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Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.co 

"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Gary Historical Association.”  

Tanya Olsen, Editor  

 This paper printed for you by  
DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake SD  

We want to thank them for this service!  
 Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 

 

 
Spring brings joy and hope for a fresh start and new beginnings. The world seems to be full of turmoil and  

uncertainty, but let’s be reminded that Easter brings Hope!  

                                                                             

Happy Easter 2021 
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This is a story about Claire Brevik, his service station in Gary SD, and a few tidbits about his life as a 
businessman in Gary. 

Claire was raised on the Brevik farm, Gary SD, one of seven children 
born to Anton and Cloie Brevik.  His brothers and sisters were Ber-
tha, Arnold, Ruth, Len, Nina, and Harold.  I am sure these names 
sound familiar to some of you, and many of you knew them personal-
ly.  Len was a local Garyite and a local farmer for many years. 

Claire married Geraldine Jensen in June of 1940.  They had two 
daughters, Janelle and Margo. 

When he left the family farm, he worked as a carpenter for a few 
years, then was employed at the Clint Priest service station for about 

a year, when in August of 1938 he bought the Al Barrett house.  He moved this cottage to the rear of the corner 
lot of the present day Mike Hentges residence.  He made the garage portion into an office for a service sta-
tion.  He held an open-for-business event on September 23, 1938, announcing the new Brevik Service Station. 

Through the years, he enlarged both the service station and the residence.  He was in business for 16 years. 

He was a member of the Gary Volunteer Fire Department, served on the Gary City Council, and was a member 
of the Gary Commercial Club.  He was ever willing to further any progressive projects that would benefit the 
town.  He was also an active member of the Methodist Church and served on several boards. 

He planted flowers at the station to spruce it up; you can see the irises in the picture.  He also created the “oil 
can guys”—they were an intriguing and unusual sight made out of Standard Oil cans.  They were a trademark 
of Claire’s gas station.  Kids loved them, and they stood for many years. 

Unfortunately, he suffered a heart attack on January 22nd, 1955, and was rushed to a Watertown hospital, 
where he passed away four days later.  It was quite a shock to the community, as he was only 51 years old.  To 
quote a line from his obituary, “Even though he was 51 years old, he appeared younger through his activity at 
the service station and was known for his friendliness and good humor.” 

After his passing, Howard Stuerman ran the station for awhile, and other men helped out just to keep it go-
ing.  Harvey Nelson then took over as owner and ran it for many years, following Claire’s death, as did Bob 
Keimig—they were very familiar and smiling faces to us all. 

We hope you have enjoyed this trip down 
memory lane. 

 

Margo and Janelle Brevik 

 

Submitted by Margo Brevik Denison. 
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It was in this building, which became known as 
the Crystal Palace that W. H. Donaldson ran a 

dance hall in those first years. Jimmy Donaldson Jr 
stated when he was a very small boy that he used to 
set outside in the evening with his mother and listen 
to the music coming from the dance hall. Their house 
was located straight south of the Crystal Palace just 

on South side of the railroad track. Later there was a 
feed store located here and after this Peachy Brothers 
opened a wagon shop. The upper story was used for 
living quarters as was also the upper story in the 
buildings on Lots 4 and 5. 

We are looking at the southwest corner of Block 2, Lots 1 and 2 where one or more buildings 
were built, it being a two-story building built back from the street with the storefront about 20 
feet from the sidewalk. The  sight of this prop-

erty is just south of Bob Keimig house 1972. 

EJ Gorton built this building in 1878 and 
opened a general store. Due to lack of business, 
he sold his stock and building and took a home-

stead up north in Antelope Valley.  

 This now makes a continuous string of business houses located on South side of block 1 and 
2 all facing 1st Street or facing south and as Cochran, Herrick and Gates say most all of these 
were built in 1878. Except August Carlson who built in 1877. In the pictures, the first pic-

ture (#2 Which is further away) is looking from the southeast to the northwest and opposite 
the horse and wagon is where Ed Cornell used to live in 1972. The second picture (#1 is clos-
er up in the intersection) is looking from the southwest to the Northeast. It would be looking 
across the area where Bob Keimig house and garage now set. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE:  When Joe Kolback was getting Buffalo Ridge up and running, he had invited El-
don Lawrence to come visit Gary.  Eldon is also a full blood Sioux.  Eldon had mentioned on day that he was 
here to myself that there was one part of his family history that was missing.  He could not find out any infor-
mation on his grandfather Lorenzo Lawrence.  Thanks to the Bill stone book we were able to make a trip to 
the south side of Lake Cochrane, more so in the area of the South Slough and the Methodist camp and show 
him that is where Lorenzo had lived and met Mr. Cochrane.   Eldon left a very happy man knowing that now 
his family history was complete.  – Roger Baer 

From Bill Stones first book page 2: Lorenzo Lawrence was a full-blood Wahpeton Sioux, who's Dakota 
name was Ton-Wan-I-Ton.  He became the first convert of the missionaries, Rev. S.R. Riggs and Dr. T. S. 
Williamson. His mother, also a convert of the missionaries, was a renowned Medicine Woman. She had great 
influence among the Indian bands and was a very Superior Squaw. 

  
Lorenzo Lawrence attended the earliest School in the Minnesota 
Valley, one taught by a missionary, Miss Sarah Poage, in July 
1835. He learn some English at this school and proved to be such 
an apt student that he was encouraged to go to the Indian school 
at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. When he returned he had had a good 
mastery of the English language and was a great aid as an inter-
preter. 
  
When the Sioux Uprising occurred in August 1862 Lorenzo Law-
rence and two others who were Elders in Dr. Riggs Church, took 
down the bell and buried it. They also took all the books, 
wrapped them in blankets and buried them also.  One Thursday 
after, the Indians came and burned the buildings. It was at this 
time he rescued 10 white captives from the hostile Indians, who 

would have put them to death, and took them safely to Fort Ridgely. It was told how they hid by day and pad-
dle their canoes by night and on one of the nights, a little child belonging to a Mrs. DeCamp, fell into the wa-
ter from one of the boats in the dark of night Lorenzo Lawrence plunged into the river and rescued the child 
and restored it to its mother's arms. 
  
Lorenzo Lawrence then became a scout for the calvary and many brave deeds were recorded of his service. 
Lorenzo never asked for any pay for his brave deeds, and being wounded in one of the battles never asked for 
a pension. He had said as long as he could till the soil and plant, he would not ask for any assistance. 
  
When B. J. Cochran arrived in 1872 there was a white man living there in the timber that in now, (1972 a 
Methodist camp), by the name of Nate R. Carmen, who said he had bought his claim from an Indian named 
Lorenzo Lawrence. Whether Lorenzo homesteaded or not I don't know but anyway his home was at one time 
in the timber out at South Slough. 
  
Apparently he moved from the lake Cochrane area further north up along the Yellow Bank Creek for in 1878 
Captain Herrick of Gary sent M. G. Cobb on a business trip to Big Stone and on his way he came across a 
stream that was very high and not knowing the best place to cross, he went to an Indian camp nearby to ask 
the best place to cross the stream. Cobb had picked up very few words of the Indian language, but with these 
few words and using signs he tried to explain his predicament to an Indian. After listening a while and watch-
ing mr. Cobb go through his motions, the Indian stepped forward and said, “It’s apparent you know nothing of 
the Indian language so you might as well speak English as I am Lorenzo Lawrence and speak and understand 
the English language very well. 
  
Later on in 1920, Lorenzo Lawrence died on the Sisseton reservation. 
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The Gary Community Club and Gary Auxiliary put on the 
Easter Egg Hunt this year at Buffalo Ridge.  We made up gift 
bags of candy and toys and also had some special egg cookies 
made for the participants.  We also want to thank Buffalo 
Ridge Resort for helping up host the event.  It was an awesome 
turnout.  They also provided us with a snack and some juice 
for afterwards. 

These pictures were taken by Barb Miller of Gary 

A nice crowd gathered at Buffalo Ridge waiting for the Easter 
Egg Hunt to begin.  We had close to 90 children.  
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Get out and support the Gary 150th celebration by signing up for our Tiger Run Virtual 5K! 
Run, walk, or bike the distance anytime on Saturday, April 24th, and keep track of your time! 
Take a picture with your time (via whichever tracker you choose), and post it to our Facebook 
page to be entered for a chance to win one of FOUR gift certificates to our fantastic local res-
taurants! Don’t want to run? You can still support us by buying our Gary Tiger 5K shirt! You 
can order your shirt and/or sign up for the race on our Facebook page: /garysdcommunityclub - 
or - call Jamie at 507-530-8602 or Jen at 605-272-5779 if you have any questions or would ra-

ther not register online. Remember, all proceeds will go to Gary’s 150th Celebration in 2022! *Deadline to or-
der your t-shirts is Monday, April 5th!*  
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1st Place 
 Neil and Marlene Schumacher  

2nd Place 
Mark and Sharon Kloos  

Gary’s Award Winning 
 Christmas Lights 

3rd Place 
Chad and Lisa Giese  Spirit of Christmas Award 

Mike and Barb Miller  

Editors Note: I apologize for not getting these 
printed sooner, it’s been a rough year for illness 
but we have recovered . Thank you all for your 
patience. 
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  
P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2019 – 2020 
President - Patti Haas 

Vice President - Claudette Bagan 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 
 

Board Members: Albert Bekaert, Carolynn Webber and Pam 
Hults. 

 Tanya Olsen, Editor   
tanya.olsen72@gmail.com  

Have you been to our website? 

www.experiencegarysd.com 

 

It is loaded with interesting information, including, 

Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm 

 

And the Gary High School Orange Book at http://

experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm 

 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there. 

ATTETION GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to let you 

know we will MEET on  

April 13, 2021 

7pm @ the 

Gary Community Center! 

Gary Historical 

WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Ellen Schulte 

605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

 

Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:____________________________ 
 
Amount: $_________________ 
 
Comments:_________________ 
__________________________ 

 

The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

https://www.paypal.com/us

