuts, Maple Syrup, Corn, Squash, Wild Rice, 

Strawberries, Potatoes, Tomatoes, to name a few items.  

Native Americans and Aboriginal Peoples had their own recipe to resolve 

coughs. The Balsam of Pine trees were used to make a tea that helped relieve 

coughs. Many cough syrups today use the same ingredients.

Love is all around !!!! 
Share some with others 

https://www.paypal.com/us
http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/story-the-lost-wife-sioux-lore/#
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Enhance Enhance   
Gary, SDGary, SD  

Machine Shed Annex 

Gary Historical Association 

2014 Building Fund Drive  

Donate to Donate to 
GHAGHA  

All School Reunion 

 
The Gary School celebration will be held on Saturday, July 4th.  It will he held at the American Legion Hall, the same as last 

year.  Socializing will start at 11am with the meal served at 12 pm during which there will be visiting, followed by more reminiscing if 

necessary. 

The Gary High School classes to be honored this year are those whose graduation year ends in 0 or 5.  At this time, we are 

aware of three classes that are planning reunions or at least will be represented by a classmate.  You do not need to be a member of the 

graduating class to enjoy these get-togethers.  If you attended school with them for any period of time, either grade school or high 

school, you are welcome.  Spouses are also welcome as always. 

The Class of 1945 is planning to gather and at this time, 5 of the total of 16 classmates have indicated that they plan to attend.  

Members of this class that are interested in joining them can contact Margaret Sanden Olsen in Canby for information and to indicate 

their plans for attending. 

 One member of the Class of 1950 plans to attend.  Since they were a small class (8), they are accustomed to small gatherings.  

Unless they experience a surge in attendance, this class member and his wife will plan to crash either the party of the Class of 1945 or 

the Class of 1955.  For information or to notify us if you plan to attend, email Ray Eng at eng_10@msn.com. 

The Class of 1955, being younger and more active, have plans for a good attendance.  To date, 16 members of the class 

(including spouses) have indicated their desire to attend.  They will meet at the Rock Room in Buffalo Ridge Resort for dinner on Fri-

day, July 3rd in addition to attending the All School Reunion on Saturday.  They have also invited 5 members of earlier classes to join 

them.  Anyone wanting information on this class reunion or to join them, can contact Jim Eng at jdeeje@msn.com. 

 If other 0/5 classes are planning reunions, please email eng_10@msn.com so we can publicize it in future Interstates.  We look 

forward to gathering with classmates and anyone interested in the history of the Gary School at the All School Reunion on Saturday, 

July 4th. 

You’ll come. 

       Gary Historical Association 
Machine Shed Donation Drive 
 

 We still need your help to provide protection for the Gary Fire Truck and valuable farm machinery.  Half of the amount has 

been raised to provide a roof over the donated equipment.  We still need to raise $10,000 to protect the equipment from the harsh winter 

weather.  If you have already donated, thank you.  If not, please consider what you can do to help us.  Remember, that the Gary Histori-

cal Association is a non-profit, so your donations can be filed as a tax deduction. 

 

 Please help us achieve this goal by writing a check or making a donation via PayPal.  Working together, we can reach this goal.

    

          GHA Board of Directors 

  

Thank You for helping preserve Gary's historic past. 
 
 

------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------- 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GHS Class________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount____________________________ 

GHA Donation Form 

(Clip & Mail with Check) 

mailto:eng_10@msn.com
mailto:jdeeje@msn.com
mailto:eng_10@msn.com

