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  WAKE UP AND READ 

 
This is our Library Week 

In all our nation thru, 
And are suppose to read the book 
For us which much good will do. 

 
There’s books of every nature 

From the good books to the bad, 
And books about the outer space 

Are also to be had. 
 

We have a modern library  
With Books on every shelf, 

On almost every topic 
Which you can pick yourself. 

 
 There are books on every subject 

Written by those who know, 
all about the current science 

Of some were written long ago. 
 

There’s the book we call the Bible  
Which we should read from day to day, 

It will give us Christian comfort 
And will guide us on our way. 

 
Books are our one great asset 
To find out what others know, 

And magazines and papers many 
What happens each day will show. 

 
So wake up and read for pleasure 

Or for knowledge or pass the time, 
And be glad the books are many 
In this land of yours and mine. 

 

~Mrs. Marietta Thomas 

 
Actually Library Week is in April, but we missed it,  

but better late than never! 

Gary Allen Ruigh  
November 18, 1953—April 26, 2015 

 

 Gary Ruigh, age 61, of 

Gary, SD, passed away Sunday, 

April 26, 2015 at Sanford Hospital 

in Sioux Falls, SD. 

 Funeral service will be 

11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 1, 2015 

at the First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Gary with Rev. Bruce Mueller officiating. Visi-

tation will be 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 30, 

2015 at the church with a prayer service at 7:30 p.m. Visi-

tation will continue one hour prior to the service.  

 In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to: 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 702 Coteau Street, 

Gary, SD 57237 or the Gary Baseball Association, 104 

Pine Ave. N., Canby, MN 56220. 

 Gary Allen Ruigh was born November 18, 1953 in 

Minneapolis, MN, the son of Gerhardt and Betty 

(DeBettignies) Ruigh. He was confirmed at the First Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in Gary. In 1972, he graduated 

from Gary High School. After high school, he attended a 

vocational rehab facility in Nemo, SD. Gary became a fire-

fighter in the Black Hills area and his most recent job was 

building grain bins.  

 He was proud of his record softball throw in the 

Special Olympics. Gary was an avid hunter and fisherman 

and was a huge fan of the Twins, Gophers, Vikings and 

Wild. In his spare time, Gary was an avid reader and loved 

to learn about American Western history and war history. 

Gary will be remembered for assisting neighbors and 

friends by mowing lawns around Gary. He loved children 

and provided babysitting services for many families near 

Gary. 

 He is survived by his siblings, Jackie (Richard) 

Mortenson of Canby, MN, Timothy (Holly) Miller of Wa-

tertown, SD, Tamara Jorgensen of Sioux Falls, SD, Kevin 

Miller of Alexandria, MN and Frank Miller of Byron, GA; 

ten nieces and nephews, Michael Gustafson, Brent (Nicole) 

Mortensen, Chad (Rachel) Mortenson, Krystal (Ryan) 

Schmitt, Kyle Jorgensen, Christina Jorgensen , Rachel 

Miller, Ryan Miller, Emily Miller and Carter Miller; six 

great nieces and nephews, Riley Kockelman, Jadyn 

Schmitt, Ryson Schmitt, Blake Mortenson, Brody Morten-

son and Kaelyn Mortenson. 

 Preceding him in death were his step father, Alo-

ysius “Tookie” Miller; mother, Betty Miller and sister-in-

law, Sherry (Hunt) Miller.  

 

Blessed be his memory.  

Music On Mondays In Canby’s Central Park 

 

June 1– Cassie & the Bobs, specializes in Patsy Cline  

  tribute music. 

June 15— Folk rock and country music. 

June 29—Russ & Dee Dee Tibbits. Celtic music. 

July 13—Neon Gypsy. Music of the 70’s through today. 

July27—Scooter D. Trippin’ On the Strings. Acoustic folk,  

  Americana, original and cover songs. 

August 3—Area Talent. Sign up by calling City Hall. 

 
All concerts start at 7 pm. In case of bad weather the concert will 
be held in the Community Center. Food Service will begin at 6 
pm for every concert. The proceeds will go toward the Canby 
Theater Renovation Fund. All concerts are FREE, however, free-
will donations are welcome to help underwrite the series. 

SAVE 

THE 

DATES 
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Racism at Core of Native Teen Suicides in Pine Ridge 
by Dominique Alan Fenton 

Thursday, April 2 2015, 8:45 AM EST. 

This article is part of topic: Native Affairs 

 

 At least 11 children between the ages of 12 and 17 have committed suicide in my county since December. The heartbreaking 

details vary from child to child, but their families and this community—in the newly renamed Oglala Lakota County—feel the voids 

left by their absences just as deeply each and every time. 

 Between December 1 and March 23, Pine Ridge Hospital treated 241 patients under 19 who actively planned, attempted or 

committed suicide. These numbers don’t account for unreported cases or for those who were treated in neighboring counties. At this 

rate, 37 young people in a county that only has 5,393 inhabitants under 18 will be gone by the end of 2015. Moreover, statistics from 

Pine Ridge Indian Health Services show teen suicide numbers have gradually increased over the last seven years. In the same four-

month period last year, for example, there were no suicides in Pine Ridge. In 2012, only one. 

 If this were happening in any other county in America, politicians would be calling on their governor to intervene. But since 

Oglala Lakota County is part of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, not many people outside this community seem to 

know or care about what’s happening here. 

 In Pine Ridge, site of the massacre at Wounded Knee, commonplace teen angst is exacerbated by extreme poverty, historical 

trauma and racial discrimination. As a high school English teacher and newcomer, I understood early on that kids here come to know 

mortality much sooner than most. At 26, I’ve only been to one funeral: for my great-grandmother, who passed away peacefully at 97. 

Ask my students and they’ll tell you that when it comes to funerals they’ve lost track. 

When I ask non-Native South Dakotans to help me understand why suicide waves like these happen, their explanations too often in-

voke—either directly or through insinuations—the notion of the “Indian Problem,” a twisted, blatantly racist policy the U.S. govern-

ment first used in the 1880s to dissolve reservations and force Native Americans to assimilate to white culture. 

 Only now the “Indian Problem” is employed to blame Natives for the poverty, substance abuse and unemployment that’s all 

too common throughout Indian Country. “They bring it on themselves,” too many strangers tell me when they learn where I live and 

work. 

 But there is a conveniently ignored connection—a direct one, I would argue—between the hopelessness felt by some young 

people here and their experiences off (and the impositions made by outsiders onto) the reservation. These experiences are what make 

these suicides bigger than Pine Ridge. 

In January, at a hockey game in nearby Rapid City, white adults sitting in a private box above 57 middle-school students from Pine 

Ridge sprayed the children with beer and told them to “Go back to the reservation.” Instead of 57 charges of child abuse and assault in 

response, like some had suggested, only one man ended up with one charge of disorderly conduct.\ 

 In December, while the nation’s eyes were on Ferguson, a Native man was killed by a white police officer a day after attend-

ing a #NativeLivesMatter anti-police brutality rally in Rapid City. The intoxicated man was shot for appearing threatening with a steak 

knife. His wife, the only other witness, denies any aggression on his part. The attorney general of South Dakota deemed the five fatal 

gunshots justified in the report he released. 

 In November a pack of feral dogs killed an 8-year-old girl here. 

She was sledding in her backyard. In response, the tribe ordered all stray 

dogs on the reservation euthanized. This enraged predominantly white 

animal rights activists from off the reservation, who called the killings 

inhumane and mobilized to save what dogs they could, oblivious to the 

poverty and lack of services here that allows the feral dog problem to 

exist. 

 Let’s be clear. These events tell Native children one thing: 

“Your lives are not valued. You do not have a place in the world beyond 

the reservation.” 

  

911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

http://m.colorlines.com/archives/author/dominique-alan-fenton
http://m.colorlines.com/native-affairs/
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2015/01/29/suspects-who-hit-native-american-kids-racial-slurs-beer-identified-police-say-158936
http://nativenewsonline.net/currents/57-charges-child-abuse-assault-leveled-drunken-hockey-fans-sparyed-native-youth-beer/
http://www.argusleader.com/story/news/2015/02/18/man-charged-harassing-students-rc-hockey-game/23632653/
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/12/22/native-american-man-who-attended-anti-police-brutality-rally-killed-police-next-day
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/america-tonight/articles/2015/1/27/things-that-may-surprise-you-about-native-americans-police-encounters.html
http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/local/dci-police-officer-justified-in-shooting-allen-locke/article_10eae1af-ad50-54c0-a21d-c05fe90664b4.html
http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/local/dci-police-officer-justified-in-shooting-allen-locke/article_10eae1af-ad50-54c0-a21d-c05fe90664b4.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/dogs-fatally-maul-girl-8-indian-reservation-reports-article-1.2017052
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 We can all, regardless of race and socio-economic class, understand the desire to leave the place we’ve come from, to experi-

ence something beyond the lives we’ve known thus far. But for many children in Pine Ridge, however, leaving home to gain any eco-

nomic advantage seems overwhelming because of the racism and even outright hostility that can be so commonplace in the outside 

world. 

 Davidica Young Man, 23, who grew up on Pine Ridge, says racism in all forms gets engrained in you early on as young person 

here. Just days after the events at the Rapid City hockey game controversy in January, Young Man and her friends also had beer poured 

on them—this time at a bull-riding event at the Black Hills Stock Show and Rodeo. 

 “I noticed, as I got older and started going off the rez more, that there are people who tend to follow us around or give us looks 

that make it seem like we’re really suspicious,” she told me as we sat in my car in the reservation hamlet of Oglala. “I still don’t carry a 

purse into stores because they always used to ask me to open it before leaving.” 

 Anpo Stars Come Out,* an 18-year-old high school senior from Pine Ridge, agrees. “It’s normal for teens to deal with racism 

of some kind when they leave the reservation.” About a month ago, police stopped Stars Come Out in downtown Rapid City for legally 

smoking a cigarette on a public sidewalk. The officer pulled over, lights flashing, got out of his patrol car and asked to see his ID. 

What may seem like a harmless police stop to some can mean much more to those directly involved. A 2013 study lead by the Univer-

sity of Melbourne linked racism to youth depression and anxiety. Depression and anxiety are, of course, foundational to suicidal 

thoughts. “The review showed there are strong and consistent relationships between racial discrimination and a range of detrimental 

health outcomes such as low self-esteem, reduced resilience, increased behavior problems and lower levels of wellbeing,” wrote lead 

researcher Dr. Naomi Priest after concluding her review of 461 predominantly American cases. 

 Interestingly, teens’ experiences of racism in the Melbourne study were most commonly interpersonal, not institutional or sys-

temic. Racism experienced beyond the reservation is often intrapersonal as well, and quickly internalized. “It’s normal for young people 

around here to get bullied with racism. 

 What’s worse is that they slowly get used to it and start thinking—It’s no big deal that someone just called me a prairie n-word 

or a dirty savage,” observed Young Man. What’s more, it is not uncommon for Young Man and her peers to hear horror stories from off 

the reservation that go well beyond racial slurs. “You’ll hear things like, “Well, there was once a Native guy who was drugged by all 

these white dudes in a truck. He died and they ditched his body.” Fact or fiction, the stories have their desired effect. “All that stuff 

scared the crap out of me as a teenager,” said Young Man. 

 Many white South Dakotans are happy to have Native Americans dressed in traditional clothing on the state tourism website or 

spending money at their businesses. But when it comes to making space for contemporary Native voices, the barricades built around the 

reservation often don’t allow free passage. This is the future Native children see in many parts of this country. Add high-profile exam-

ples of racism, the daily unreported micro-aggressions Native kids face and the structural obstacles that extreme poverty creates, and you 

start to understand why suicide waves persist. This narrative is not unique to Pine Ridge, though it is certainly exacerbated by American 

colonialism’s legacy here. It can be found in other low-income communities of color in the United States too. In South Central Los An-

geles, South Side Chicago or the South Bronx, the message kids get too often is: “You do not matter.” 

 I recently visited a second grade classroom in Pine Ridge. The students were busy writing e-mails to their pen pals in Asheville, 

North Carolina. The messages were typical in every way: “I love playing soccer,” wrote one student. “Ms. Chelsea is my teacher,” wrote 

another. The kids took goofy selfies and sent those along as well. I couldn’t help but think that these exchanges should be happening 

with kids in nearby Hot Springs, or any other town in South Dakota. It seems so simple, but students in grade schools throughout the 

state and the nine Indian reservations here should be better connected. Only by educating children early on to know and value the diver-

sity of their neighbors will we have the opportunity to shape the future of a more inclusive and prosperous society. Establishing pen-pal 

relationships between kids makes it harder for them to grow up hating someone whose story they know. That’s what it comes down to—

knowing each other’s stories. 

 One of suicide’s latest victims in Pine Ridge, a teenage girl, had a story too. According to friends on Facebook she wanted to be 

a singer or an actress. Peers, however, told her that she would never be able to because she was a “dirty Native.” She needed to have 

“more white in her” if she really wanted to be someone, they told her. 

 That was one of the stories that went around about why she was so upset before she died, because “people were saying she was 

too dark-skinned,” said Young Man. Her story—like 10 others’—has ended far too early. 

 Dominique Alan Fenton is an 11th grade English teacher on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. In addition to teaching, he does 

investigation work behalf of indigent defendants in federal and tribal court. He is a certified legal advocate in Oglala Sioux Tribal Court. 

*Post has been updated to correct Anpo Stars Come Out’s last name 

 I shared this story because it isn’t only a Res story...our youth are in pain and begging for answers and unfortu-

nately aren’t get the responses they need. The Churches have stopped, for the most part, preaching, “Thus saith the 

LORD.” and instead are spouting half truths, watered down messages without any substance. What we all need to hear is 

the  Words that have Truth, Love and Life in them. When our children and grandchildren can’t find the answers they are 

seeking they turn to substances to help them medicate the pain away and when that no longer meets their needs and satis-

fies, death seems the only way to cure what ails them. More often than not they feel they have no value...they are taught that 

we are basically just animals anyway…”killing is ok, they legalized abortion”...WE need to tell our youth the truth from the 

source of Life. PRAY for our children and help them to know that God didn’t create JUNK, they have value and they are 

worthwhile, NOT worthless. Just my opinion. Job     More on Pine Ridge Suicide on page 5 

SUICIDE HOTLINE: 1-800-273-8255 

http://newsroom.melbourne.edu/news/racism-linked-depression-and-anxiety-youth
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 Christians are being called to battle in the U.S. A spiritual battle, that is. 
 Between December and March, more than 200 teenagers on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota either committed sui-
cide, or tried to. 
 "This is beyond anything we've ever seen; it's almost like 'serial suicides,'" states Ron Hutchcraft of Ron Hutchcraft Ministries 
(RHM). "This is not just a psychological issue: this is a spiritual battle with spiritual forces. 
"The thief—speaking of the devil—'comes to steal, kill, and destroy,' and this is the result. You've got 12-year-old girls hanging them-
selves. You can't imagine a 12-year-old deciding to die; they haven't even lived yet!" 
The Darkness Surrounding Pine Ridge 
 Home to the Oglala Lakota tribe, Pine Ridge is no stranger to bloodshed. The Oglala are "the people of Crazy Horse and Sitting 
Bull," Hutchcraft explains. "Pine Ridge was the site of the Wounded Knee massacre back at the end of the Indian era." On Dec. 29, 
1890, a misunderstanding over arms led to the slaughter of between 200 and 300 Lakota tribes-people by U.S. cavalrymen. On Jan. 3, 
1891, 146 Lakotas were buried in a single mass grave. "There was a woman with an infant in her arms who was killed as she almost 
touched the flag of truce ... a mother was shot down with her infant; the child, not knowing that its mother was dead, was still nursing," 
recalled Oglala Lakota chief American Horse in an early 1900s interview. Bodies were allegedly found as far as three miles outside the 
Pine Ridge camp. 
Following this dark moment in history came generations of oppression: boarding schools, substance abuse, extreme poverty, domestic 
abuse, the list goes on and on. According to Hutchcraft, a deep darkness still grips Pine Ridge today. 

 Infant mortality is 300 times the national average. 
 Nearly everyone—97 percent of the Pine Ridge population—is living below the national poverty line. 
 According to current USDA Rural Development documents, the Lakota have the lowest life expectancy of any group in 

America. 
 At least 60 percent of the homes on the Pine Ridge Reservation are infested with Black Mold. 

This is the devastation facing Pine Ridge residents every day. Teen suicide is nothing new here: Pine Ridge's suicide rate is 150 times 
the national average, but its frequency has started to grab national attention. 
The laments on Facebook would "break your heart," Hutchcraft says. 
 "A 13-year-old sixth grader has taken her own life. My heart is breaking already, and the day has just begun." 
"This knife feels so good against my wrist. Ain't nobody care anyway, my life will be better gone as it is." 
"We just lost another child to suicide. Yahweh, help us!" 
The U.S. Public Health Service is sending mental health counselors to talk to Pine Ridge teens. 
Hutchraft says the "suicide spike" is a spiritual problem. Many of the young people who've attempted  suicide—or are close friends 
of a suicide victim—"have talked about an increase in spirit activity," he shares. 
"They call them the shadow people or the dark people," Hutchcraft says. "There are spirit beings—demonic beings—that are stalking the 
reservation and convincing young people that they are worth nothing ... and [that have] started this 'cloud of death' over the reservation." 
Lyrics of the Getty hymn "O Church Arise" read in part: O Church, arise and put your armor on, Hear the call of Christ our Captain. 
Our call to war, to love the captive soul, But to rage against the captor.  
 
Will you answer the call? 

Bringing Hope to Pine Ridge 

RHM is sending a team of 20 Native young people to Pine Ridge to share the hope of 

Christ. It's an unplanned and early start to their annual "Summer of Hope" outreach." We 

really need the prayer of God's people for this, because this is not just a psychological issue: 

this is a spiritual battle with spiritual forces. There's not going to be any way to win this 

battle on-the-ground, unless it is first won in the heavenlies," says Hutchcraft. 
 

ATTENTION  GHA MEMBERS 

 

Just a Friendly reminder to mark your 

calendars for the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month at 7 pm at the Gary   

Community Center  

See You There! 

https://www.mnnonline.org/mission_groups/ron-hutchcraft-ministries
https://www.mnnonline.org/mission_groups/ron-hutchcraft-ministries
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/impoverished-tribe-struggles-stop-surge-teen-suicides-30272500
https://www.mnnonline.org/news/summer-of-hope-2014/
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 I’m Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 
Suzanne Fairchild 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
Suzanne Fairchild 

Sheep Shape Here at the Farm  
 How’s it going in your world?  

 Let me tell you, it’s been busy here!!! 
 First off, our first batch of ducks start hatching tomorrow the first of over 200 that we have incubat-
ing and we have so far another 30 waiting to incubate. That number grows each day. We are “egg-cited” as 
ever, since it’s the first batch. Again, the egg-citement will wear off at batch number 20. . . . I promise.  
 

 We also had our daughter Kara confirmed at our church last week, Ashlyn getting confirmed in Fairbault on 
May 7th and last night we had our daughter Rachel receive First Communion with a party for the three too afterwards 
for friends and family at our home. We are so proud of them all. Rachel and I got to shop online (my favorite kind of 
shopping) for her dress, shoes and veil. I didn’t get off that easy with Kara and Ashlyn. We had to go to the mall (I did 
it…drudgingly, lol). But, seeing them both getting confirmed as well as seeing them get along so well and realizing 
they are going to be 16 in another month…well…I can go to the mall and have fun. Pretty soon they’ll have left the 
nest and I’ll miss this.  
 I do have to say, dress shopping for me was a little easier this year and I have to give credit to my sheep.  
 
 Yep, that’s right. They have helped me get in shape because they are constantly out! I chase after them on 
foot each day around the farm because the 4 wheeler’s engine blew. So, I’m used to those small sheep, these biggies? 
I honestly didn’t think they could jump a fence that was so high. Amazing. I either have one of three things:  
 seriously athletic sheep,  
  some culls that  I bought from owned and got sick of fence jumpers too,  
   or they were sired by wild deer.  
 In any case they are out all the time.   
 Did I mention that I have one that can jump a cattle panel?  
 She can.  
 Not kidding.  
 Ron threatened to shoot her or sell her. I almost went through with shooting her the other night when I 
chased them for a solid hour on foot. The first time they got out, I saw them jump a half panel so I got them in (it only 
took me a half hour, the dog kept sitting in front of the open gate jumping at them.) Wait…did I want to shoot the 
dog or the sheep? Then as I was dragging in a panel to fix where they were getting out, Grace was holding the gate 
open for me but staring off into space. As she held the gate open when I went through, she didn’t close it right away 
so the horse and 3 sheep ran out of there like there was a fire chasing them.  
 And we did it all over again. Except this time, my helper dog, just chased them. This was one of the times in my 
farming career that I could have laid down amongst the duck poop on my driveway and  

 cried,  
  kicked and  

   screamed.  
    Just telling you.  
 
 On a cool note, I outran some of my kids and one on bike who had to stop and catch a breath. I tell ya, this old 
momma can still move. We won’t talk about how I passed out on the couch after that and it took me a while to catch 
my breath and my knees hurt three days after,  
 . . . but I did it.  
 

Where’s the Icy Hot?  
 
Fairchild Farmgirl 
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       The Gary Public Library 
Continues To Operate Since the 
Early 1920's! 
 

 

 Recently the Library hosted an art class. Fifteen peo-

ple, young and old, attended the session given by instructor, 

Randy Meyer. Everyone went home with an 11x14 canvas 

that they created. An enjoyable evening that will be repeated 

at a later date. 

 No longer are libraries just for reading, other activi-

ties are now enjoyed. Most people have their own computers 

now but there are three computers to be used by patrons who 

need them. A jigsaw puzzle is always going for those who 

enjoy doing them and a game of marbles is played by some of the patrons. I can't fail to mention the many good books that 

are on the shelves for all ages waiting to be checked out. 

 The following information is taken from the 75th anniversary book of the Library. 
 Historically, the Gary City Library goes back to the 1920's and even earlier in an informal fashion, by books being 

on loan in a home and in different business places. The Study Club, made up of some of the lady citizens, operated the li-

brary. For some dedicated homemakers this task was a labor of love and brought the cultural level of the city to its height. 

Through the years the responsibility stayed within the hands of a few far sighted, good intentioned individuals. With their 

deaths and the dissolutions of the Study Club, the loss of the help of the American Legion Auxiliary, the operation of the 

Library fell wholly on the city. 

 In 1923, one of the urgent community needs presented was the necessity for more reading material for both young 

and old. A community library and a school library were obtained from the Free Commission at Pierre for public use during 

the winter months. The two libraries, found at the home of Mrs. Humbert, loaned books to anyone wishing to use them. 

There also was a table of magazines where patrons could bring their periodicals for exchange. 

 Later in the 1920's, the library was located in the front part of Youman's Lumber Co. building. The city paid the 

librarian, Youman's furnished the building, and the Legion Auxiliary sponsored the library. It was located there for many 

years until Youman's needed the space for a workshop. 

 Next, the library found a home at the Nelson bakery, owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Pete Nelson. At that time 

the Study Club sponsored the library and Mrs. Nelson was hired as the librarian.   The Members of the Study Club assisted 

her when she called upon them to keep the library open on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

 In 1945, a 22'x45' cement block building, later known as the Gold Nuggent was built and the library was moved  

into this building. The city furnished shelves for the books and $100 was given each year with which to purchase new 

books. In April of 1947, the Study Club secured the services of Miss Vognild of Pierre who catalogued the library and 

taught the members how to accession books. All the books, then on the shelves were accessioned by February 16, 1948. 

Mrs. Rose Kunow was the first librarian in the new community building. 

 On April 11, 1974, the Gary City Library closed. All books and publications were transferred to the Independent 

School District # 1 of Gary to be operated with the school library. However, many concerned citizens did not approve of the 

move. With the help of Irene Mews Heaton, then the Deuel County Extension Agent, a campaign was started to return the 

city library back downtown. A petition was circulated with favorable results and in the pursuing election of November 1974,  

the vote was 81 to 55 in favor of the library's return to main street. The Mason's Building was rejuvenated by their organiza-

tion and by the help of the Green Thumb program. Mrs. Edna Hins-

vark, working under the Green Thumb program became the new li-

brarian. 

 In April of 1981, the library again made a move. All materi-

als were transferred to the new city building. In 2003 the Library 

moved to the present remodeled location next to the City Hall. 

 In going over the history of the Library it is noted that the 

library hours have varied over the years.   The hours ranged from six 

hours to thirty two hours per week. Presently, the Library is open 12 

hours a week. Tuesdays, 10:30 to 6PM, and on Fridays 2PM to 6:30 

PM. 

 Librarians following Edna Hinsvark were: Donna Ochsen-

dorf, Ellen Schulte, Gertrude Baer, and presently, Vera Meyer. 
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Tim Giago ~ Oglala Lakota  by Carol 

Tim Giago 
 Tim Giago, also known as Nanwica Kciji (born 1934), is an American 
Oglala Lakota journalist and publisher. In 1981, he founded the Lakota 
Times at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, where he was born and grew up. 
It was the first independently owned Native American newspaper in the 
United States. In 1991 Giago was selected as a Nieman Fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity. In 1992 he changed his paper’s name to Indian Country Today, to 
reflect its national coverage of Indian news and issues. 
 Giago sold the paper in 1998. Two years later he founded The La-
kota Journal, which he sold in 2004 while thinking of retirement. In 2009, 
he returned to papers and founded the Native Sun News, based in Rapid 
City, South Dakota. He is also a columnist for the Huffington Post. He 
founded the Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) and served as 
its first president. When hired in 1979 to write a column for the Rapid City 
Journal, Giago was the first Native American writer for a South Dakota news-
paper. 
Early life and education 
 Giago, whose Lakota name is Nanwica Kciji, was born in 1934 and 
grew up at the Oglala Lakota Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. 
He attended the Holy Rosary Indian Mission school. He later wrote poetry 

and articles about the anger he felt at having his Lakota identity and culture suppressed. He attended San Jose Junior College 
in California and the University of Nevada, Reno. 
Career 
 Giago served with the US Navy at the San Francisco Naval Shipyard, where he started writing because his commander 
noticed “he typed well” and assigned him to produce the base newspaper. Giago also wrote personal articles and poems about 
his mission school experience, first published in the monthly journal Wassaja, run by Jeannette and Rubert Costo of San Fran-
cisco during the 1970s. 
Jim Carrier, then an editor of the Rapid City Journal, saw his work and offered Giago a column for $10 a week. In 1979, his 
“Notes from Indian Country” became the first American Indian voice in a South Dakota newspaper. Giago’s hiring had fol-
lowed Wounded Knee incident in 1973 at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, which received international attention, and near 
civil war on the reservation during the next few years, but, as Carrier wrote later, “none of the state’s 11 daily newspapers or 145 
weeklies covered the mayhem in any depth, relying instead on the Associated Press or printing nothing at all.” A year later the 
paper offered Giago a full-time position and he began to learn the newspaper business. As a young reporter, he was sometimes 
told that he could not cover events at the Pine Ridge Reservation because he could not be “objective”, an opinion which he 
questioned. 
 In 1981, Giago moved back to the reservation to begin the Lakota Times as a weekly community newspaper to repre-
sent his neighbors’ lives. It was the first independently owned Native American newspaper; most papers published on reserva-
tions have been owned by tribal governments. In the beginning, he earned revenue by publishing the most complete list of 
pow-wows nationally and selling related advertising. This gave him needed independence on the reservation. He wrote edito-
rials criticizing US and state policy related to Native Americans, and his columns were soon syndicated by Knight-Ridder. Af-
ter his criticism of AIM’s violence on the reservation, his offices were fire-bombed. Despite his criticism of programs, he 
gradually earned the respect of tribal governments, and gained their support for his independence during difficult years. 
 Through the years, Giago hired and trained numerous Native Americans, some of whom later moved on to other pa-
pers and media to become successful in journalism. He also founded the Native American Journalists Association and served 
as its first president. To encourage American Indian participation in the media, the NAJA Foundation provides scholarships 
and summer internships to journalism students who are Indian. The foundation also holds three major seminars a year for 
working Indian journalists, publishers and the business side. 
 Gradually Giago expanded his paper’s coverage to all the Indian reservations in South Dakota, then to American In-
dian issues nationwide. To reflect its national coverage, in 1992 he changed the name of the paper to Indian Country Today. 
In 1998, Giago sold the paper to the Oneida Nation, based in New York. At the time it was grossing $1.9 million annually in ad 
sales. As of 2005, it was the largest Native American paper, reaching 50 states and 17 countries. 
 In 2000, Giago founded The Lakota Times and sold it in 2004 to the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe, thinking he would 
retire. After the Times stopped publishing, Giago founded the Native Sun News in 2009 in Rapid City, South Dakota, commit-
ting to his style of investigative journalism as well as broad coverage of Indian news. It is published on paper only. He also is a 
columnist for the Huffington Post, an online news source. 
Marriage and family 
 His wife was Doris Giago, who learned with him to publish the Lakota Times. They later divorced. She became the 
first Indian journalism instructor at South Dakota State University. 
Books 

 Indian Histo-
rian Press, 1978. ISBN 0-913436-25-1 

-fiction. 
-9631926-0-4 

Honors 
pub-

lisher; 
 

 
 

 
 
Source: wikipedia 
NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com Unabridged 
Based on the collective work of NativeAmericanEncyclopedia.com, © 2015 Native American Encyclopedia. 
Cite This Source | Link To Tim Giago ~ Oglala Lakota 

https://plus.google.com/109423755338224548765
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/tim-giago-oglala-lakota/
http://nativeamericanencyclopedia.com/tim-giago-oglala-lakota/
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Have you been to our web site?  
www.experiencegarysd.com   

It is loaded with interesting information, in-
cluding, Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

 and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there 

Gary Historical 

WE WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL 

AND REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT:  

Ellen Schulte 

 605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

Joyce Keimig 

605-272-5558 

July 4, 2015 
Gary Legion Hall 

Registration  11 am 
Meal 12:00  
Cost $10.00 

RSVP by June 10th appreciated.  
Please contact: 
Ellen Schulte  

703 Lac Qui Parle Street 
Gary, SD 57237  

Phone: 605-272-5295 
Email: ellena@itctel.com 

SEE YOU ON THE 4TH!!! 

Accommodations in and around Gary: 
Buffalo Ridge Resort—605-272-7777 

Pleasant Valley-cabins-clean—605-272-5614 

Canby Inns & Suites—Canby—507-223-6868 

Gate City Lodge—Gary—605-272-5608 

Lakewood Inn—Clear Lake—605-874-8279 
[If you haven’t already made your reservations,  

it is not to early to do so!] 

MENU: 
 Ribeye steak 

 Potatoes 
 Salad 

 Dinner Rolls 
 Coffee 

 Cost: $12 p/p 
July 4, 2015 

Gary, SD Community Hall 
5:00 PM 

 

Please RSVP by June 10 in one of these ways: 

Mail: Jerry H. Denekamp, 1024 Northeast Drive, 

Rapid City, SD 57701 

Phone: 605.348.6653 No answer, leave a message. 

 Email: judydenekamp@yahoo.com 
 

Feel free to provide your favorite beverage and mixtures. If 
you want to bring something to share, do so. Fifty only comes 

around once so let’s make this one the best ever! 
We are eagerly awaiting July 4 and seeing everyone again!  

Safe travels! 

Someday’s its better to stay in bed…. 

I handed the teller at my bank a with-

drawal slip for $400.00.  

I said, May I have large bills, please?” 

She looked at me and said, “I’m sorry sir; 

all the bills are the same size.”  

When I got up off the floor I explained it 

https://www.paypal.com/us
http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
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Enhance Enhance   
Gary, SDGary, SD  

Machine Shed Annex 

Gary Historical Association 

2014 Building Fund Drive  

Donate Donate 
to GHAto GHA  

All School Reunion 

 
The Gary School celebration will be held on Saturday, July 4th.  It will he held at the American Legion Hall, the same as last 

year.  Socializing will start at 11am with the meal served at 12 pm during which there will be visiting, followed by more reminiscing if 

necessary. 

The Gary High School classes to be honored this year are those whose graduation year ends in 0 or 5.  At this time, we are 

aware of three classes that are planning reunions or at least will be represented by a classmate.  You do not need to be a member of the 

graduating class to enjoy these get-togethers.  If you attended school with them for any period of time, either grade school or high 

school, you are welcome.  Spouses are also welcome as always. 

The Class of 1945 is planning to gather and at this time, 5 of the total of 16 classmates have indicated that they plan to attend.  

Members of this class that are interested in joining them can contact Margaret Sanden Olsen in Canby for information and to indicate 

their plans for attending. 

 One member of the Class of 1950 plans to attend.  Since they were a small class (8), they are accustomed to small gatherings.  

Unless they experience a surge in attendance, this class member and his wife will plan to crash either the party of the Class of 1945 or 

the Class of 1955.  For information or to notify us if you plan to attend, email Ray Eng at eng_10@msn.com. 

The Class of 1955, being younger and more active, have plans for a good attendance.  To date, 16 members of the class 

(including spouses) have indicated their desire to attend.  They will meet at the Rock Room in Buffalo Ridge Resort for dinner on Fri-

day, July 3rd in addition to attending the All School Reunion on Saturday.  They have also invited 5 members of earlier classes to join 

them.  Anyone wanting information on this class reunion or to join them, can contact Jim Eng at jdeeje@msn.com. 

 If other 0/5 classes are planning reunions, please email eng_10@msn.com so we can publicize it in future Interstates.  We look 

forward to gathering with classmates and anyone interested in the history of the Gary School at the All School Reunion on Saturday, 

July 4th. 

You’ll come. 

       Gary Historical Association 
Machine Shed Donation Drive 
 

 We still need your help to provide protection for the Gary Fire Truck and valuable farm machinery.  Half of the amount has 

been raised to provide a roof over the donated equipment.  We still need to raise $10,000 to protect the equipment from the harsh winter 

weather.  If you have already donated, thank you.  If not, please consider what you can do to help us.  Remember, that the Gary Histori-

cal Association is a non-profit, so your donations can be filed as a tax deduction. 

 

 Please help us achieve this goal by writing a check or making a donation via PayPal.  Working together, we can reach this goal.

    

          GHA Board of Directors 

  

Thank You for helping preserve Gary's historic past. 
 
 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------- 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

GHS Class________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount____________________________ 

GHA Donation Form 

(Clip & Mail with Check) 

mailto:eng_10@msn.com
mailto:jdeeje@msn.com
mailto:eng_10@msn.com

