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Gary  605.272.5233 

20162016  

Clear Lake  605.874.2191 

THE 

Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity. 

Gary Historical Association 
monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.   

www.experiencegarysd.com 
"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the views of the Gary Historical Association.” 

Joyce Olson-Baer, Editor 
This paper printed for you by  

DNB NATIONAL BANK  

Gary and Clear Lake   SD 

We want to thank them for this service! 

Behold, the virgin shall 
become pregnant and 

give birth to a Son, and 
they shall call His name 
Emmanuel which, when 

translated, means,  

God with us. 
Matthew 1:23 AMP 
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  Reminiscing with Arnold Baer and the Christmas of 1936!  ~ Becky Gilbertson 

 

Dad specifically remembered: 
 On Christmas Eve Day, the roads had been blocked prior to that day...No cars could travel, 
but their neighbors, Herman and Hilda Kuecker, who lived a mile north of Otto and Emma 
Baer, decided he could use his horses to get them all to church, for the Christmas Eve ser-
vice.  Dad noted that Herman had "good horses" and that the roads had cleared enough for horses 
to make the trip...(Otto and Emma and boys, lived west of Gary at that time and dad believes that 
the land now is owned by Eddy Neutson. ) 
 Herman and Hilda took Otto and Emma and Arnold and Erwin in a bobsled pulled by 
their horses that night! Dad remembered it being dark as they rode into Gary.  They covered with 
blankets and dad got emotional as he said that, "he could still hear the sounds of the sleigh bells 
in his head, as the harness would pull forward." (*Pretty incredible memory for a ten year old!) 
 (I asked about the two older brothers, Walter and Rudolph, and dad said that they were 
working for other farmers in the area to help out....)When the bobsled arrived at church, dad said 
he thinks that there were real candles lit in the windows.  Herman blanketed the horses and tied 
them to a railing across the street from the church. 
  I asked dad if he ever remembers getting anything for Christmas, and he said that for many 
years, they didn't get anything, and if they did, it would probably be a pair of socks, specifically, 
Rockford socks!  He, once again, could visualize those socks....They were either brown or blue 
with orange coloring on the heel. He remembered getting an apple and goodies from church, so 
the tradition of the Lutheran Church in Gary giving out these treats, must have started way back 
then! 
  He said that one of the first presents he did remember getting was a popgun from Mont-
gomery Wards. (When older brother, Walter, went off to work in the CC camps, he must have 
sent money back, so dad felt this is why they were then able to get a gift).  And, another gift that 
dad remembers quite vividly, was a small, cast iron airplane.  We grandkids remember playing 
with that airplane in Grandpa and Grandma Baer's house in Gary! 
  I asked dad about what they did for fun during blizzards.  He talked about sledding and ice 
skating.  He and Erwin and "heard" about skiing so decided to make their own!  They took barn 
siding, pointed the ends, nailed straps on, to make their own!  They would make tracks (paths) 
and would go across the road to a ravine and make tracks to the bottom of the ravine. Older 
brother, Rudy, wanted to try the skiis out, but because he was older and weighed more than his 
two brothers, he went faster and his skiis got caught under the slough grass and Rudy went fly-
ing!  Dad claimed that Rudy never skied again after that! Dad remembers that things got a little 
easier in 1938 ,when crops came in and they began getting a milk check, so they were able to 
send to Montgomery Wards for regular skiis! 
  Dad talked about the very hard times...when his father had to file bankruptcy. He men-
tioned Earl Lohr and the Law family, who helped them get back on their feet, by borrowing the 
family money to clear their debt. He mentioned Adolph Sanden also borrowing Otto Baer $50 to 
"start over." Adolph owned a creamery and they churned butter and then sold it and shipped it 
out. Dad said that a $50 loan at that time, was a lot of money and would go a long way. 
  Arnold and Eldeen met at choir practice at the church in Gary!  Dad said that once he met 
mom at choir practice, he didn't miss many practices!  One of the things that they both remem-
bered doing, after they married, was going Christmas caroling around Gary to shut-ins. 
  Mom specifically mentioned "Yulebaching", which is a tradition of going to houses of 
friends, all dressed up!  People would dress up with silly things/clothes and people would try to 
figure out who you were.  Homemade beet wine might be served.  They both remember going 
with Hank and Ole Bednar, to Clarence and Alvina Jensen's house.  Alvina had to call over 
Milt and Olga Jensen, to help them figure out who the Yulebachers were!   
[Monetarily  they may have been poor, but the traditions and family values gave them a richness 
that is sadly gone from many families today]. Thanks Becky for sharing this with us!  job 
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Shirley Krause (Clear Lake), Lilly Bekeart (Gary), Rachel Pfaffendorf (Gary), Jane Evensen (Clear Lake),  Joyce Keimig (Gary)  

Every year  around the middle of November 
the  American Legion Auxiliary post 109 from 

Gary and the Auxiliary from Clear Lake meet 

to buy dictionaries for the 3rd graders at Deuel 

School.  
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The flag disposal of the American Legion post 109 Gary S,D,  was 

held on November 11th in front of the Legion Hall followed by a pot 

luck supper in which about 25 people attended.  We were grateful for 

the pleasant weather, there is never any guarantee that the tempera-

tures will be this comfortable this time of year in this region! The American Legion Auxiliary Post 109  served either a 

Breakfast or Lunch to all veterans at the Alibi in Gary on November 11th a large crowd attended...Remember only two peo-

ple ever offered to die for you, Jesus and the US military person. Please thank them for their service. The freedoms we have 

came at a very high cost. Don’t ever take them for granted...there are some who would like to remove them away.    

The American Legion post 109  

Gary, S. D.  

 Approximately 25 people attended the pot luck supper at the  

American Legion post 109 Gary, S. D.  

A pin was presented to Dale Shackelford for  

being a member of the post for 50 years!!    
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Providing 
Propane, Fuel, Seed and Fertilizer 

507-223-7241 

Corn Meal Biscuits 

Recipe from 1957 Clabber Girl advertising 

1 1/2 cups sifted all-purpose flour 

2 1/2 tsp. baking powder 

1/2 tsp. salt 

1/2 cup yellow corn meal 

1/3 cup shortening 

2/3 cup milk 

Sift together flour, baking powder and salt into a 

mixing bowl. Blend in cornmeal. Cut in shortening 

until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Add milk all 

at once. Stir lightly with a fork, just enough to mois-

ten all the flour. Knead gently about 1/2 minute on 

lightly floured board. Roll dough 3/4 inch think. Cut 

with 2-inch cutter. Place on lightly greased baking 

sheet. Bake in a 450˚F (very hot) oven 12 to 15 min-

utes. Yields 12 biscuits. 

********** 

If you don't have a biscuit cut-

ter, just use an upturned drink-

ing glass that's been dipped in 

flour.  

 

Easily draw out a splinter for easy removal by ap-
plying a paste of baking soda and water.  
Via Wikihow  

Tie a sprig of eucalyptus to your 
shower head. The steam will help 
infuse your bathroom with an 
invigorating fragrance. 
Via Apartment Therapy  

Use hairspray on the 
end of your sewing 
thread to help it 
slide through the eye 
of your needle.  
Via Real Simple  

Use scrap paper to help hang an arrangement 
of picture frames easily. Cut templates for 
each frame, marking nail locations on the 
paper, then tack to the wall until you find the 
ideal arrangement. Then simply nail through 
the marks on the paper! Via Centsational Girl  

Use a frame as a tray 

http://pzrservices.typepad.com/.a/6a00d83451ccbc69e201bb0951dd7b970d-pi
http://www.wikihow.com/Remove-a-Splinter-with-Baking-Soda
http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/inspiration-win-104311
http://www.realsimple.com/new-uses-for-old-things/new-uses-bathroom-items/hairspray-as-needle-threader-00000000043280/index.html
http://www.centsationalgirl.com/2010/05/wall-art-whats-your-style/
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I’m Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
The Super Moon... 
Which One Are We Talking About?  
 So last night we went to bed early which was fantastic after helping chase 

down the neighbor's cattle a few hours in the middle of the night. It's no secret I'm a 

coughing, hacking, snoring mess at night because I've been sick. But at about one 

AM I'm awaken by my husband who is like, "seriously, I can't sleep. Can you go 

somewhere else?"  

 "^&$%^$^" I huffed, but  guess I couldn't blame him, and proceeded to go out 

to the living room and sleep on the couch. Except then his snoring on the other side 

of the wall was awful. My turn to lay there awake.  

 I watched videos on my phone, I looked at Pinterest. It was stupid. I sat up 

and looked outside, where there were others enjoying this super moon as well: all my dang sheep were out on 

our front lawn, grazing. I have to tell you, it was a pretty cool sight. I decided that since I was an avid Instagra-

mer, this would be an awesome picture to show on it.  

 Well, I opened the window to get a picture with my phone but that spooked the sheep and there they 

went. I yelled after them, "get into your pen!" all crabby…actually less than a yell, I didn't want to wake any 

kids up or Heaven forbid the lazy dog who was snoring loudly on the front porch. They looked like they were go-

ing back to their pen so as I was so tired and kinda lazy, I went back on the couch and dozed off. Then, I started 

to think about those sheep. I could just see them eating out of the bunker, getting sick on cow feed and being 

hoof up in the morning. So I got up again to look out the window. There they were again, on the lawn. I got up 

and went to open the window as quietly as I could and tried to take a picture. Well, my stupid phone was flashing 

a light (literally 10 times before it shut off) before it took the photo which was a crappy picture at best. This made 

the sheep scatter and off they went, down the driveway and going for the highway.  

 Crap, crap, crap! Not even thinking about what I was wearing, just not wanting someone to hit them on 

the road, I quickly grabbed a hoodie and ran out the door to hop on the wheeler. Whoa was that cold and I about 

screamed when I realized that I forgot my pants and was in underwear only. Hoping that the only super moon 

anyone was going to see over at the Fairchild Ranchero was going to be up in the sky, I chased those sheep 

and got them back up to their pen...someone, (who drives a manure truck and was snoring in my bed) had left 

the gate open to the pen so he could get in the back of the feedlot that butts up against my sheep pasture and 

must have forgot to shut it. Then after I parked back up by the house, I called them into the barnyard but they 

wouldn't come in...I thought maybe someone had shut the gate, so knowing no one would see my crazy ass 

walking through my sheep pasture in my undies and sweatshirt, I thought what the heck and went to check on 

things. I ended up walking through the whole pasture right up to them and trying to get them to follow me, which 

they wouldn't. I'm sure they took one look at me in that faded light and thought,  

"We're not going anywhere with that looney tune."  
 So as I walked through the pasture back into their yard pen, followed by the goat herd (apparently they 

are non discriminating) I thought crap, what if there's something out here and that's why they didn't want to follow 

me? That would suck, I imagined...getting eaten by a cougar or pack of coyotes when no one knows I'm outside, 

plus I'm half dressed. Like what I was wearing would really matter then, right? I got back into the house and all 

was good. I went to bed, confident in knowing that no matter what I saw outside, I would remember my darn 

pants next time. After all, its supposed to snow Friday. Burr! 

 

Until next time, 

Fairchild Farmgirl   
 
 

 

Ron 

Suzanne 

& family 

Famous Amos Photography 
@FamousAmosPhotography 

https://www.facebook.com/FamousAmosPhotography/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/FamousAmosPhotography/posts/?ref=page_internal
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

 

’
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Farmers Night in the Prom Theatre. December 1940(?) Can you identify yourselves or others? 

T
H

E
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It wasn’t Christmas 

in our home if we 

didn’t have our 

cookies made with 

the MIRRO Cooky 

Press! In fact, I still 

have my Mother’s 

set. I can remember 

the taste of those 

almond flavored 

cookies, so good! 

My other vivid 

memory of Christ-

mas is the Bubble 

Lites on the tree. I 

would lay on the 

couch and watch 

them bubble  until I 

fell asleep! job 

A look back in the Gary Inter State of January 1896    (compiled by Kathye Limberg) 

    The B.C.R. & R& N Railroad had some low rate tickets for December 24th 25th  & 31st to 

January 1 & 2nd return for return trip.  

     U.S. land office, Watertown, SD on October 23, 1895 issued  complaint having been entered 

by D. F. Seehofer  against Peter Tylips for abandoning his homestead. John Hanten, Register.  

    For sale or exchange for hay, corn, oats or wheat, one new Deering mower, new Holingsworth 

rake, one work horse , one milch cow, one weanling calf, one  two year old horse. 

Enquire at farm of F. M. Millard. This did not sound good . 

    Probate notice for letters of administration in the estate of Anna Benson, deceased.  Nils Ben-

son has filed with clerk. 

    In one week at the Interstate  J.L. Robinson, Counsel of Law, stated that he already had a 

dozen applications for the land.  List your land with me. By the way Mrs. Robinson will give a 

good home to a girl who wishes to attend school and earn her board. 

    Chas. Peterson and G.A. Ostlindh of Fish Lake were visitors to Robinson home. 

    Miss Lida Carton has gone to Canada to spend the winter. 

    Pete Johnson is building a house on his land near Less Cochrane’s farm. 

    Mr. Foster and F.Peachy  swaped farms a few days ago. Nothing like a change where two 

agree and feel satisfied. 

    The Christmas tree in the Miss Bixby’s school in Iverson district on Christmas Eve was a 

grand success, it was loaded with gifts which were had after the students sang and recited their 

pieces. 

    Mr & Mrs. Moore received a Christmas box from relatives in Illinois. 

    Miss Ina Harkings is at home from her school in Yankton where she is teaching and will spend 

the holidays with parents and friends. 

    The natural place to trade for everyone who resides within fifteen miles of Gary is at the Old 

Reliable Long Established Store of J I.V.& H.J. Wells. 

    W.F. Gordon Justice of the Peace-Gary, SD a City –Dray-Line. WM Humphrey Prop. All 

work in trusted to my care will receive Prompt Attention. 

    The Salzer Seed Co- the largest issued seed catalogue out in the world. Sent to any address for 

5 cents to cover postage. 

    Joe R. Martin Blacksmith –for horse shoeing. M. L. Chinepiir for General Black smith work. 

    New lumber yard has a splendid stock of pine lumber which I will sell for spot cash at prices 

which no competition can touch. F. H. Greene, Gary, SD. 

    Independent wheat buyer! James Petty John will buy wheat on merits . Bring your wheat to 

my warehouse. 
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Gary Historical Association Membership 
  
 The GHA Board of Directors 

voted to make the membership term 

run from July 1st to July 1st of the fol-

lowing year.  We feel this will help 

the members know when they need to 

renew by coinciding with the Annual 

Gary Celebration and it will make the 

record keeping simpler for the GHA.  

This means that if you have already 

sent your membership dues this calen-

dar year, we will extend your yearly 

term for the extra months until July of 

2017.  If you haven’t renewed yet, please send your membership dues by the 1st of July or bring it to Gary when 

you attend the celebration this year. 

 The GHA dues will remain at $10 per year (a bargain) and $50 for a lifetime membership (even a greater 

bargain).  Please renew, or join if not already a member, so the Gary Historical Association can continue to pre-

serve the history of Gary, and also contribute to the vitality of the future of Gary. 

 Payment for GHA membership can be mailed to Gary Historical Association, PO Box 83, Gary SD 57237 

(for convenience you can use the form below) or sent via PayPal where we are registered as a non-profit recipient 

for donations.  Please renew or join so that the GHA can continue to maintain the marvelous museum, publish the 

Gary Interstate, and contribute to the fun celebration in July.  Gary is recognized statewide as a vigorous small 

town in South Dakota and we would like to continue to help maintain that reputation. 
 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________  

  

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

 

Amount:   $___________________________ 

 

Comments: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Donation Needs 
In addition to the on-going operational expenses, we currently have other projects that could use your financial 

assistance.  The Log cabin needs some outside work.  Donations to accomplish this job would be greatly appreci-

ated.  We thank you in advance for whatever you can donate to complete this work.  No donation is too small, and 

of course, we accept larger ones also. 

The Gary Historical Associa-
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Gary Historical 

WE WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL 

AND REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT:  

Ellen Schulte 

 605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

Joyce Keimig 

605-272-5558 

ATTENTION  GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to mark your 

calendars for the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month at 7 pm at the Gary   

Community Center  

See You There! 

Great Food    Great Libations    Great Service 

Phone: 605-272-2200 

Have you been to our web site?  
www.experiencegarysd.com   

 
It is loaded with interesting information, includ-

ing, Bill Stone’s book at: 
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there 

May all your Christmas memories be happy   

and your traditions be merry.  

Merry Christmas from GHA 

and The Gary Interstate 

We owe Shar and Roger a huge, 

huge Thanks for all the work they 

put into gathering and posting to the computer. Hours 

and hours were spent on the history of this area and 

they need to recognized for their dedication. 

Madison (320) 598-7301 

Dawson  (320) 769-2886 

Fax (320) 598-7955 

www.klqp.com 
Kathy Limberg 

Sales 

klimberg@farmerstel.net 

623 W. 3rd Street 

P. O. Box 70 

Madison, MN 56256 
Home (605) 678-2478 

Home Fax (605) 678-2470 

https://www.paypal.com/us
http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm

