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Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the 

welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.co 

"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Gary Historical Association.”  

Tanya Olsen, Editor  

 This paper printed for you by  
DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake SD  

We want to thank them for this service!  
 

Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 
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Ardell “Ardy” Collins  

April 4, 1955—April 28, 2020 

Ardell “Ardy' Collins, age 65, of Watertown, 
SD and formally of Gary, SD passed way at 
his home surrounded by his family after los-
ing his battle to cancer on Tuesday, April 28, 
2020. Memorial service will be held at a later 
date to be announced by the Houseman Fu-
neral Home of Clear Lake, SD. Cards can be 
mailed to: Julie Collins at 11 7th Ave. S.E. 
Watertown, SD 57201  

Ardell Lee Collins was born April 4, 1955 in 
Canby, MN to Vern and Cecelia (Mortenson) 
Collins. He was raised in the Gary, SD area and 
was married to Julie Peterson on September 23, 
1988. Ardy drove truck for Dawson Grain for 
over 20 years.  

Survivors include his wife, Julie Collins, Water-
town; children: Shelby (Jason) Brower, Alt, 
CO, Shane (Liz) Peterson, Pipestone, MN, 
Brandon (Brittanee) Collins, Clear Lake, SD 
and Tiffany Collins, Watertown, SD; his grand-
children: Colby and Allison Brower, Miccah, 
Miah and Eli Peterson, Anna, Clara, Sophia, 
Emma and Brookson Collins and Gannon Col-
lins and one brother, Alvin (Diane) Collins.  

He was preceded in death by his parents and one 
sister, Eva. 

 

ROGER MERLIN OLSON  
1957 – 2020  

 

Roger Merlin Olson, age 62 of Plattsmouth, NE passed 

away on Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at his residence.  

He was born on August 2, 1957 to Chancey Harry and 

Dorothy Mae (Petersen) Olson in Canby, MN. He was 

raised and schooled in Canby and he attended Canby 

High School. He enlisted in the U.S. Army and he served 

his country for four years. Roger met Kimberly “Kim” G. 

Kenitzer and they were later married on June 13, 1981 in 

Dublin, CA. Roger and Kim made their home in many 

different locations, while Kim was serving in the U.S. Air 

Force, until they settled in Plattsmouth in 1988. In 1991 

Roger started his own construction company, Construxit 

Inc. Roger worked as a framer, erecting numerous homes 

in the local area.  

Roger is survived by his wife: Kimberly Olson of 

Plattsmouth, NE; son: Tony Olson and wife Tina of 

Plattsmouth, NE; daughter: Stephanie Olson of 

Plattsmouth, NE; five grandchildren: Christian, Amber, 

Devlin, James, and Jayden; mother: Dorothy Olson of 

Canby, MN; brother: Allen Olson of Canby, MN; four 

sisters: Diane Sturm and husband Dave of Mankato, MN; 

Jean Larkin of Las Cruces, NM; Judy Lueck and husband 

Joe of Mankato, MN; Karen Steinke of Crystal, MN; 

brother-in-law: Rich Steinke of St. Michael, MN; numer-

ous nieces, nephews, cousins, and many friends.  

He was preceded in death by his father: Chancey Olson, 

his brother: Dean Olson, brother-in-law: Ed Larkin, and 

his niece: Heather Larkin.  

A Memorial Service will be held at 1:00 P.M., Saturday, 

May 16, 2020 at Roby Funeral Home in Plattsmouth with 

Pastor Jim Spanjers officiating.  

His Final Resting Place will be at St. Stephens Cemetery 

in Canby, MN.  

Memorials to the Family (A suitable charity will be cho-

sen at a later date).  

Services Entrusted to Roby Funeral Home, 346 Ave. A, 

Plattsmouth, NE 68048 (402) 296-

3123 robyfuneralhome.com 

http://robyfuneralhome.com/
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So…I’m going to talk about a big juicy hunk of meat today.  Make that beef.  I know, I know, you might’ve 
thought I was insinuating Ron and how awesome he is, but not this time.  Side note: He is pretty great, but col-
lectively, as a family, we haven’t seen hide nor hair of him lately because he’s been out in the field.  He was 
actually home the other day because of rain and I asked him if he could help with some distance learning with 
the 6 kids.  He peeled out of here like his pants were on fire. 
No, I’m talking about steak.  Real home raised delicious NY strip from beef that our neighbors raised.  I know 
right, we have a feedlot, why aren’t we getting ours from the lot?  Contracts, they are all contracted.  We’ve all 
been looking forward to some great steaks on the grill.  For days.  Finally, Ron had said that he was going to 
be home at a reasonable hour that next night and thought that he could do some grilling and we could have a 
steak night.  YAY! 
Now, some people think it’s crazy that our young crew of kiddos like steak.  Because I remember when I was a 
kid and steak?  Man, that was like shoe leather and I hated even the thought of it. No idea why my parents 
would’ve celebrated such a dish.  Burnt, tough and flavorless.  Personally, I think my mom was afraid of some 
raw meat getting into our systems.  You know, back then at least at my parent’s house, everything not cooked 
correctly would give you worms.  Even saying this out loud makes me laugh. 
My poor mother.  I seriously think she’s the light of my life. She’s amazing, but I cook the steak when she 
comes.   
How do you personally cook that big hunk of meat?  I know some who really do like it well done.  What in the 
world, I know.  Some folks like the hair singed off and it’s good to go.  Like, “it’s slowed down to a trot, get 
the A1 sauce, it’s ready to eat.” Once Ron and I were in Fargo staying the night and decided to go out for sup-
per at this great steak place.  I ordered Filet Mignon, medium rare.  What I got hadn’t even left the pasture and 
was still munching on grass.  Still it was good, but the waitress came around and asked if we liked our meal, 
and commented that I hadn’t eaten a whole lot of steak, only about one third of it. Then she saw the doneness 
of it, whisked it away and got me a brand new one before I even had the chance to speak up.  So I ate another 
one. Just as delicious as the first.  Me and steak…were good buddies. I do have to say the very best I have ever 
had?  At Deadwood Lodge Grille.  Buffalo filet Mignon. Amazing.  So good that I had it two nights in a row.  
Well back to family steak night.  Rachel had casually mentioned that she wanted her steak grilled like how her 
sister had made one for her, with dry rub on it. Now, I don’t necessarily want to ruin a piece of meat with any 
unnecessary spices.  All you really need is olive oil, salt and pepper.  That’s it.  But, it was a special night so I 
gave in.  She found a dry rub in the cupboard that she thought they used before.  I guess I was in a hurry and 
didn’t even pay attention.  “Mom, the spices were like a quarter inch on the meat.” Really? I thought as I 
poured the rub on a platter and dipped the steak in it.  I casually noticed all the pepper flake in it, but I didn’t 
think anything of it, Ron was anxious to get it on the grill.  
I should’ve taken Ron’s eyes burning as he grilled the meat as a signal.  It was go time and Rachel, Grace and I 
put our steaks on our plate.  Medium rare and they cut like a dream.  But the next few seconds were like a 
nightmare when we put the meat in our mouths.  That spice was no joke! I could tell that Rachel didn’t want to 
finish hers, but nobody is going to waste a good steak at our place so she plowed through that baby like a 
trooper. We each gulped down two glasses of milk, but we did it.  With a belly of fire and our lips stinging for 
at least a half hour after we ate, I told her were not going to have “Smokin’ Chipolte” on our steak again.  
If I had to eat that again, I’d rather ask for the hunk of meat that I married.  
 
Until next time, 
Fairchild “if ya can’t take the heat…”Farmgirl   
 
 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader 

Suzanne Fairchild 
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Gary Gallery & Gifts is a retail store offering Fine Art Photography, Home Décor, photo 
printing via Kodak Kiosk, special order photo gifts, photography classes, craft classes and 
business printing. I am Tammy Odette. I’ve lived in Gary since August 2009. Up until De-
cember 27, 2019 I was employed by Empi/South Dakota Partners as a Machine Operator in 
the Electronics Department. My favorite pastime for many years has been photography. My 
passion, Landscape Photography. Taking long walks and exploring country dirt roads have 
supplied me with lots of interesting subjects. This amazing, yet occasionally frustrating, ad-
venture started in March 2019 when I purchased the empty lot between the Gate City Gen-

eral Store and The Alibi. Due to some paper-pushing delays, we finally broke ground on Oc-
tober 10, 2019 and, just before Christmas we had a building. Once the majority of the inside 
work was done, I made my first dollar on February 7th . From that first day, I worked tire-

lessly to fill my store with, not only my Fine Art Prints, but also lots of handmade crafts and 
decided on a Grand Opening celebration on March 21st. Unfortunately, Covid hit and seri-

ously messed up my plans. I decided to go ahead with my plans for the Grand Opening 
knowing it wasn’t going to be the spectacular event I was hoping for. It actually turned out 
way better than I thought it would! I received so many gifts and praise, I am truly humbled. 
There’s nothing quite like the love and generosity of a small town to lift a person’s spirits in 
a time of uncertainty. As I move forward, I not only have the brick and mortar store to main-
tain, but I’m also working on a website as I need a revenue source that can be achieved by 

social distance. This site will offer up my Landscape Photography, T-shirts with my designs, 
Home Décor gifts and catalogs for business printing. Recently, I’ve been asked to design and 
create Christmas gifts, small vinyl decals and photo memorials. These types of special orders 
are the highlight of my days. To be able to use my talents and make people smile is truly ex-
hilarating. No, it’s not too early to start on that Christmas List! With everyone staying home, 
now is the time to dig out those old family photos. If you find old slides or negatives, I can 

archive those for you. Make copies of Grandma & Grandpa’s wedding photo for family 
members. If your phone is filled with pictures you don’t want to lose, come and print them 
out and put them on your walls! If you have an idea for a gift and want it personalized, call 

me, we can probably work something out. Tammy Odette  
 

Gary Gallery & Gifts, LLC  
221 1st Ave P.O. Box 56 

 Gary, SD 57237 
 605-272-4028  

www.GaryGalleryGifts.com  
 

“I tend to see things a little differently in our world. When I picked up a camera for the first time, I 
realized there was a way to express what I was seeing. Since that first image, I have explored different 

avenues of photography and art. The images I share show the various and, sometimes eccentric, vi-
sions that pass through my eyes, my brain, my heart and my soul. This is a never-ending journey that, 

with time, will hopefully expand 
my knowledge, insights and vision 

of the world around me.”  

Gary Gallery & Gifts  
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Gary is changing! 

Gary is changing. 
There are new businesses being built and opened and expansion on the busi-

nesses that we are already familiar with.  

Nosbush new building slab Liquor store expansion 
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  
P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

 

K athy’s News 

Yesterday & Today 

Don’t laugh  
this still happens today. 

Class of 1913 
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Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2019 – 2020 
President -  Albert Bekaert 
Vice President - Patti Haas 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 
 

Photographer’s - Joyce Keming, Ellen Schulte, Roger Baer, 
Suzanne Fairchild and others submitted. 

   I apologize for how late this issue is. I pray that    
everyone is doing well in these unprecedented times.  

Please feel free to send me feedback and ideas.  
 

 Tanya Olsen  
 tanya.olsen72@gmail.com  

Have you been to our website? 

www.experiencegarysd.com 

 

It is loaded with interesting information, including, 

Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm 

 

And the Gary High School Orange Book at http://

experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm 

 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there. 

ATTETION GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to let you 

know we will MEET on the 

3rd Tuesday of the Month 

7pm @ the 

Gary Community Center!  

Gary Historical 

WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Ellen Schulte 

605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

Joyce Keimig 

605-272-5558 

Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:____________________________ 
 
Amount: $_________________ 
 
Comments:_________________ 
__________________________ 

The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

https://www.paypal.com/us

