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Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.co 

"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Gary Historical Association.”  

Tanya Olsen, Editor  

 This paper printed for you by  
DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake SD  

We want to thank them for this service!  
 Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 

 

This year has definitely been stressful and something none of us has ever been through      

before, but despite all the negative things from 2020 I am sure we all can still find things to be 

thankful for. So this Thanksgiving hold your loved ones closer and make sure to say an extra 

prayer of thanks for all that you have. Take care and God Bless you and yours!  

Happy Thanksgiving!!!  
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Sanford Clear Lake urging community to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19 

 
 

CLEAR LAKE, S.D.– Providers at Sanford Clear Lake are encouraging the community to take 
precautions to help slow the spread of COVID-19, as cases spread rapidly and the holiday season ap-
proaches. 
 
“We all want to be with our families during the holidays, and we want to celebrate with friends and 
neighbors,” said Ashley Lipp, PA-C, a family medicine provider at Sanford Clear Lake. 
“Unfortunately, this year is unlike any other, and with widespread community transmission of 
COVID-19 in our area, it’s crucial that we take steps to keep our loved ones safe.”  
 
Residents are urged to wear masks in public areas and anytime social distancing isn’t possible, wash 
hands frequently, stay six feet apart, get an annual flu shot, and get tested for COVID-19 when need-
ed.  
 
“We need your help to keep our community safe and healthy,” Lipp said. “Wearing a mask is one of 
the most important things you can do right now; it’s a simple act that shows you care about your 
friends, your family, and your neighbors and want to do your part to keep them safe.” 
 
If you have been exposed to COVID-19 or have symptoms, including a fever of 100.4 or higher, 
cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, nausea or 
vomiting, headache or excessive fatigue, congestion or a runny nose, call Sanford Clear Lake Clinic at 
(605) 874-8484. 
 
 
About Sanford Health 
Sanford Health, one of the largest health systems in the United States, is dedicated to the integrated 
delivery of health care, genomic medicine, senior care and services, global clinics, research and af-
fordable insurance. Headquartered in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the organization includes 44 hospi-
tals, 1,400 physicians and more than 200 Good Samaritan Society senior care locations in 26 states 
and nine countries. Learn more about Sanford Health’s transformative work to improve the human 
condition at sanfordhealth.org or Sanford Health News. 
 

https://www.sanfordhealth.org/
https://news.sanfordhealth.org/
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 The Jr Auxiliary will be decorating the 
window of the General Store every 
month, this is the window for October. 
The children in the picture are: Back: 
Jennifer Pederson, Faith Knutson, 
Camdyn Peterreins, Lauryn Peterreins. 
FRONT: Rose, Lillie, Violet Swoboda. 

The girls made cards for some of the 
veterans. They are pictured with Gary 
Legion 109 Commander, Brian Thom-
as. BACK: Camdyn Peterreins, Faith 
Knutson, Brian Thomas, Lauryn Peter-
reins.  FRONT: Bailey, Sadie, Leah 
Hunt  

 In October we elected officers for our 
Gary Junior Auxiliary.  BACK; Presi-
dent, Faith Knutson, VP, Secretary & 
Treasure, Camdyn Peterreins, Chaplin, 
Lauryn Pettereins.  FRONT: Miss Pop-
pies, Lilly Swonoday and not pictured 
Leah Hunt, Sergeant of Arms, Bailey 
Hunt and Elise Alva.  
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 INDIANS OF DAKOTA TERRITORY  -from the book  “GARY , SOUTH 
DAKOTA  Gate City  to the Dakotas  1872-1972 by WILLIAM L. STONE.  

Imagine going to a place where there is no one, nothing but prairie as far as the 
eye could see, in all directions. But, a group of young men,  B.J. Cochrane , 23 
years of age, born, April 11, 1849, Sydney Oliver,(relation),  William Culver 
and a man known only as Ole, made their party complete, until reaching Red-
wood Falls, Minnesota.  Two Norwegian men then joined the group, namely, 
John and Kittel Swenson. They ventured on through the open westward prai-
rie. 
The group trekked on, crossed the Minnesota line, and came to a lake, known as Fish Lake. 
They unhitched their oxen and horses after a grueling, tough trek of trail and soon settled for 

the night. They immediately searched for wood and found some for a campfire. Upon throwing a hook and line into the lake, they 
soon caught some fish. After cleaning and skinning the fish and cooking it in the frying pan over the campfire, the delectable odor 
filled the air so strongly, it made the men hungry. The taste of the fish filled their stomachs and the hot, strong, black coffee satisfied 
their taste buds. They soon settled in and wrapped themselves in a blanket for the night. 
Other things that were available for hunting along the trail were: ducks, geese, antelope, and elk. They often caught fish and large 
frogs. 

The group searched to find their dream and soon, some of them did. B. J. Cochrane was one of them. The land they were 
looking for was to have trees and water.  Trees, for the use of shelter, and hunting, wood for fuel and building, water for family 
needs and fishing and enjoyment.  
As the men started northward the next morning, peeling their eyes for any markers that surveyors placed in the ground a few years 
before them. They all of a sudden stopped. The wheel of the buggy had hit something. Jumping down on the ground and spreading 
the long prairie grass away, they found the stake that they had been seeking. It also had Dakota Territory printed on it. The men were 
exuberantly happy. They were now in the free land. Now the decision was to homestead or go onward to another area. 
All of a sudden appeared a man on an Indian pony over the hill. Knowing they were definitely in wild territory, they immediately 
reached for their guns. After all, this was the first human being they had seen for days. The man was an Indian named, Lorenzo Law-
rence.  

It came known that he was a dignified man and would do anything for anyone. He also was extremely educat-
ed and shared his knowledge of the land, weather, growing season, what could successfully be planted, etc. He 
was a man that did much for Dakota, the new land and Deuel County. 

Mr. Lawrence enjoyed showing the surrounding area to the men. B. J. Cochrane was really drawn to a wooded piece of land 
on the northern side of a lake. The water was so blue and so clear that the sky and trees reflected in it. B.J. Cochrane settled on those 
northern shores in 1872. He made a claim and named the body of water, Lake Cochrane. He had a family and Lake Cochrane was his 
home for the remainder of his life. 

All the facts used in this story were taken from the Department of History Collections, South Dakota, Volume xxxiv, 1968. 
The facts about B.J. Cochrane,  were written by Evadna Cochrane Burba. 
 

INDIANS OF DAKOTA TERRITORY 
       Long ago, in the wild Dakota Territory, nothing was there except ponds, rivers, and lakes.  Trees that mostly grew around the 
edges of water, grasses of all kinds that proudly grew to the height of a wagon wheel. 
       Imagine trying to work your way through the wild, hot, prairies with oxen trudging through the tall grasses. As the sun beat 
down on the prairie day after day and dried the grasses, many times temperatures reaching over 110 degrees, soon brought storms 
and fires that had been started by lightning.  
While pioneers trudged onward to the land of promise, many times they came upon acres and acres of land that had been burned 
black. Grown trees, were also burned or injured badly.  Wildlife soon found their way to water so they would be safe.  It saddened a 
pioneer family crossing an open prairie to see such a barren land. As they plodded their way onward to find Dakota Territory they 
went through many trials. As they finally reached their destination, the lady of the family just couldn’t stop her crying. She missed 
her family and thought that this land they had come to was plain desolation. With a night of rest and discussion of their future, morn-
ing soon came. It had been decided to turn around and go back to their home in southern Minnesota. Hopefully, crying and stress 
would soon leave and they would embark on a new venture in a land they were more familiar with. 
       Many different tribes of Indian were settled in many parts of the world, as would be the case around Dakota Territory. In the 
early papers of the Interstate, it was known that a tribe of Sioux Indians made their settlement around Sisseton. They often traveled 
annually to Pipestone, Minnesota to get a supply of the rock known as Pipestone. They would make peace pipes, tools, hammers and 
arrowheads out of the Pipestone. When they traveled that far, they often made their camp in the woods, known today by the town of 
Gary, SD. Just west of Gary is a large hill that is called, Indian Lookout. The Indians would travel from one body of water to another 
for the purpose of water for themselves and their animals. They would be able to hunt and fish for food by the streams and trees. 
The Indians would travel the high hills for the purpose of being able to see far ahead, behind and below for any uncertain danger. 
Watching for other parties of Indians, which may not be peaceful. 
      Indian Lookout has mounds and formation of rocks formed for burial sites. Other sites have been found in the Gary Gulch, the 
Cobb Creak and several other areas. Mounds made by the Indian were also used as forts as they would use to protect themselves 
while in an endangered battle. 
       A rock formation made in the form of an arrow was made by the Indian, pointing downward to the Gary Gulch to show the buri-
al sites of both Indian and white people. 

K athy’s 

Yesterday & Today 
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A Letter of Thanks 
 
 
As we take a quick, short breath here over this Thanksgiving weekend, we just can’t 
help but be so very thankful for all of you! We would love to tell so many of you 
how much of a help or a relief or just a piece of fun you were at times (and maybe 
you didn’t even know it!). In this crazy year, those moments have been far too many 
to count. But we do have a message of thanks to share with you. 
 

To start, we have fantastic workers who sometimes show up even before we call: 
Albert Bekaert, Audrey Poppen, Phil Trieb, Todd Sillman, and all the amazing people who jump in to offer help when 
they see we need it. Thank you so much for being so thoughtful and reliable and for working so hard to keep the store 
stocked and in order - and you don’t even complain a little! We couldn’t do it without you!  
 

And we would like to thank the small businesses, local farmers, vendors, artists, and helpful neighbors in Gary and in the 
surrounding area. We absolutely love working with you to bring a variety of items to our store, and we love promoting 
such great products! And our business couldn’t be located in a better place. If anything breaks in my store - anything at 
all - the person I need to fix it is most likely right here in town! We are so lucky to have such a fantastic selection of 
quality goods and services right here in our little city. And if you can’t find what you need right here, you don’t have to 
travel far! 
 

These people - and the rest of you, too - have played such an important part in helping our store get through this year. We 
have many stories of good deeds to share, but there was this one rather large problem that we really needed help with this 
year.   
 

One of our old freezers finally ground to a halt - and very loudly, at that! (I think the compressor was from the early ‘80s, 
and take it from me, that’s kinda gettin’ up there in age…) We thank you all for joining us in rousing games of I Spy, 
Memory, and Where Did I Put That? to find what you were looking for in the freezer aisle while we waited for our re-
placement to arrive!  
 

Meanwhile, we had a huge chunk of metal to dispose of… Thankfully, Ron Fairchild was inspired by Suzanne’s venture 
that would become The Fixin’ Eight and decided to (thankfully!) take it off my hands and turn it into a snazzy tool cabi-
net. (We don’t know all the details, but we can’t wait to see it!)  
 

And then the new one finally arrived - two days before expected. So… 
 

Thankfully Jeff Engesser and Gary Fokken came to the rescue, and with a little wiggle and a lot of muscle, the freezer 
was in and the wheels were on. (And thank you, too, Canadian freezer delivery guy!) 
 

(As you can see from the pictures, there was a whole lot of trust going 
on while moving both of these huge freezers! But all fingers and toes are 
intact, and I only electrocuted Ron a little bit…!) 
 

Jeff Nothem and Bob Stee had it up and running in no time, and just af-
ter I took the first picture of the new freezer all lit up, Mike Nosbush 
jumped in and centered and leveled both freezers. (I never catch them in 
action, but I can say that at least one of them was in the building at the 
time I took that picture!) 
 

Thank you to all those who assisted in my attempt to “Jenny-rig” rollers 
under the big freezer. And thank you, Mike, for kindly putting an end to 
that idea! Thank you to Leon Kaiser for prying out and buying the only 
piece of threaded rod in the store in the right size from beneath a work-
ing piece of equipment. (I gotta say, that’s a first!) Thank you all for 
your support!  
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Continued from page 5… 
 
Lee Olson, Kyle, and Terry did their fair share of heavy lifting as well, helping to 
reposition the machines and also safely delivering two beautiful cabinets - one 
quite large, heavy, and awkward... and one not as much! :) - from two very kind 
friends, with incredible speed and accuracy considering I had no clue what was 
going on! 
 

And our sincere gratitude goes out to you who social distance while you wait, 
who contact us for delivery rather than come in, who help your neighbor or your 
friend by running errands or picking up things they need, who deliver to people 
with COVID, who help people sanitize and clean up after illness, who comfort 
others in times of grief or pain, who literally work every day to keep people like 
us alive… We know who you are. Thank you.  
 

Most of all, we’d like to thank all of you who kindly and respectfully wear a 
mask as we request at the door.  
 

Just like so many of you, all we want to do is whatever we think is necessary to keep our family safe, happy, and 
healthy - and that includes our store family, too. As you can see, it takes so much help from so many people to help 
keep this business up and running, and we can’t thank you all enough for that. So thank you for respecting our right to 
request that you wear a mask.  
 

(If you forget or do not have one, we will give you a free QwikGuard mask - an easy-to-use adhesive mask (which is 
safe for skin and even work if you have a beard) designed and made by South Dakota Partners in nearby Clear Lake.) 
 

But we do want to remind you that - as always - you can contact us to arrange delivery to the sidewalk, your car, the bar, 
someone else’s car at the bar, your home, or wherever you need (Within reason, of course!) if you cannot or prefer not 
to enter for any reason whatsoever. 
 

So thank you all for helping us stumble through a very bumpy year (and it isn’t over, yet!). We know it’s been tough for 
you, too, for so many different reasons. So we do have one other request of you: Be Kind.  
 

This year has been frustrating, to say the least, and all the other crazy things that happen in life still happen, too. We’re 
all experiencing these things in one way or another. But let’s not forget the spirit of community, generosity, and kind-
ness that drives the good people of Gary to do what they do: help each other.  
 

We hope you find peace, joy, and hope; and that you can appreciate your family and loved ones whether they are near or 
far; and that you can celebrate the good things that have happened and take 
comfort in those memories in the hardest times. 
 

And above all, we wish you all a loving, joyful, and safe holiday season. 
 

From our socially-distanced table to yours, 
 

Lynn and Jeanie Pederson 
& Jen 
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Costume Contest Winners 

 Devlin Coners - Gary 

Annabella and Isabella 
Grewing- Gary 

Nora, Brynlee and 
Rori Jeppesen - Gary 

Emma Raml -    
Clear Lake 

Phoenix Halling - 
Clear Lake 

Gary Halloween Carnival Trunk or Treat 2020 

Hayride 

 Marty Don Hayride 

Gary Fire Department 

Gary Fire Department 

Joyce Randy 

Nosbush Plumbing 

Dream Chaser 
Trucking 

Rob’s Locker 
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  
P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2019 – 2020 
President -  Albert Bekaert 
Vice President - Patti Haas 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 
 

Photographer’s - Joyce Keming, Ellen Schulte, Roger Baer, 
Suzanne Fairchild and others submitted. 

   I want to thank everyone who helps with the paper and all 
the readers who enjoy reading The Gary Interstate. God Bless 
you All!! 

 Tanya Olsen   
tanya.olsen72@gmail.com  

Have you been to our website? 

www.experiencegarysd.com 

 

It is loaded with interesting information, including, 

Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm 

 

And the Gary High School Orange Book at http://

experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm 

 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there. 

ATTETION GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to let you 

know we will MEET on the 

3rd Tuesday of the Month 

7pm @ the 

Gary Community Center! 

Gary Historical 

WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Ellen Schulte 

605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

 

Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:____________________________ 
 
Amount: $_________________ 
 
Comments:_________________ 
__________________________ 

The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

https://www.paypal.com/us

