
1 

Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 

 
Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  

A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.co 
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A tribute to 

Joyce E Olson-Baer 
May 25, 1949 - January 12, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     As some of you may already know, Joyce 

had been struggling with health issues for 

many years.  But through the years that 

she put together the Gary interstate, she 

loved her job.  Joyce loved history and 

brought to the Gary Interstate her talent 

and knowledge of graphic arts.   

 

 

 

She brought life to the Gary Interstate. 

Even with all her health issues, she would 

always say “Don’t take my job away!  I love 

doing the paper!”  Joyce has now went to 

heaven and is in a much better place.   

Joyce did not leave us stranded though.  She 

has a daughter, Tanya Olsen, that has 

stepped up to the plate to carry on her 

mother’s legacy.  Joyce and Tanya attended 

Minnesota West Community and Technical 

College in Canby and obtained their degree's 

in Graphic Arts together. Tanya will be the 

new editor for the Gary Interstate.  So after 

some delay, the Gary Interstate will continue 

on as Joyce used to do it.  We thank our ad-

vertisers for their patience with us and the 

Gary Interstate, as always, continues on.  We 

thank all our readers for being there and 

everyone that helps to keep the paper go-

ing!  
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Ruth Jean Shearer 

 

 
August 16, 1931 - February 23, 2020 

 

Ruth Jean Berntson Shearer 

Jean “Just Assume I’m Right” Shearer died 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 at Ava’s Hos-

pice House in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

She was 88. 

Jean was born on August 16, 1931 to Otto 

and Fay (Thompson) Berntson in Gary, 

South Dakota. She considered Gary her 

home-town and had many good memories 

of growing up in a small town during the 

Great Depression. 

On August 2, 1947, Jean was united in mar-

riage to Hubert “Fat” Shearer in Water-

town, South Dakota. The couple became 

loving parents to their 3 children, Bobby, 

Buddy and Sandra. 

Over the course of their 60 year marriage, 

Jean and Fat set up housekeeping in Brook-

ings, South Dakota, White Bear Lake, Min-

nesota and Jeffersonville, Indiana. They re-

turned to South Dakota living in Black 

Hawk, Rapid City, Dell Rapids, Lead and 

Deadwood. In 1973, the couple gave up the 

wandering life and settled in Sioux Falls. 

In addition to being a full-time homemaker, 

Jean worked as an Avon Lady for many 

years, and in the Housekeeping Department 

at Sioux Valley Hospital for 22 years. Jean 

retired in 1995. 

Thankful for her life, love and laughter are 

her son, Buddy (Anita) Shearer; daughter, 

Sandra Ihlen; daughter-in-law, Marsha Gra-

ham; grandchildren Wendi Gayer, Danielle 

Merrow, Kris Farrell, Darci Weinzetl, 

Damara Zakrzewski, Jesse Shearer,  

Peter Shearer, Heather Ihlen and bonus 

grandson, Gabriel Bieber; and 12 great-

grandchildren. 

Jean was preceded in death by her husband, 

Hubert; son, Bobby; parents, Otto and Fay 

Berntson; sisters, Mary Hults, Mildred Zanke 

and Dorothy Schriever; and son-in-law, 

Larry Ihlen. 

A private memorial will be held at a later 

date. Condolences may be sent to: Family of 

Ruth Jean Shearer, 908 S. Kinser Cir., Sioux 

Falls, SD 57110. 

911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 
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The Ten Commandments of  Personal Finance 
From The Retirement Manifesto 

 
Is it  possible that  there are some basic principles upon which your personal f inance journey should be built?   I t turns 

out there are. I ’ l l warn you in advance – you may not like some of  them.   

Just  as THE Ten Commandments guide us away from our personal nature which is sometimes tempted to do things which 

seem fun at  the time, but lead to long term harm, these “Personal Finance Commandments” can guide you away from 

doing things which will bring harm to your long term f inancial goals.  

In full  transparency, I didn’t  come up with the original list .   That honor goes to this art icle from MoneyStepper, which I  

just read tonight.  I l iked the concept and the guidelines presented so much,   I’ve decided to build on the original art i-

cle with original thoughts of  my own, including the “10 Commandments” title.  

In my quest  to “Help People Achieve A Great Retirement”, I  think there’s a lot  of  room to share some of  the best con-

cepts I come across in my heavy reading on personal f inance topics.   This one’s a good one, and worth my effort to build 

upon the concept. 

Strive to achieve as many of  these commandments as you can, and you’ll  be well on your way toward financial inde-

pendence.  Break them, and suffer the consequences.  

 The 10 Commandments Of  Personal Finance 

I.   Keep Your Housing Costs Under 25% of  Your Net Income 

Personally, I l ike these “rule of  thumb” guidelines to help you decide how much of  something you can afford.   When 

you’re shopping with a realtor, or talking to a banker, they often attempt to “stretch” you to a ratio that’s higher than 

you should really undertake.  So, look at  your last paycheck.   

How much went into your bank account?  If  you rent, your rent  should be less than 25% of  your monthly NET pay (after 

taxes).  Ditto on your mortgage payment.   If  you’re spending more than the 25% “commandment”, consider downsizing, 

or seek out a job with higher pay 

II.  Keep Your Mortgage Under 2.5 Times Your Annual Salary 

Interesting that the f irst two “Commandments” focus on housing costs.   Appropriate, given the cost of  the roof  over 

your head is the highest expense you’ll incur in your personal f inance journey.   Manage it carefully, and don’t buy “too 

much” home.   If  you’re making $50,000/year, your home should be worth $125k or less.  

III.  Don’t Buy A New Car Unless You’re A Millionaire 

I  LOVE this one.   Bottom line:  buying a new car is stupid (yes, I  said Stupid!).   It depreciates immediately, and it ’s ex-

pensive. It ’s one of  the worst  personal f inance decisions you can make. Don’t “Buy New”!   

After a few months, it ’s “just  a car”.   Within a few years, if  you’re like most people, you’re “itching” for another 

one.  AVOID the materialism – focus on the funct ion.  My wife and I have bought used cars for years, and paid cash for 

all but  our f irst one.   

We bought her last car new (a 2012 Hyundai Sonata for $25k), but I’ve told her she can’t  sell  it unt il it has over 200,000 

miles on it .  Oh the fun we have on this topic.   Yes, this one is a HOT button for me.   

Don’t let Madison Avenue talk you into a mistake. Here’s a challenge for you, which I ’ve accomplished with several of  

my cars: “$1,000 PER YEAR” 

Depreciat ion, that  is.   Make it  a personal goal.   Think on it.   If  you buy a $20,000 car and sell it in 3 years, you’d have 

to sell it for $17,000 to achieve this goal.   

It  can be done, I ’ve done it twice (most recently with my 2002 Miata, which I bought for $12,000, and sold it 6 years 

later for $7,000).   I t’s really, really hard, but it  helps you keep your car expense where it  should be – MINIMIZED! 

IV.  Maintain A Savings Rate of  20% or More 

I  know, I  know.  You have a mill ion reasons……   Get over it .   When you get your next pay raise, divert the majority of  

it to savings.  For example, if  you get a 3% raise, increase your savings rate by 2% ON THE SAME MONTH that 

your pay increase hits your paycheck.  

You’ll never miss it , and within a few short years you’ll be over 20%.   With pensions gone the way of the dino-

saurs, and Social Security anything but secure, it ’s critical you save at the 20% level to have a realistic chance 

of a “normal” retirement.  Or, you can keep making excuses.  

Don’t say you haven’t been warned when you’re 70 years old and fearing for how you’re going to live on your 

meager savings.   
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Do it now, while you still  have time.  You’ve been warned.  Again.  Getting the hint? 
V.  Earn A Minimum Of 5% On Your Net Worth 
This is a new one, and my compliments to MoneyStepper for the concept.  He argues that you should look at 
the return on all of your assets (including home value) and strive to achieve a minimum of 5% return.  
This is necessary to grow your savings into a large enough asset pool to offset inflation and provide the in-
come you’ll need in retirement.  The takeaway for me – keep your assets widely diversified, and don’t get in 
the trap of “too much in cash” beyond your 6 month emergency fund.   
You must earn a higher return than is possible on fixed income investments to grow your assets at the rate 
they must grow to reach your objectives.  
VI.  Think Before You Act  
I’ve modified MoneyStepper’s rule, which read “consider every financial decision carefully via an investment 
analysis”, to a simplified “Think Before You Act”.   Personally, I  think the use of “investment analysis” scares 
people off, and it’s  not necessary to make the point of this Commandment.   The point here is  to realize that 
your longer term personal finance success is nothing more than a long journey of little steps, every day.  
 Don’t make spontaneous decisions on topics related to money (see Commandment III above), but realize that 
every decision you make has a long term impact.  I’m a big fan of annual Net Worth tracking, as it  gives you a 
nice way to see the results at least once a year from all of the little decisions you made during the year.  
VII.  Pay Off Your Highest Debt First  
Make getting out of debt a huge focus.  One could argue whether it ’s best to pay off your “Smallest Debt” first 
(Dave Ramsey’s “snowball” method) or your “Most Expensive” debt first.   Viewed strictly from a financial per-
spective, you’ll come out further ahead if you tackle the most expensive debt first.   
From a motivational perspective, the “smallest first” may be more encouraging.   The point is:   attack debt, and 
attack it HARD.  It’s  the fiercest enemy of your longer term financial goals (r ight up there with Procrastina-
tion!).  
VIII.  If It’s Not In The Budget, Don’t Buy It 
Yes, that means you need to have a budget.  A friend and I have had this discussion, and he believes if  you’re 
saving more than 20% of your pay you don’t need a budget (as long as you’re not in debt).   
His logic – you’re saving 20% and you’re debt free.  You don’t need to micro manage as long as you don’t 
spend more than the 80% remaining after your savings.  I’ll give him that.   Using the same logic, if you’re 
NOT saving 20% or more, or you’re in debt, have been invested wisely. 
Make me proud. 
you need a budget.  
If you’ve never done one, try it for one month.   The purpose of the budget is to avoid making mistakes in your 
discretionary spending, which is  exactly the point of this Commandment. 
IX.  Never Go Shopping Without A List 
We’ve all been there, r ight?  This one works.  Make it  a habbit, and only buy the items on the list! 
X.  Always Think In Terms Of Hourly Value 
The MoneyStepper author uses this rule to guide you on what you should hire others to do.  If  you can make 
$20/hour working, but instead you spend an hour mowing your yard that you could pay the neighbor kid $10 to 
complete, pay the kid.  I have a bit of a different opion on this one.  
You should only pay the kid if you WILL work the extra hour making $20 instead of mowing the yard.  If it ’s a 
choice between watching TV and mowing the yard yourself, mow it yourself.   You just made $10 more by in-
vesting your time instead of paying the kid. 
Also, I think it’s  helpful if you think of items you’re considering purchasing in “Hour Terms” instead of “Dollar 
Terms”.   If you think about how much work it  took you to pay for something, you may be just a bit more hesi-
tant to open your wallet buying yet another thing you really don’t need. 
So, there you have it.  10 Commandments For your Personal Finance.  See how many you can apply in your own 
l ife. The next time you’re facing a money decision that falls within these commandments, stop and think.   If  
you do that, the past 2 hours of my life spent writing this will.  
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Whew!  Back from a week at the Minneapolis Home and Garden Show.  I sold soap and wool for bird 

nesting material.  I’m still beat and I’ve been home two days! 

 

I had never done a show like this before.  There was about 1600 vendors, and some businesses had 

crews of 25-40 people and they were building decks, landscaping and literal small homes in the Minnea-

polis Convention Center.  Getting to my spot I was walking around 20-foot high crane operators INSIDE 

the building as they were placing large boulders for the scenes they were trying to accomplish.  They 

had full size trees there, inside!  I mean, maybe I don’t get out much, but this was spectacular!  

 

This was a show that I had to really decide if I wanted to do it or not.  Again, I had to be down there 

for a full week.  I had to set up 2 full days before the show.  It also cost over $1,000 to vend there…it 

was truly a bug commitment.  Also, what on Earth would make someone say, “hey, lets buy a bar of soap 

from booth #1319.”? Especially when there was so many people to buy from?  

 

People don’t know it, but I think a lot of them want our country bumpkin lifestyle!  Of course without 

the hard stuff like death, manure, failed crops, too much rain, not enough rain, etc.  My Minneapolis 

customers were enthralled by our simpler country life!  They couldn’t believe that I brought wool from 

my actual sheep! “Honey! It’s wool from their VERY OWN sheep!  I want it for our birds!” People were 

lining up for this!  I had pictures throughout my booth with our animals and kids on them, customers 

gushed on stories of finding baby lambs and our youngest, Tedd milking goats for the first time last 

year. They had questions about coyotes and how we farmers protect our livestock, what I think about 

big ag, questions about our feedlot, etc.  Because, some of these peeps ONLY know the cities. And if I 

got $5 for every time someone asked if we allowed visitors or people to work on our place for a day, I 

wouldn’t even had to sell soap! LOL!  Of course, I said that we didn’t allow that and tried to tell this gal 

with an expensive manicure she’d wreck her nails in five minutes anyway.  I showed her my hands to con-

vince her and that sealed the deal.  

 

I do love meeting new people and appreciated people buying from me! How awesome! I LOVED people 

asking me questions about farming.  Better us farmers speaking the truth instead of someone googling 

their questions about agriculture only to be answered by someone that’s never been on a farm and that 

potential wrong answer being spread like wild fire. So next time you’re thinking that someone might 

have it better than you, well, stick those thoughts in the manure pile.  Your lifestyle is incredi-

ble!  You’re a rural Rockstar baby! 

 Until next time,  

Fairchild Farmgirl 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

Suzanne Fairchild 
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EARLY SPRING 

 

The trees are naked on their boughs, which hold the many empty nests 

No flower has poked his head above the ground, where its roots since autumn rest. 

The grass is dry and dead and brown, so covered with the blowing dust. 

The tulips show since winter’s sleep, where they have lain in nature’s trust 

The stalks of golden rod now stand, which use to bear its golden head, 

The Indian flower and buttercup are still asleep in winter’s bed. 

The wind will moan among the trees, when the skies are clouded o’er, 

The birds will sing their cheery song, as they have done each spring  

before. 

But when the showers come again, on an April cloudy day. 

It will bring a wonder freshness, and wash this drab away. 

The grassy blades will burst in sight, the trees will show their green, 

The water clear will wash the ground, as it flows in each ravine. 

And then all nature will seem afresh, when the skies are bright and clear, 

And the birds will sing their sweetest, and then well know that spring is here. 

The Gary Historical Association would like to thank every 

one who donated money to our organization last year. Also 

we've had several memorials donated in memory of a loved 

one. It's because of all of you that we're able to keep the mu-

seum open and do repairs on the buildings. Thanks again!!  

 Gary Historical Society 
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Lyndon Limberg Memories of District 13 
 
Lyndon Limberg attended and graduated from District 13, then graduated from Revillo School in Revillo, 
South Dakota and South Dakota State University. 
 

I will share some of my memories of teachers and students who were there during the eight years I at-
tended District 13.  
 
Some of the teachers I remember were: Joyce Woolery, Mrs. Winfred Schmidt, Mrs. Charles Woolery (Arlene 

Harstad), Mrs. Norman Engebretson (Tiny Fritz), and Mrs. Cliff Jensen. 
 
Some of my fellow students were: Marian, John, George and Gordon Heaton; Jeanette, Marlys, Jim and Carma Limberg; Marilyn, Lynda, and Debbie 
Gunther; Jim and Eddie Moeller; Roger and Freddie Wiese; and Jim Woolery. 
 
My sister, Jeanette Kruse, told me a few of the names of the older students who attended District 13 before me:  Virginia and Shirley Sherburn; 
Virgil, Howard, Merlin, Roger, Betty and Deloris Djonne; Joyce, Forest and Herman Schmahl Jr; and Ray Wiese.   
 
Some of my favorite memories were walking a mile and a half to school while carrying our lunches in syrup pails. The lunches usually consisted of 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and some kind of fruit, with the occasional potato that we would bake on the coal stove in the earlier 
years.  Later, our potatoes were cooked on an oil burner stove that ran on kerosene.   
 
The school yard had swings, a flag, and a hand water pump.  
 
During recess in the winter, we built snow forts and we also had snowball fights, where, usually, a kid or two would get hit in the face with a 
snowball!  We also played fox and goose where we made a circle in the snow and there was a safe zone in the middle.   
 
In the spring and fall, we played “Annie-I-Over”.  We would choose sides for two teams with each team on either side of the school building. We 
would then throw a softball over the roof of the schoolhouse.  If you caught the ball, you would run around the school and tag a kid out with 
the ball until one team was victorious.  
 
Softball was a favorite game. Tiny Fritz was a good softball player.  
 
On our walk to school, we would walk past the Lewis Goos residence, the Harley and Peggy Sherburn home, and Art and Lilly Sherburn place.  
 
We would get very cold in the winter during our trips to and from school, and we were glad to get to the school house in the morning and back 
home in the afternoon.   
 
In the early years, coal was stored in a coal shed and students were required to haul in buckets of lump coal for the coal stove. Teachers would 
arrive to a bitter cold school in the morning.  
 
We had an outhouse for the boys and a separate outhouse for the girls. To get permission to use the outhouse, you had to raise your hand. We 
also had a fifteen minute recess in the morning and another in the afternoon, plus a half hour break at noon.  
 
Another sport we participated in was drowning out gophers.  We would hand pump water from the well and pour the water down the holes, then 
arm ourselves with softball bats.  When gophers came out of the holes, we would try to kill them before they were able to find another hole.  
Sometimes the kids ended up with more bumps than the gophers!  Today the Humane Society would consider our game cruel.  
 
One day, John Heaton and I thought we would try smoking some Lucky Strike Cigarettes that we happened to find.  We were attempting to smoke 
them in the boys’ outhouse until George Heaton tattled on us to our teacher, Arlene Woolery.  She marched into the boys’ outhouse and grabbed 
us by our ears.  We didn’t get recess for several days as a result of our little experiment.  Arlene and I still laugh about this even today.  I never 
did take up smoking, thanks to Arlene! 
 
Many students from District 13 went on to be valedictorians at Marietta High School.   
 
Most of the students who attended country schools went on to be good citizens, which is a reflection on the education and training we received in 
our little country schoolhouse.  
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The Gary Historical is sponsoring a pie and des-
sert day at the Alibi every Thursday from 2pm to 
4pm. We are trying to make money to put a new 

roof on the log cabin at the 
museum. This is growing 

fast. Thanks to all who 
support us. A special 

thanks to the Alibi for so 
graciously letting us use 
their facility. If any one 

would like to make a des-
sert or 2 pies please call me. 
Ellen Schulte 605-272-5295.  

Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2019 – 2020 
President -  Albert Bekaert 

Vice President - Patti Haas 

Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 

 

Photographer’s - Joyce Keming, Ellen Schulte, Roger Baer, 

Suzanne Fairchild and others submitted. 

     I would like to thank everyone for their patience while 

waiting for me to pick up where my mom left off. I have big 

shoes to fill to keep this paper up to her standards.  Provid-

ing an informative and entertaining paper for you all to en-

joy was one of her greatest joys. I am open to feedback and 

ideas.                   Tanya Olsen  tanya.olsen72@gmail.com  


