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Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity. 

Gary Historical Association 
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.   

www.experiencegarysd.com 
"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the views of the Gary Historical Association.” 

Joyce Olson-Baer, Editor 
This paper printed for you by  

DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake   SD 

We want to thank them for this service! 
 

Keith Hemmelman captured the 
super blue blood moon January 31, 
2018 over our state capitol in Pi-
erre. —  Keith Hemmelman. SD 
Magazine 
 
Super moon, blue moon and lu-
nar eclipse all in one week that 
hasn’t been seen in over 150 
years. The moon appears 14% lar-
ger and 30% brighter. This phe-
nomenon isn’t scheduled to oc-
cur again until 2037. These three 
verses come to mind when I see 
the moon blood red. 
 
The sun will be turned to darkness and 

the moon to blood before the coming of the 

great and dreadful day of the Lord. Joel 2:31 

 

The sun will be turned to darkness and 

the moon to blood before the coming of the 

great and glorious day of the Lord.  Acts 2:20 

 

I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There 

was a great earthquake. The sun turned black 

like sackcloth made of goat hair, the 

whole moon turned blood red.  Revelation 6:12 

 

https://www.facebook.com/khemmelman
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel+2:31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2:20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+6:12&version=NIV
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June D. Kallhoff 
July 5, 1934 - January 26, 2018  

 

June Kallhoff, age 83, of Gary, SD died 

Friday, January 26, 2018 as a result of 

automobile accident near Clear Lake, 

SD. Memorial service will be 11:00am 

on Saturday, February 3rd at the First 

United Methodist Church in Gary, SD. Visitation will be 5 

to 7pm on Friday, February 2nd at the Houseman Funeral 

Home-Birk Chapel in Canby, MN with a prayer service at 

7pm. Visitation will resume one hour prior to the service at 

the church. Burial will be at the St. Stephens Cemetery, 

rural Canby at a later date. Houseman Funeral Home is 

entrusted with the arrangements. 

     June Doris Kallhoff was born on July 5, 1934 in Canby, 

MN, the daughter of Bernhard and Gesina (Oellien) Kam-

rath. She received her education in Canby, MN and gradu-

ated early at 16. She worked at Otter Tail from the age of 

14 to 23 years old. 

     June married Robert Kallhoff on March 14, 1955 in 

Canby and they were blessed with three children. They 

moved to Madison, MN where they lived until December 

1957. From there they moved to Porter, MN where she 

farmed with Robert and milked cows. Then they owned 

and operated Porter Lockers. In 1975 they left the farm and 

moved to Lake Cochrane, SD. June and Bob purchased the 

Lumber Yards in Gary, SD, Dawson and Appleton, MN.  

     June was a member of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

Word of God Lutheran Church and United Methodist 

Church. Over the years she served as a Sunday school 

teacher and on the kitchen committee. 

     Her hobbies were making quilts, dish towels, pillow 

cases, making pies, deviled eggs, Lefse, Belgium cookies, 

cooking, gardening and reading books. She enjoyed visit-

ing with her older brothers and sisters and working beside 

her other half. She loved giving hugs, visiting, and coffee 

time with family, friends, and neighbors. She played cards 

on Wednesdays with the area ladies and was a Gary Legion 

Auxiliary Member.  

     She is survived by her son, Andy Kallhoff (special 

friend, Kim Nagle) of Gary, SD and children, Chelsie and 

Natalie (special friend, Matthew Oeltjenbruns); son, Wil-

liam (Cheryl) Kallhoff of Willmar, MN and children, 

Bruce (Allie) Loerzel and Josh Loerzel (special friend, 

Christi Cother); Brad Kallhoff, Sara (Kevin) Langemade; 

daughter, Julia Farrell (special friend, Pete Cook) of Fari-

bault, MN and children, Cody (special friend, Meggie Con-

nelly) Farrell, Ryan (special friend, Jaime Scholzen) Far-

rell and Jeremy Farrell; six great grandchildren; and sister-

in-law, Lorraine Kamrath. 

     She is preceded in death by her husband, Robert; par-

ents, siblings: Louise (Harold) Panning, Lawrence, George, 

Paul (Verna) Kamrath and Kathryn (Don) Budahl. 

     Blessed be her memory 

Celia "Sally" Bouvette 
October 10, 1931 - January 26, 2018 

 

Celia Anne Bouvette, age 86, of Gary, 

SD suddenly passed away Friday morn-

ing, January 26, 2018. Memorial Ser-

vice will be 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 

January 31, 2018 at Bethel Lutheran 

Church in Astoria, SD. Burial will be 

held at a later date at Mandan VA Cemetery, Mandan, ND. 

Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at the 

Church on Wednesday. Houseman Funeral Home is en-

trusted with the arrangements.  

     Celia Anne (Rutherford) Bouvette was known as 

“Sally” to her family and friends. Sally was born on Octo-

ber 10, 1931 at Northome Village, MN, the daughter of 

Cecil and Anna (Gosselin) Rutherford. She attended school 

in Hines, MN and later graduated from Pembina, ND. Sally 

worked a variety of jobs including potato harvesting, 

Grand Forks School District and later retiring from United 

Hospital. 

     On June 7, 1948, she married Edmund Bouvette in 

Pembina, ND. They made their home in Pembina, ND, 

Garrison, ND, Grand Forks, ND, then retiring to South Da-

kota to be closer to their family. They had been married for 

69 years and 7 months. 

     Sally loved spending time with her grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren. She also enjoyed gardening, baking 

and visiting with her neighbors and friends. 

     Left to mourn her passing are her husband, Edmund, 

Gary, SD; children: Steven (Barbara) Bouvette, Corpus 

Christi, TX, Harold (Joleen) Bouvette, Osakis, MN, Randy 

(Sandy) Bouvette, Watertown, SD and Brian (Audrey) 

Bouvette, Toronto, SD; 11 grandchildren; 14 great-

grandchildren and two on the way; siblings: Marlene John-

son, Pembina, ND, Harold (Carol) Rutherford, Aberdeen, 

SD, Bette Hamill, Santa Clara, UT, Patrician Rutherford, 

Minneapolis, MN; and many nieces, nephews and cousins. 

     She was preceded in death by her parents and step-

father, Robert Rondeau. 

Robert Banwarth 
November 16, 1920-February 8, 2018 

Our Dad, Robert "Bob" Banwarth, 

passed on February 8th, 2018.   He was a 

loving husband, son, brother, father, 

grandfather, great-grandfather, and 

trusted friend and mentor to many. He 

was an expert machinist and skilled mechanic, fine furni-

ture and cabinetry maker, skilled antique clock craftsman, 

capable electronics technician, expert courtroom precision 

model maker, career FBI specialist, WWII Navy Veteran, 

patent-holding inventor, volunteer fire-fighter (in Gary, 

SD), business owner of several successful businesses, and 

the best gas or electric welder I have ever seen. 
(Continued on page 8)  

https://www.afterlife.co/us/died-on-2018-02-08
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New SD Landmark has Gary Connections        

 

     This sculpture, titled “Dignity”, was recently erected 

on a bluff overlooking the Missouri River near Chamberlain, 

South Dakota. This steel statue portrays a Native American 

maiden holding their traditional star quilt. In the Sioux cul-

ture, the star quilt signified a community of individuals who 

must work together to make a whole. Friendship is the 

thread that holds it together. It is 50 feet tall and is promi-

nently visible from I-90. 

     The noted Black Hills sculptor, 

Dale Lamphere, is the artist of this 

magnificent statue. Norm McKie, a 

retired Rapid City businessman, and 

his wife, Eunabel, commissioned 

Dale to design and build this as a 

gift for the people of South Dakota. 

Norm is the son of Russell McKie, 

who grew up in Gary and graduated from GHS. Norm’s 

grandparents, Charles and Hattie McKie, were among the earliest settlers 

in the Gary area. Norm and his brother, 

Rodney, spent time as youngsters visiting their retired grandparents in 

their home on 3rd Ave across from the current Gary Historical Museum. 

     Gary can be proud to be a part of the history associated with this im-

pressive sculpture, which some think is wor-

thy of being an icon for South Dakota along 

with Mt. Rushmore and the Crazy Horse me-

morial. 

George Washington [1st], Thomas Jefferson [3rd], 

Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt [26th] and Abraham 

Lincoln [16th] 
Korczak Ziolkowski and  

Henry Standing Bear.  

by: Ray Eng 

The skirt pattern is shown in 

tissue paper. SD Magazine photo 

The Spirited Winds Tatanka 

Ranch near Scenic is where 

Lamphere and a team of welders 

worked on this project during 

the summer. SD Magazine photo 

Dale Lamphere 

This would be a nice 
road trip for a day, or 

on your way to see 
Mount Rushmore! SD 

is so rich in scenic 
beauty...get up off the 

couch and explore 
what God created.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korczak_Ziolkowski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Standing_Bear
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ED. HUFFMAN 
 

     Ed. Huffman, the newly installed proprietor of Gary’s leading hardware store, was 

born at Glanford, Wentworth Co., Ontario, March 10, 1848, and came to this locality 

in 1871 and located seven miles east of Gary, where he succeeded in building up one 

of the best 480 acre farms in Yellow Medi-

cine County and where he farmed success-

fully until three years ago, (according to the 

Historical Collection Vol. 2, his farm was the 

stopping place for people on their way to 

Granite Falls or Montevideo. His wife served 

as the mid-wife to neighborhood ladies.) when 

he retired 

from the 

personal 

supervi-

sion of 

the same 

and 

moved to 

Gary 

where he 

has built 

a nice 

and com-

modious 

home. He has just recently purchased the 

hardware and building of W. E. Austin, and 

will at once commence the enlargement of 

the building to make room for the new large and complete stock of hardware which 

he is going to put in with the intension of making it the leading hardware of Gary, 

and the most extensive establishment of its kind in Deuel County. Mr. Huffman’s 

long residence in this community, his numerous acquaintances, and hosts of friends 

insures for him a successful and extensive business in Gary. 

[We apologize for the condition of the pictures, they are copies of copies, etc. The stone can be seen at the GHA Museum. It 

was originally on top of the Huffman building. Thank you Roger Baer for taking the picture.] Editor 
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           Welcome to the March 1878 Gary Interstate 
~Captain Herrick, pioneer of central Dakota, made settlement at what is now the thriving city of 
Gary, about the year 1870 or 1871. 
~ At this time the Winona & St Peter R.R. Co. were building their line west to Lake Kampeska in 
order to secure the vast land grant that they notarized by the completion of the line by January 
1,1873. ~Only two trains ever passed over this road after its completion, west of Gary, until late in the 
season of 1878 at which time the streak of rust was taken up and the road rebuilt. The eastern por-
tion of the county was traversed by what is known as the Coteaux, and is better adapted to stock 

raising than general farming. The western portion of the county is a gently rolling prairie of 
deep black alluvial soil. There are numerous lakes and some groves of native timber in the 
county. 
~The Winona and St. Peter R.R. crosses the county from east to west. The B.C.R. and N. 
crosses near the center from south-east to north-west. Burlington, Cedar Rapids and 

Northern Railway  

 ~The following is a list of important measures that have become laws at the session of the Legislative just closed. 
 To provide for the registration and payment of board of education warrants and to prescribe the rates of interest thereon. 
 Printing of 500 copies of the act of Congress. 
 Prohibiting special legislation by Territorial Legislatures. 
 Providing all surplus in mortgages sales shall be paid to mortgagor instead of Mortgagee 
 To provide for burial of Union soldiers, sailors and marines who die in destitute circumstances. 
 To provide that private corporations (except insurance) may be formed by the association of three or more persons. 
 To provide that no judgment shall be rendered by any court  until after such decision has been filed with the clerk of the district. 
 To allow legitimate mining interests to use Rapid Creek for drainage purposes. 
 To appropriate money for public printing. 
 To extend the term of office of county auditors elected in 1885 one year. 
 To provide for issuing of duplicate of bonds or coupons lost or destroyed. 
 To place inmates of insane asylums under the protection of the laws by securing to them the right of communication with friends 

by letter. 
 To provide the maintenance and to encourage the organization of volunteer fire companies in the territory. 
 Declaring and protecting the legal identity of married women. 
 Providing the duties of town treasurer. 
 To provide for purchasing session laws for use of members of Legislature. 
 To create a new subdivision of the second judicial district. 
 To enable the formation of county mutual insurance companies. 
 To increase the compensation of sheriffs in summoning jurors. 
 To protect large game and quail. 
 Authorizing cities, towns, and villages to fund outstanding indebtedness. 
 Requiring teachers in public schools to keep a record of visits from county superintendents. 
 To provide for the issuance of bonds by cities and municipal corporations for school and other purposes. 
 To permit the construction of bridges over navigable rivers and providing the manner of paving for the same. 
 To amend drainage law so as to make it more effective. 
 Allowing the justice of the Supreme Court $1,500. a year for expenses. 
 To establish an experimental station at the Brookings Agricucutual College. 
 To authorize railroad companies to appoint Police Officers. 
 To compel owners of vicious dogs to pay damage caused by the same. 
 For the maintenance of the public offices of the Territory. 
 Providing for improvements to the school of deaf mutes in Sioux Falls and appropriate $28,000 there for . 
 Providing for the for distribution of Dakota Supreme Courts. 
 Establishing the office of public examiner. 
 Providing for the payment of rent on the tents used at the encampment at Fargo in 1886. 
 To provide for furnishing to sufferers from hail and drought seed wheat the coming year. 
 Providing that person foreclosing mortgages shall be entitled to deduct costs from proceeds. 
 Making it the duty of county treasurers to certify abstracts of title to real estate with reference to taxes affecting property set forth 

in abstract. 
 Providing that road overseers shall make their report before the 15th day of September and that town clerks shall prepare their 

delinquent road tax list before October 1st. 
 To increase “the age of consent” to fourteen years old 

~The number of deaths from freezing in Dakota this season exceeds that of any former one.                             (Continued on page 7) 
 

Yesteryear          Today 

            athy’s news 
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Fairchild Farmgirl 
I’m Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

“Two, four, six, eight! Who do we appreciate?”  
     I feel that if the sheep were saying that, it would-
n’t be me. This weather is stinking cold! After we 
sheared I continuously got the stink eye from my 
ewes when I was doing checks. Especially when I’d 
go out at 2 AM. 
     Hey ladies, if it makes you feel any better, I don’t 
feel like getting out of my bed to come out looking for 
babies either. But they sure like the feed I give them. 
Also, those pictures of the old gals with the cranky 
looks make great Insta-gram and face book fodder.  
     So how are all you? Looking forward to spring I 
hope. I used to love spring, which I not so fondly 
now call Mud season. Someday I’m going to have my 
whole entire barn yard and driveway cement so I 
don’t sweep a shovel full of dirt out of my kitchen on 
a daily basis. Or that’s my dream anyway. Ron keeps 
saying cement is saved for the feedlot…I beg to dif-
fer. I need to win the lottery. You’d see this whole 
place covered with it. 
     Meanwhile, we Fairchild's are soon to be knee 
deep in Lent, maybe 
shedding a few 
pounds from all the 
goodies that we gave 
up. So if you see me 

in those 40 days, and I have a Coke in my hand and it’s not 
Sunday…you politely tell me this is for my own good and di-
rect me back to the pop cooler. There’s cold water in there 
too. Make sure to point that out.  
     Were almost done kidding those crazy goats here and 
only three sets of twins and a single into the lambing sea-
son. Hopefully we have many to go. We’ve got 
some bottle calves that were growing up for fair 
in the fall as well. Ron and the kids are going to 
be building a better milking set up for this 
year's milking season. We're pretty excited to 
be milking 10 nannies this year. We will be 
feeding all this year’s calves the milk, making 
good ice cream and yogurt, breads and sauces 
and of course making tons of soap. Which by 
the way, we will be vending at the first annual 
Spring Vendor Fair in the Gary Legion on 
March 24. [see ad on page 7] So you keep on a- 
trucking. We will too. Lets hope our “truck” 
doesn’t find too much mud.  
Until next time,  
Fairchild Farmgirl 
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

919191STSTST
   

for 
Mrs. Eldeen Baer 

 
900 2nd Ave. 

Madison, MN 56256 

~On account of the deep snow and impassable roads many areas have been without mail or express for six weeks. 
~Deuel County Bank is the oldest bank in the county. B.A. Wade, President, Newton M. Wade Cashier. We are very proud of the history 
of The Bank of Gary, Deuel County, Dakota now known as DNB National Bank. 
~For a cash deal or a Bargain go to J.L. Smith’s. 
~Wanted rags, paper, old iron, scrap iron, copper, brass and any old iron. Highest price in cash only. Geo. Clark 
~The spring examination will be held in April of 1887 at the school in Gary. Applicants should be on hand promptly with pen, ink and pa-
per prepared to write on all the branches required by law. Teachers desiring certificates should attend the public examination if possible. 
A.A. Merrill, co Supt. 
~Uncle Esek’s Wisdom: We stand in our own sunshine oftener than others do. It’s the little things that are the most wonderful and diffi-
cult, it is possible for human enterprise to make a mountain, but impossible for it to make an oyster. The heart gets weary, but never gets 
old. The silent man maybe overlooked now, but he will get a hearing by and by. 
~An auction sale was held in March 1887 at George Yeoman’s farm, section 2 town of Lowe, Deuel County located 3 and a Half miles 
south of Revillo. This was a large auction. Listed were horses, colts, cows, steers, heifers, Deering self binder, wood mower, one horse 
rake, nearly new J.I Case Agitator, 12 horse power threshing machine and power wagon lumber wagon, truck wagon, 2 stirring plows, 2 
breaking plows, black smith tools, first class cook stove. Household and many farming equipment items.  (Continued on page 8) 

https://maps.google.com/?q=900+2nd+Ave.%0D+%C2%A0+%0D+Madison,+MN+56256&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=900+2nd+Ave.%0D+%C2%A0+%0D+Madison,+MN+56256&entry=gmail&source=g
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Providing 
Propane, Fuel, Seed and Fertilizer 

507-223-7241 

 Banworth Obit continued~ 
    He completed one year of Mechanical Engineering at 
SDSU before funds ran out to continue.  He was could 
build or fix anything, from the finest clocks to the largest 
machinery.  He was truly representative of what is called 
“The Greatest Generation”. 
     During his 30-year FBI career, Dad worked on many 
high-profile cases, including the great Brinks Robbery and 
the Kennedy assassination.  He, with others, built the 
courtroom model of Dealey Plaza, used by the Warren 
Commission during their Senate Hearings. He built many 
sophisticated devices for Agent training, including the FBI 
firing range at Quantico, VA ("Hogan's Alley"). 
     He was active in the Catholic Church, serving on the 
design and construction committee for St. Mary’s Church 
in Landover Hills, Prince George’s County. He and Mom 
put us through quality Catholic school educations and Col-
lege. He and Mom volunteered at DeMatha Catholic High 
School, while I attended there. He enjoyed attending 
masses and receiving sacraments at Lorien Nursing Home 
in his later years. He was a good man, and I am confident 
that he has earned his eternal reward in heaven. 
     As a father, Dad was the best that a son could possibly 
have.  He always loved and supported us.  He was (and 
will remain always) my Mentor.  He helped us with all 
things, especially cars, constantly teaching us how to do 
things, build things, and how things worked. We learned 
the value of honest work.  We learned the value of one's 
reputation, word, and honesty.  But, Bill and I also have a 
lot of very funny remembrances of life-lessons from those 
times when our efforts didn’t quite meet those expecta-
tions.  
      He loved being involved in family events, and espe-
cially coming to my home workshop, seeing the lathes and 
other machinery or some latest gadget being worked on. 
Sometimes, we would simply go for a milkshake or ice 
cream cone at McDonald’s (and he did love his ice cream), 
and it would be such great fun. He was always so thrilled 
to see his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He had a 
way of connecting with all ages that still amazes me. 
      He had a zest for life!  And a comforting and caring 
disposition for others.  Just being around him made all of 
us happy as well.  As his longtime Irish friend and priest 
(Fr. Eamon Dignan) told me recently “We are so much 
better off for having known him – and that is the greatest 
tribute anyone can say of another person.” 
     I agree that we are so much better off because of him 
and his influences, which will continue on as his gift to us, 
even as we miss him. so very much.  David Banwarth 

~A farmers warehouse is to be built in Gary in the Spring of 
1888. 

~John McCoy started his business in Gary last fall of boot and 
shoemaker. Even with the extreme unfavorable weather, he has 
been very busy. 
~Manicom and Peachey are the new proprietors of a meat 

market. The market will be under the personal charge of Mr. 
Manicom. 
~John Marsh shot a buffalo wolf. It was the only one seen in 

this area. The wolf is different from other species in that it has a 
black strip its entire length down the back, and under the body 
and legs it has long black hair. 
~D.N. Lake expressed his sincere and heartfelt thanks to friends 

who assisted him in caring for his beloved wife  during  her long 
illness and death. 
~Mr. A.L. Bucklin and his sister spent the winter in Gary and 

went back to Marietta. Mr. Bucklin is an expert violinist and took 
part in Gary’s local entertainment. 
~Christopher Blom froze one of his toes so bad that Dr. Hyde 
had to remove the effected toe. 

~Pat Adams living with Eugene Colwell had a severe spell of 
winter cholera and some dose he received really helped, but he 
would not take another siege of that disease for love or money. 

~J. Ingalls, who now lives in Chicago, wants everyone to know 
to that he is the father of a 8 lb. baby boy. Mr. Ingalls is one of 
the members in the firm known as the City Toilet Supply Co. 
James Dowell is leaving Dakota and returning to Illinois to re-

side. 
~For three whole weeks the Gary Interstate was not published 
due to severe blizzards. 

~S.E Hale of Lowe Township contracted the disease of con-
sumption while working in the iron foundry in Pennsylvania. 
~Rev. Shelland, while driving to one of the school houses fell 
through the ice on s slough between Gary and the place where 

he was to preach. The horse drug the buggy and Rev Shelland 
into 10 feet of water. Somehow the minister managed to extri-
cate himself and the horse, but had to leave the buggy. It did 

end well, as Mr. Willis was able to rescue the buggy. 
I leave you with this thought. 
Accidents happen, sickness comes, mistakes are made, 

things break down, but the sun will always shine again.   
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     During quite a number of stormy nights in early spring, I found my way downstairs to 

finish the night with Mama, safe and unafraid, on the couch. Mama was sleeping down-
stairs on the couch because it was baby chick time in the ‘20s. Two coal-oil-heated incuba-
tors, each warming about 200 “home grown” eggs, filled one-third of the front room. 
     During the daytime, Mama let my two sisters, and me help mark each egg with a little 
laundry bluing. Two times each day, every egg was turned over—all bluing showing at 
night and none during the day. A tiny thermometer showed the temperature inside the incu-
bator to be 103 degrees. 
     The routine was broken during the second week when we candled the eggs. For this 
chore, Mama pulled the trays of eggs to the front of the incubator and passed a flashlight 

under each egg, one at a time. If the egg was dark, all was well. 
But if it seemed light, that meant it wasn’t fertile so out it went. 
     At the end of three weeks things began to happen! We would 
find new piped eggs—the baby chick breaking the shell for entry 
into the world. The next morning, sure enough, a few fluffy bits of chicken 
with dark little eyes were among other eggs in the trays. Soon the trays were 
full. 
     These little balls of fluff housed in cardboard boxes had to share the kitchen with Mama, Dad 
and us three girls. We had no brooder house, so this was the warmest place for them. On sunshiny 

days, we put them outside in temporary pens; on cold rainy days, they chirped forlornly from their boxes in the kitchen. Be-
hind the cook stove a warm box with soft clean lining was hospital for the not-so-hardy ones. 
     Crows and chicken hawks thought baby chicks fine fare, so my sister Maxine and I spent many hours playing near the 
chicken pens to scare them away. 
     One day Dad took a few of the “hopelessly hospitalized” chicks with him when he went back to the field to plow. He 
climbed up the hedge tree removed the eggs from the crows nest and put the sick chicks in. Every day he climbed up to 
check them. All was well for about a week; then he found the nest empty. Perhaps the old crow decided they were foreign-
ers and ate them for lunch. 
     The very finest roosters were kept for next year’s flock but the others ended up on the table. Mama would toss down a 
handful or two of corn and grab the foolish roosters who came for a few grains. She’d quickly remove Mr. Rooster’s head. 
After a bit of flopping around on the ground, he lay still. A bucket of hot water loosened the feathers and he was soon 
cleaned, in the skillet and filling the air with the aroma of fried chicken. 
     The hens were kept for laying eggs, which we sold each week—dozens and dozens of them—to Dawson Produce in 
Bronson, Kansas. 
     During the Depression years the chickens were our means of 
survival. When things got really bad Dad would cull a dozen or 
so hens who were not laying eggs, tie their legs together with 
bailing twine, put them between the front and back seats of the 
Model-T and haul them into town. This money bought flour, coal 
oil, shoes or whatever was absolutely necessary. Nothing was 
charged—ever! 
     Today, I have a few chickens for fertilizer and the pleasure of 
caring for them. But sometimes when I turn them out of the hen-
houses, I can close my eyes and be a little girl again, turning 
Mama’s fine laying hens out for their day in the sun. They helped 
us survive. 

By: Reta Mae Johnson 
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The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

Gary Historical 
WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND REQUEST  

A TOUR. 
PLEASE CONTACT:  

Ellen Schulte 

 605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

Joyce Keimig 

605-272-5558 

Great Food    Great Libations    Great Service 

Phone: 605-272-2200 

Have you been to our web site?  
www.experiencegarysd.com   

 
It is loaded with interesting information, includ-

ing, Bill Stone’s book at: 
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there 

Madison (320) 598-7301 

Dawson  (320) 769-2886 

Fax (320) 598-7955 

www.klqp.com 
Kathy Limberg 

Sales 

klimberg@farmerstel.net 

623 W. 3rd Street 

P. O. Box 70 

Madison, MN 56256 
Home (605) 678-2478 

Home Fax (605) 678-2470 

ATTENTION  GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to let you  

know our March meeting 

Is on the 3rd Tuesday, 7 pm  

Gary Community Center!  

Gary Historical Ass’n Offi-

cers –2018 
President - Ron Stangeland 
Vice president- Albert Bekaert 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 
Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 

Photographer’s 
 

Joyce Keming 
Ellen Schulte 
Roger Baer 

Suzanne Fairchild 
Other submitted 

 

  
Name:  

 

Address:  

 

City, State, Zip:  

 

E-mail Address:  

 

Amount:  $___________________________ 

 

Comments:  

 

 

      Recently donated to the Gary Li-
brary are about 200 
good  DVD movies. They are 
available to the public for 
viewing just by checking 
them out as you would a book 
at no cost. They are waiting 
to be checked out! 
     Also some very good books have been donated, includ-
ing three Francine Rivers books. She writes excellent reli-
gious fiction. Purchased at the library are the latest Tracie 
Peterson books, the Heart of the Frontier series.  
Library hours: Tuesday, 10:30 am to 6 pm and Fridays 
from 2 to 6 pm. The Friday closing hour was changed the 
first of year to 6:00 pm instead of 6:30. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Library and am always happy to see new 
faces!!!  Handicap accessible. 

Please be advised that any ads or announcements you 

are wanting in the Gary Interstate for any given month 

must be in by 23rd. We always work a month ahead. 

https://youtu.be/dMbq9YGxTV8 (copy and paste into your browser) 

Story about the railroad... 

http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
https://www.paypal.com/us

