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What Is Flag Day? BY: JENNIE COHEN

Celebrate Flag Day with fun and surprising facts about the American flag and how to display
it.
When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, the colonists weren’t fighting united under a
single flag. Instead, most regiments participating in the war for independence against the British fought under their own flags. In June of 1775, the Second Continental Congress met in
Philadelphia to create the Continental Army—a unified colonial fighting force—with the hopes
of more organized battle against its colonial oppressors. This led to the creation of what was,
essentially, the first “American” flag, the Continental Colors.
For some, this flag, which was comprised of 13 red and white alternating stripes and a Union
Jack in the corner, was too similar to that of the British. George Washington soon realized that
flying a flag that was even remotely close to the British flag was not a great confidence-builder
for the revolutionary effort, so he turned his efforts towards creating a new symbol of freedom
for the soon-to-be fledgling nation.
On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress took a break from writing the Articles of
Confederation and passed a resolution stating that “the flag of the United States be 13 stripes,
alternate red and white,” and that “the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field, representing a
new constellation.”
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson marked the anniversary of that decree by officially establishing June 14 as Flag Day. As you celebrate the anniversary of the Stars and Stripes, here
are some fast facts about “Old Glory.”
• Bernard Cigrand, a small-town Wisconsin teacher, originated the idea for an annual flag day,
to be celebrated across the country every June 14, in 1885. That year, he led his school in the
first formal observance of the holiday. Cigrand, who later changed careers and practiced dentistry in Illinois, continued to promote his concept and advocate respect for the flag throughout
his life.
• It is widely believed that Betsy Ross, who assisted the Revolutionary War effort by repairing
uniforms and sewing tents, made and helped design the first American flag. However, there is
no historical evidence that she contributed to Old Glory’s creation. It was not until her grandson William Canby held an 1870 press conference to recount the story that the American public learned of her possible role.
• The lyrics of “The Star-Spangled Banner,” America’s national anthem since 1931, are taken
from a patriotic poem written by Francis Scott Key after he witnessed the Battle of Fort
McHenry during the War of 1812. His words were set to the tune of “To Anacreon in Heaven,”
a popular British drinking song.
• In the 1950s, when it seemed certain that Alaska would be admitted to the Union, designers
began retooling the American flag to add a 49th star to the existing 48. Meanwhile, a 17-yearold Ohioan named Bob Heft student borrowed his mother’s sewing machine, disassembled his
family’s 48-star flag and stitched on 50 stars in a proportional pattern. He handed in his creation to his history teacher for a class project, explaining that he expected Hawaii would soon
achieve statehood as well. Heft also sent the flag to his congressman, Walter Moeller, who
presented it to President Eisenhower after both new states joined the Union. Eisenhower selected Heft’s design, and on July 4, 1960, the president and the high school student stood together as the 50-star flag was raised for the first time. Heft’s teacher promptly changed his
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from Italy in the early 1900’s. Graduate of Mont Pleasant
High School where he earned letters in football. He was
proud of his senior season as his team was both unbeaten
and unscored upon. He graduated with a BS in sociology
from Asbury College in Wilmore, KY in 1948.
He accepted a United Methodist Church 2-point
charge (Gary-Clear Lake) in South Dakota. While serving those churches as their pastor, he met his future wife,
Edythe Peden, a member of the Gary Church and a senior at Hamline University (St. Paul, MN). They were
married in 1949 and celebrated their 69th anniversary in
2018. They moved to Denver, CO in 1951 where Bill
attended the Iliff School of Theology, earning an M.Th
degree in 1953 and a Th.D in 1955.
Awarded both the Elizabeth Iliff Warren Fellowship
and Dempster Graduate Scholarship enabled him to do
further studies in Sociology of Religion at New York
University in NYC. There he taught sociology classes as
a graduate assistant. Bill took a faculty position at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, NE in 1957 with
the intent not only to teach Sociology classes (which
were part of the Political Science Dept. at the time), but
to establish a Department of Sociology, Anthropology,
and Social Work. This was accomplished followed by
accreditation for the social work major as well as introducing criminal justice courses into the curriculum. Dr.
Cascini remained at NWU for 38 years, serving as chair
of his department for 35 of those years.
In addition to his professorship at NWU, he did parttime marriage, family and supportive therapy counseling
in conjunction with a psychiatric practice in Lincoln for
over 25 years. On campus he served as law advisor,
guiding many students into that profession through his
encouragement and confidence in their abilities. He
counseled countless young adults as they struggled with
personal problems, both on and off campus, while as students, or years later. He was also the faculty advisor to
the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity for 15 years.
Retired in 1995 at the age of 70 after having touched
the lives of over 11,000 students he’d had in his classes
over the span of his years. He and his wife established a
scholarship which is awarded each year to an NWU student in the social sciences. In retirement, he and Edythe
worked with teachers of English and Social Services in
Ostuni, Italy in the Global Volunteer Program. He also
participated in an ElderHostel archeological dig in restoring a presidio in San Diego. They moved from their
home on Wedgewood Lake to Eastmont Retirement
Community in 2004.
A 71-year member of the SD annual Conference of
the United Methodist Church, 60-year member of the
American Sociological Association, an associate member
of First United Methodist Church. Because Bill was so
heavily invested in education, he took great comfort in
his three children’s accomplishments: all graduates of
NWU with advanced degrees in their chosen fields of
study.
Obituaries continued on page 9. . .

Corinne Severtson
March 6, 1937 - April 27, 2019

Corinne Severtson, age 82, of Eden
Prairie, MN, formerly of Canby, MN
passed away on Saturday, April 27,
2019 at the Victoria Care Center in
Victoria, MN. Funeral Services will
be 11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 3, 2019
at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Canby, MN. Burial
will be at St. Stephen’s Cemetery, Canby, MN. Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service at the
Church. The Houseman Funeral Home in Canby is entrusted with the arrangements.
Corinne Inez Severtson was born March 6, 1937 in
Gary, SD, the daughter of Gerald and Hazel (Hodgson)
Cummings. Corinne married Luther Severtson in June of
1962, the couple made their first home in Colorado
Springs, CO during Luther’s final months of military
service, they then moved to Canby, Minnesota where
they were both teachers. They were blessed with two
children and were active in many areas the community
and their church. Corinne always made sure the family
pets were well-loved members of the family.
Corinne attended General Beadle State Teachers College (now Dakota State University) where a scholarship
is endowed in her name. She did her graduate work at
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, SD. Corinne taught in
Marshall and Canby schools for 38 years, working with
students of a variety of ages. She especially enjoyed
teaching children with learning disabilities who held a
special place in her heart. After retirement, Corinne
made a point of traveling, visiting several countries.
In recent years, Corinne moved to Eden Prairie, MN
living at Summit Place where she stayed busy as a member of Hilltop Church. Corinne always loved creative
pursuits, trying her hand at numerous arts and crafts over
the years. Family and friends received many handmade
gifts over the years. Her cards were especially appreciated by her friends at Summit Place. Corinne was known
to friends as Connie and will be missed.
Corinne is survived by her daughter, Cynthia (Martin)
Walsh of Chaska, MN and son, Dorn (Tamara) Severtson
of Cologne, MN. She is also survived by her five grandchildren, Annelise, Anders and Brandon Severtson, Luke
and Marie Walsh and a host of family and friends.
Corinne was preceded in death by her parents and
husband.
WILLIAM (BILL) MARIO
CASCINI
William Mario Cascini, of Lincoln,
died May 17 2019. Born June 18,
1924 in Schenectady, NY. His parents, Nicola and Giovanna (di Bartolomeo) Cascini were immigrants
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Father's Day Turns 110:
How Did It Begin?

By Remy Melina

Father's Day is celebrating its 110th anniversary this year on June 16, and it all began when a young woman wanted to honor her
dad.
In May of 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Wash., sat in church listening to a Mother's Day sermon. She decided she
wanted to designate a day for her dad , William Jackson Smart. Dodd's mother had died in childbirth, and Dodd's father, a Civil
War veteran, had taken the responsibility of singlehandedly raising the newborn and his other five children.
The following year, Dodd wanted to celebrate Father's Day on June 5th, her father's birthday, and petitioned for the holiday to
be recognized in her city. Needing more time to arrange the festivities, Spokane’s mayor pushed the date back by two weeks, and
the first Father's Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910, according to the Spokane Regional Convention and Visitor Bureau.
At the first Father's Day celebration, young women handed out red roses to their fathers during a church service, and large
baskets full of roses were passed around, with attendees encouraged to pin on a rose in honor of their fathers – red for the living
and white in memory of the deceased. Dodd then brought her infant son along on a horse-drawn carriage ride through the city,
bringing roses and gifts to home-bound fathers.
While Congress was quick to officially declare the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day in 1914, after it was first celebrated
on May 10, 1908, it took much longer for Father's Day to be legally recognized. But thanks to Dodd's celebration, Father's Day
steadily gained popularity.
In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge said that he supported it, in order to establish closer relationships between fathers and
their children and to impress upon fathers the full measure of their obligations, according to the Library of Congress.
And the holiday gained more traction in 1938 when a trade organization, the National Council for the Promotion of Father's
Day, which was formed by men's clothing retailers in New York City, decided to take up the cause, according to Consumer Rites:
The Buying and Selling of American Holidays (Princeton University Press, 1995).
President Lyndon Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation honoring fathers in 1966, but it wasn't until 1972 that
President Richard Nixon signed the public law that made it a permanent holiday. Since then, Father’s Day has become a time to
recognize the many different father figures in our lives.
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Easter Bunny doing the Bunny Pokey with the 72 kids.
Bunny did an awesome job.

The Gary Community Club and
Gary Auxiliary put on a Glow In the
Dark Easter Egg Hunt on April 20, at
5:00 at the Gary Legion Hall. We
had 72 children participating in the
event this year. We are so happy for
the unexpected awesome turnout. We played games while the
other children were hunting for
their eggs. Our Easter bunny was
Kelly Stone.
These kids belong to Kaleb
and Brenda Steele. Kids are
Sara and Owen Steele
These kids belong to Brodie
and Kelley Dailey of Clear Lake

These kids belong to Greta Leitheiser and grandkids to Steve
and Sue Schanning of Gary
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Winners of the coloring contest. They got $5 in
Gary Funbucks Aiden Herzog, Allison Leitheiser, and Kendyle Good
Faye Stone and some of her
grandkids. She is part of the
auxiliary.

This is Dylan Meyen, son of Dustin
and Kim Meyen of Gary
Sorry, we have no names for
these cuties...

Providing
Propane, Fuel, Seed and Fertilizer
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Fairchild Farmgirl
I’m Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader
Can you get enough of this sunshine?
Me neither! As most of you, I’m cursed into staying inside most of the day, unfortunately.
But, I make dumb excuses to enjoy this glorious weather anyway.

“I’m going to walk down and get the mail.”
Ron: “Um just take the 4 wheeler.”
With a look of disgust, I say, “have you been outside? You’ll be lucky to see me back before
dark.”
I see most of the farmers are trying their darnedest to get in the field, it seems like when it dries
almost completely, we get another healthy shot of rain. Maybe we should start growing rice around
here. Then we’d be happy to have wet fields!
Right now, the Fairchild’s are up to our ears in end of school year things; Awards nights, banquets, ending sports, starting to practice for Gary ball. You know, if you go to about any kids ball
game in Gary, chances are you will see a Fairchild up to bat, or picking grass in the outfield. This
year we are on 5 different teams. T-ball, 8’s, 10’s, 12’s and boys majors. I’m so
excited to just grab a lawn chair, sit with friends, grab some popcorn
from the concession stand, let the littles play on the park and watch ball.
If you do come and watch any game, support the Auxiliary by getting a
hotdog, treat or pop at the concession stand. You won’t be disappointed.
Speaking of summer, I just spent a good hour on summer activities besides Gary ball. There’s Volleyball camp, Bible camp in Clear Lake at St.
Mary’s (and PS if you know of any other church camps let me know)
Trap shoot league, Sanford Sports Camp and basketball camp.
It got me thinking about when I was a kid, growing up in the 70-80’s era.
No school, we were poor…the only camp we saw was if we stayed in the hayfield in the tent. Man, was that fun. My parents would splurge and every once
in a while get colored marshmallows, and enough pop to each get half a can.

MAN! Were we living then!
Basketball Camp? Heck, my dad put up a net along side his shop and my brother Andy and I would shoot
hoops for hours. I never knew if we were tired from playing or weakened by blood loss from mosquito bites.
Sometimes I think of how care free our summers were. I remember making forts under these huge over grown
lilac and rose bushes, coloring, going over to the neighbors on a Friday night and you know, sometimes I want
that back. It was simple. We weren’t always having to run places. Our parents didn’t have money so that was that.
Sometimes we went to the lake to swim, but other than a few times a summer, there really wasn’t much and we
were happy kids.
Then it goes back to our family. Are our kids in too much stuff? I think about that often. Then I realize that
each kid is just in one or two things, we just have a lot of kids so it seems like a lot. Duh! You know what else? I
like going to watch my kids in stuff. It’s relaxing, it’s fun to see other parents and shoot the breeze. Even though I
don’t like “wasting gas” I kind of get a kick out of being road warriors in the summer, going to softball tourneys
all over. So maybe I’ll see you around,
Fairchild “save me a purple freezie” Farmgirl
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High School Annuals Digitized

You can use

Progress Report
The 1950 to 1987 Gary High School annuals in
our possession have been digitized and are available in
searchable PDF documents on the computer in the museum. The Oklahoma Correctional Industries scanned
them for us to make them available on a compact disk in
their Digital Imaging System. For more details on this
free program for non-profit organizations, go to
www.ocisales.com.
We are still missing any annuals before 1939
(except 1919), 1942 through 1947, 1952, 1953, 1956,
1974, and 1985. If you have any of these available,
please contact Ellen Schulte (ellena@itctel.com) or Ray
Eng (eng_10@msn.com) to discuss arrangements to complete our digital collection.
The scanned annuals will also be uploaded to the
GHA website as they become available to us.

"What Do You Mean 'The War Is Over?'"
"There was a Japanese soldier named Hiro Onoda who never realized ww2 was over until 1974. He was sent to a small island in the
Philippines to spy on the American forces. He evaded capture and
remained in the jungle to carry out his mission for the next 30
years. His former superior had to come out of retirement to convince him the war was over."
Absolutely true. Onoda lived on the island in the Philippines where
he'd been stationed, all by himself, for 29 years. He returned to
Tokyo a hero, dying at the age of 91 in 2014.
“Thomas Jefferson, writer of The Declaration of Independence, 3rd
president of the United States, and founding father, broke his wrist
trying to jump over a fence in Paris to impress a girl."
It's no surprise that Jefferson was a bit of a hound dog, and this
story is 100% true. After surgeons set his wrist bones, he suffered
pain in his wrist for the rest of his life. Because of this injury, he
wrote many of his famous love letters with his left hand

WHAT IS THE LAST NAME OF ENGLAND'S ROYAL FAMILY?
Well, being the royal family, they have very little use for a last
name, since everyone knows who they are, according to the family's official Web site. However, the queen signs official documents
"Elizabeth R." The R stands for Regina, which means
"queen." (Regina is not one of her given names; she was baptized
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary.) George V used the family name Windsor during World War I. When Princess Elizabeth (the current
queen) served as a subaltern in the Auxiliary Territorial Service
during World War II, she was called Elizabeth Windsor. Elizabeth
married Prince Philip of Greece, whose family name was Mountbatten, and eventually she decreed that most of her descendants
would be called Mountbatten-Windsor. Princess Anne used this
name in 1973 when she married Captain Mark Phillips. Officially,
however, the name Mountbatten-Windsor does not apply to princes
or princesses. Any British royal who is styled "Royal Highness" -including Prince Charles and his sons -- belongs to the house of
Windsor.

911 St. Olaf Avenue North
P.O. Box 148

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR

 Quality Service  Freshness

Canby, Minnesota
507-223-5505

7

By Rosie Phillips

ne beautiful summer morning back in the
‘30’s, I decided to go out looking for wild
grapes which then grew pretty plentifully
in our Arkansas Ozarks. Usually one or
both of our teen-age daughters would have been
with me, but later I was glad I had gone alone.

thankful to be alone. Might a second climber
have been too late? Would the little tree have accommodated another’s weight?
Through the hours they kept me up there,
while they were swaying the sapling and butting
the bark from its trunk, I was wondering how
much longer it would stand. Finally they gave up
and circled out to graze, and then retreated in
the direction from which they had come.

After the farm chores were mostly finished, I donned my sunbonnet and, taking a 3gallon pail, walked across our 40 acre place, slipping my belt through the bucket bail, freeing my
hands for the climb up the steep, timbered
mountain ahead.

I watched them to a safe distance, then I
came down and ran from the mountain, coming
to and crossing the field of another neighbor and on into the
road a mile from our place.

At the top I came out
into the flat field which covered the mountain where,
from my earliest memory,
had lived a large family.
Through death of some and
scattering of others, the
place was now vacated (of
people) and partly overgrown with scrub sprouts.

When I reached home that
afternoon, the family wondered
at my long stay and the empty
bucket. I had only a story to tell.
I have since wondered
how it would have been had not that hickory sapling stood on the opportune spot, but I’m quite
sure I would not now be a great-grandmother
writing this.

After walking for some distance toward
the vacant house I noticed to my left a herd of
cattle. Hoping they had not sensed my presence,
I started pretty pertly in the opposite direction,
as sometimes cattle herds are not friendly with
strangers, especially with a big brute in the lead.
I had not long to wonder, for by the bellowing and pounding hoofs, I knew they were
coming. I ran as fast as my lithe limbs would
take me, looking for something for protection.
Some distance ahead I spied a hickory sapling
with low limbs for a quick climb up. By the time
my feet had reached the height of their backs,
they were there, bellowing and pawing the
ground under me. Now you see why I was
8

Cascini Obit continued. . .

Joyce Hinders
February 11, 1945 - May 19, 2019

The family wishes to extend heartfelt appreciation to the
nurses and aides of the Eastmont Lifebrook Memory Care
Center and the Tabitha Hospice Services for their patience,
understanding, love and kindness while caring for Bill.
The family wishes to extend heartfelt appreciation to the
nurses and aides of the Eastmont Lifebrook Memory Care
Center and the Tabitha Hospice Services for their patience,
understanding, love and kindness while caring for Bill. Bill is
survived by wife Edythe, son Wade (Marcella) of Sammamish, WA, daughter Janelle Herres (Michael) of Lincoln and
daughter-in-law Mary (Lundy) Cascini of Lincoln. Grandchildren Jillian Cascini of Wausau WI, Zane Cascini, Alex
Zappala, Macrae Zappala Kate Edwards, Will (Jessica) Herres all of Lincoln, Great grandchildren; Paxon and Blaire
Schneider, Nola Edwards, and Mabel Herres. Preceded in
death by his son Brett, his parents, brother Anthony, sister
Eva and her husband Gene Brandt of Clear Lake, SD.
He requested no visitation or services.
Cremation with inurnment at Lincoln Memorial Park
Cemetery will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be given to the William and Edythe
Peden Cascini Endowed Scholarship at Nebraska Wesleyan
University, 50th and St. Paul, Lincoln, NE 68504, or William
and Edythe Cascini Scholarship at Iliff School of Theology,
2204 S. University Blvd., Denver, CO 80210, or Eastmont
Towers Benevolent Fund, 6315 O Street, Lincoln, NE 68510
or to donor’s choice.

Joyce Hinders, age 74, of Gary,
SD passed away on Sunday,
May 19, 2019 at the Deuel
County Good Samaritan Society
in Clear Lake, SD. Memorial
Service will be 11:00 a.m. on
Friday, May 24, 2019 at Our
Saviours Lutheran Church,
Canby, MN. Burial will be at the
St. Stephen’s Cemetery, Canby, MN. Visitation will be
held one hour prior to the service at the Church. The
Houseman Funeral Home, Birk Chapel of Canby is entrusted with the arrangements.
Joyce Ann Hinders was born on February 11, 1945 in
Canby, MN to parents Henry and Norma (Miller) Wahlstrom. She was raised in Canby and she attended and
graduated from Canby High School.
On June 2, 1963 Joyce was united in marriage to Larry
Hinders. Together they lived, farmed and raised their family on a farm near Gary, SD. They were very proud of
their registered Red Angus cattle herd that they shared
with Jim Perkins. Joyce enjoyed camping, dealing in Tupperware and traveling to the ocean with her family.
Joyce spent many years in the healthcare industry,
working for both Sanford Health in Canby for several
years, and for the Good Samaritan Society in Clear Lake.
She took great pride in her accomplishments as a CNA
and later as a medication Aide and taking care of the residents every day.
She is survived by her children: Anita (Steve) Schrieber, Dundee, OR, Renae (David) Denelsbeck of Clovis,
New Mexico, Linn (Melissa) Hinders, Woodlake, MN and
Kriss Hinders of Washington, DC; seven grandchildren,
and three great-granddaughters; sisters, Phyllis Lund,
Dawson, MN and Doris (Lyle) Winter, Browerville, MN;
and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents; her husband,
Larry; sister, Jean (Robert) Willgohs and brother-in-law,
Kermit Lund.

DEATH NOTICE
Kent Bren
A burial service was held at Grandview Cemetery in
Gary, SD, May 18 at 11 am for Kent Bren. He passed
away December 18 at Conway Nursing Home in
Conway, Ark., and was formerly of Canby. Lunch
was held at State Line preceding the burial. He was
the son of Ardell Bren.

DEATH NOTICE

Country singer, Barbara Mandrell said that when
her son Nathan was born, she always sang three

Keith Brevik

songs to him: “Jesus Loves Me,” “This is the

Funeral services for Keith Brevik, formerly of Gary,
SD, was held at the First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Gary, SD at 2 pm on Friday, May 17. Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service at
the church. Burial with military honors will be held
at the Grandview Cemetery in Gary following the
service.

Day the Lord Has Made,” and “Jesus Loves
the Little Children.” She said: “I wondered which
of these would be the first song that Nathan would
sing on his own. It was none of those three. The first
song he sang was ‘All My Ex’s Live in Texas.’”
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Welcome to the June 2019 Gary Inter State
June 6, 1944 was D-Day, the Allied invasion of Normandy and today, 75 years
later the words of war with Iran is floating
around in the air waves, I thought it important to go back to that June 6, 1944 day
when the United States along with allied
military’s forces faced sacrifices beyond
bravery.
The Allied invasion of Normandy was
among the largest military operations
ever staged.
Without the planning and heroic sacrifices of the D-Day Invasion the
Yesteryear
Today
Allies may have never defeated the Nazi forces in Europe. On June 6, 1944
more than 156,000 American, British and Canadian troops stormed 50
miles of Normandy’s fiercely defended beaches in northern France in an operation that proved to be a critical
turning point in World War II.
Allied leader Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill knew from the start of the war that a massive
invasion of the mainland Europe would be critical to take pressure from the Soviet army fighting the Nazis in the
east. Initially, a plan called “Operation Sledgehammer” called for an Allied invasion of ports in northwest France
as early as 1943, but Roosevelt and Churchill decided to invade Northern Africa first and attack Europe’s “soft
underbelly through Italy. The invasion, officially called “Operation Overlord”, combined the forces of 156,,115
U.S. , British and Canadian troops, 6,939 ships and landing vessels, and 2,395 aircraft and 867 gliders that delivered airborne troops.
Allied forces carried out a massive deception campaign in advance of D-Day. The idea behind the ruse was to
trick the Nazis into thinking that the invasion would occur at Pas-de-Calais, the closest French coastline to England. The Allies used fake radio transmission, double agents, and even a “phantom army” commanded by American General George Patton, to throw Germany off the trail.
Two months before D-Day, Allied forces conducted a disastrous rehearsal of the Normandy invasion on an
evacuated English beach called Slapton Sands. Known as “Exercise Tiger”, 749 U.S. troops lost their lives after a
fleet of German E-boats caught wind of the mock invasion and torpedoed American tank landing ships. Survivors
described the Exercise Tiger fiasco as more terrifying than the D-Day landing on Omaha Beach.
Anticipating an Allied invasion somewhere along the French coast, Adolf Hitler charged Field Marshal Erwin Rommel with fortifying Nazi defenses in France. In 1943, Rommel completed construction of the “Atlantic
Wall, Germany’s 2,4oo- mile line of bunkers, landmines and beach and water obstacles. It’s estimated that the
Nazis planted 4 million landmines along Normandy’s beaches.
Since Operation Overlord was launched from England, the U.S. military had to ship 7 million tons of supplies
to the staging area, including 450,000 tons of ammunition.
Troops and supplies were in place by May, but bad weather delayed the launch date
of the invasion. On June 5, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied
Commander in charge of Operation Overload, decided that the invasion would happen
the next day, in part because the weather was still rough and Nazi planes were
grounded. That same day, 1.000 British bombers dropped 5.000 tons of munitions on
Nazi gun batteries along the Normandy coast to cripple Germany’s defenses before the
imminent invasion.
Operation Overlord was divided among sections of beachfront along the Normandy
coast codenamed, from West to East: “Utah,” “Omaha,” “Gold, “ “Juno” and
Carrying their equipment, “Sword,” The D-Day invasion began in the predawn hours of June 6 with thousands of paraUS assault troops move
onto Utah Beach. Land- troopers landing on the Utah and Sword
beaches in an attempt to cut off exits and destroy
ing craft can be seen in
bridges to slow Nazi reinforcements. American
the background.
paratroopers suffered high casualties at Utah
beach, some drowning under heavy equipment
in flooded marshland, others shot out of the sky by Nazi snipers. The British and Canadian paratroopers met less resistance at Sword beach and
quickly too two key bridges.

athy’s news
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In wave after wave of thousands of landing ships, more than
156,000 Allied infantrymen stormed the five beaches. Facing them
were around 50,000 Germans troops. Stormy seas make the landings incredibly difficult, with man regiments coming ashore far from
their destinations. At Omaha Beach, only two of the 29 amphibious
tanks even made to land on their own power (three were later transported to the beach). At Utah Beach, the American troops included
14 Comanche “code-talkers” who relayed critical tactical messages in their Native American tongue. “Thank You for your service
to America.”
At Omaha Beach, bombings runs had failed to take out heavily
fortified Nazi artillery positions. The first waves of American fighters
were cut down in droves by German machine guns fire as they
scrambled across the mine-riddled beach. But those brave U.S.
Meeting of the Supreme Headquarters Allied
forces persisted through the day-long slog, pushing forward to a
Expeditionary Force (SHAEF), 1 February
fortified seawall and then up steep bluffs to take out the Nazi artil1944. Front row: Air Chief Marshal Arthur
lery posts by nightfall. All told , around 2,400 American troops
Tedder; GeneralDwight D. Eisenwere killed, wounded or unaccounted for after the fighting at Omaha
hower; General Bernard Montgomery. Back
Beach.
Canadian soldiers also suffered terrible casualties at Juno Beach, row: Lieutenant General Omar Bradley; AdmiralBertram Ramsay; Air Chief Marbattling rough seas before landing on a heavily defended strip of
shal Trafford Leigh-Mallory; Lieutenant Genshoreline. Similar to the Americans at Omaha Beach, the first lines
eral Walter Bedell Smith.
of Canadian troops were funned down en masse by Nazi artilleryestimates put the initial casualty rate at 50 percent- before pushing
beyond the beachfront and chasing the Germans inland. In the end, Canadians at Juno captured more towns
and territory than any other battalions in Operation Overlord.
Five days after the D-Day invasion, troops immediately began installing two massive temporary harbors that
had taken months to construct back England. All told, the Allies unloaded approximately 2,500,000 men,
500,000 vehicles and 4,000,000 tons of supplies at temporary harbors over the remaining course of the war.
The total Allied losses at Normandy are estimated to be at least 4,413 and total Allied deaths in the Battle of
Normandy ,which dragged on until August, topped 226,000.
But thanks in part to the massive influx of troops and equipment, D-Day marked a decisive turning point in the
war, Less than a year later, on May 7, 1945 Germany signed an unconditional surrender.
Today what would war be like?
Many of the local brave soldiers that served this country in time of war you will find them laid at rest in the
Grandview Cemetery. The next time you visit Gary, walk through the beautiful Cemetery with a view that spans
the Valley. The Caregiver of the Grandview Cemetery does an excellent job.

The Paper for the Gary
Inter State is provided by
History buff Kathy Limberg
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Have you been to our web site?
www.experiencegarysd.com
it is loaded with interesting information, including, Bill
Stone’s book at:
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm
Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook
Please LIKE us there

The Gary Historical Association
Museum Membership

Gary Historical
WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND REQUEST
A TOUR.
PLEASE CONTACT:

Ellen Schulte
605-272-5295
Carolynn Webber
605-272-5777
Joyce Keimig
605-272-5558
Gary Historical Ass’n
Officers –2017-2018

Name:

President - Ron Stangeland

Address:

Vice president- Albert Bekaert
Secretary - Ellen Schulte

City, State, Zip:

Photographer’s
Joyce Keming
Ellen Schulte
Roger Baer
Suzanne Fairchild
Other submitted

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland

E-mail Address:

ATTENTION GHA MEMBERS
Just a Friendly reminder to let you
know we will MEET on the
3rd Tuesday in June, 7 pm
Gary Community Center!

Amount: $___________________________
Comments:

June 14, 2019
FLAG DAY

Phone: 605-272-2200

Great Food

Great Libations

Great Service
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