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Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.co 

"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Gary Historical Association.”  

Tanya Olsen, Editor  

 This paper printed for you by  
DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake SD  

We want to thank them for this service!  
 Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 

 

 

 Lord, we give thanks for all mothers who so generously and freely give love, comfort, and 
guidance to their children every day. Please pour your blessings out on mother’s as they 

continue to give of themselves to care for the one they love.     
 Amen. 
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Leona Stone, age 96, of Gary, SD, 
passed away Saturday, April 17, 2021 at 
the Sanford Canby Medical Center. Fu-
neral service will be 10:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, April 22, 2021 at the First Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Gary, SD 
with Rev. Bruce Mueller officiating. 
Burial will be in the Grandview Ceme-
tery, Gary. Visitation will be Wednes-

day, April 21st from 5 – 7 p.m. with a Prayer Service at 7 
p.m. at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Gary. 
 
Leona Violet Stone was born on April 28, 1924, in Can-
by, MN to Charles and Clara (Barr) Carter. She grew up 
in Sioux Falls, SD, later moving to Gary. She graduated 
from Gary High School. 
 
Leona married Eldon Eugene Stone on January 31, 1943 
at Gary, South Dakota. They were blessed with 11 chil-
dren in their union of 58 years. Leona worked along side 
Eldon on their farm for more than 39 years until they 
moved into Gary in 1980. 
 
Leona was a member of the Gary Historical Society and 
Gary Library Board. She enjoyed her nights at Card Club 
and often came home with High Prize. Her hobbies in-
cluded her garden, flowers and crocheting. Leona & El-
don enjoyed many camping trips together with their fam-
ily. 
 
Her greatest joy in life was her family. She loved nothing 
better than a visit from her grandkids. They all enjoyed 
her cooking skills such as made from scratch chicken 
noodle soup, goulash, brownies, doughnuts and home-
made buns just to name a few. Each one of them knew 
Grandma was always there for them. 
 
Leona is survived by four sons: Craig (Deb) Stone, Brian 
Stone, Wade (Sandy) Stone and Dane (Jody) Stone; four 
daughters: Carolynn Webber, Ellen (Albert) Schulte, 
Dona Westley and Lenae (Myron) Deslauriers; many 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, great-great grand-
children and two daughters-in-law: Nancy (Frank) Stone 
and Cricket (John) Luther. 
 
Leona was preceded in death by her husband, Eldon, two 
sons: Paul and Mark; one daughter, Sharon Marie; her 
parents, three brothers: Lynn, Roy and Harold and two 
sisters: Gladys Knight and Avis Castle. 
 
Blessed be her memory.  

Harvey T. Nelson, age 91, of Marietta, 
MN formerly of Gary, SD passed away 
Friday, April 16, 2021 at the Hendricks 
Nursing Home in Hendricks, MN. Fu-
neral service will be 2 pm Wednesday, 
April 21, 2021 at the United Methodist 
Church in Gary, SD. Burial will be in the 
Grandview Cemetery, Gary. Visitation 
will be Wednesday one hour prior to the 

service at the church. 
 
 
Harvey Theodore Nelson was born March 29, 1930, to 
Nels Peter Nelson and Helena (Sorensen) Nelson in rural 
Goodwin, SD. When Harvey was 2 years old, his family 
moved to Gary, SD. Harvey attended Gary Public School 
all 12 years, graduating in 1948. 
 
After marrying Darlene Nuteson in 1949, and after short 
stays in Scotland, SD and Miller, SD, the couple moved 
back to Gary and to this union three children were born. 
Harvey owned and operated the Standard Station in Gary 
for 28 years. After selling the station, Harvey opened a 
private shop and continued doing mechanical work on 
many of the area residents farm equipment and vehicles 
before retiring completely. Throughout the years, Harvey 
served on several boards, and was very active in his 
church as well as many other community organizations. 
 
On December 6th, 2008, Harvey was united in marriage 
to Mary Anne (Thomas) Shepherd and enjoyed residing 
in rural Marietta, MN, for 12 plus years; also acquiring 
another loving family. Harvey passed away Friday, April 
16, 2021 in the Hendricks Nursing Home at the age of 91 
years and 18 days. 
 
Harvey is lovingly remembered by his wife Mary Anne 
Nelson of Marietta, MN; two daughters, Sandy (David) 
Law of Watertown, SD, Shirley Pederson of Marietta, 
MN, and one son, Doug (Marilyn) Nelson of Montevi-
deo, MN; two step daughters, Anna (Dan) Schubert of 
Elizabeth, MN, Tina (Lane) Hawkins of Renner, SD, and 
three stepsons, Ole Shepherd of St. James, MN, Wesley 
(Joyce) Shepherd of Marietta, MN, and Kent Shepherd of 
Marshall, MN, as well as numerous grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and one great-great-granddaughter. 
 
Harvey was preceded in death by his first wife Darlene, 
parents, five sisters and three brothers, one grandson, 
Bradley Nelson, and one son-in-law Randy Pederson.  
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Fairchild Farmgirl 
I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader Suzanne Fairchild 

What’s better than spring season with a big, gangly, but cute…puppy!?!  Nothing!  Well, we got ourselves a new pup 
and she’s a keeper! 
  
A month ago, our 11 year old Newfoundland, Fluffy got really sick.  We had planned on purchasing a pup this year be-

cause, no one is a better teacher than a senior dog.  Also, nothing is better for a senior dog than a puppy that brings 
out the youngster in them.  When Fluff wasn’t getting any better, we made the appointment that no one ever wants to 
make.  To put her down.  
  
She had a severe uterine infection.  Because of her age, I couldn’t find a vet that would do an emergency spay on 
her.  But, let me tell you, we gave her meds, made her feel comfortable, kept her clean, sat with her, etc.  The day we 
were supposed to put her down, she hadn’t eaten for 5 days.  That morning, she ate a cracker.  We took her to the vet 
with a new plan.  Could she be getting better? They did blood work and sent it to the University.  Sure enough, her kid-
neys and heart were in great shape so we put her on a stronger dose of meds and it worked.  She’s her happy self and 
it’s be a solid week of her eating like a piglet, walking and having fun.  Whew!!! 
  
So, we introduced the new pup, Winnie to Fluff.  Fluffy, is not impressed. At first, she wouldn’t even look at her.  But 
Winnie made her share her bed today.  She’s kind of like that annoying little neighbor that moved in next door. The 
one who doesn’t take no for answer?  But she’s cute, and loves the kids, it’s just fantastic!  She’s an English Mastiff and 
is probably going to tower over Fluffy who is 138 pounds of sugar herself.  
  
Also in the news, Tedd had his First Communion over the weekend.  When we asked Tedd what he wanted for his din-
ner, he gave another typical boy answer.  Venison ring bologna and mac and cheese with angel food cake.  This is usu-
ally our Wednesday church night meal, so I can see why he said it, but I told him we had to be a touch more fancy.  He 
rolled his eyes at having to have a salad, he asked me in his most serious voice “why do moms like lettuce so much?”. I 
did honor his mac and cheese wishes, but I made a really good homemade kind.  While I was making it, he came up to 
me and asked why it didn’t come from the blue box (Kraft).  I brought up the “fancy” part of the deal again. Lol.  Come 
on son, you’re my last communicant. On a sidenote, he looked so dapper in his dress shirt, bow tie and dress shoes. 
And really, what a precious sacrament to celebrate! 
  
Were also getting ready to ship the heavy lambs.  SO excited…my feed bill is through the roof.  My 13year old son 
asked if he could take his money he gets from his lambs, and buy old broke lawn mowers to fix up and sell.  You know, 
I’m at an impasse.  So happy that he doesn’t play a whole lot on his phone or ask to play computer a ton and that he’s 
entrepreneurial, but, on the other hand, I don’t want him to waste money either. We’ll work something out, I’m 
sure.  Speaking of fixing up something, or shall we say, “wasting gobs of money on something”, or like my dad used to 
say, “putting lipstick on a pig”, I told Ron that we should buy an old RV for the summer, gut it and fix it up completely 
as a family and take it camping this fall.  He didn’t look at me like I was completely off my rocker so there might be 
hope! I’m starting to search for an old clunker as we speak! 
  
Until next time, 
Fairchild “wannabe road warrior” Farmgirl 
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Indian Lookout 
 
The hill north of Henry Beste, the one with the highest point was always known as "Indian Look Out" and 
any information as to why the hill was so named remains a mystery today. I asked Jim Donaldson if he knew 
why it was so named and he said he had no idea as he never heard anyone say. Anyway in 1918 my father W. 
E. Stone lived on this farm and used to put up hay on this land and at the top of this hill "Indian Look Out" 
there was an arrow fashioned out of rocks and pointed down towards The Gulch. This could have been the 
means that Indians used to mark a good stream or a good spot to camp one can only guess. When you stand 
on the hill and scan the big valley to the east, you can see for miles upon miles so as the name indicates did 
the Indians use this hill for a lookout to watch for approaching enemies, or to spot a herd of buffalo? Well I 
guess the answer to this will never really be known but it does remain an old landmark which will be hard to 
destroy. In an 1883 picture of Gary this hill has an X put there with the name "Indian Look Out" and that's 
about all I have ever found in the way of information. Just down the slope of this hill to the Southwest is the 
spot that marks Gary's first burial ground, and when the new cemetery was laid out the graves were moved to 
the present cemetery all but a few Indian Graves which were never molested and are still there today. Indian 
Look Out is located on the Southwest quarter of section 4 Township 115 range 47 and was first taken as a 
tree claim in 1878 by G. W. Bailler who gathered a large collection of Indian hammers and arrows found on 
this quarter of land. 
 
 
  
Update to the story;  
A few years back, I had the privilege of showing a group of people the area of Indian Lookout and the old 
Cemetery. One of the visitors was Eldon Lawrence. Eldon Lawrence is a full-blooded Sioux. He also has 
been an instructor at the Marshall Minnesota College and the Sioux Wahpeton College. He also was the head 
of the college for several years. 
We had first went to the arrow as described above from the Bill Stone book, and then I took the group down 
to the area of the cemetery. However Eldon Lawrence stayed at the arrow. As I was explaining things to the 
group about the cemetery and what had happened there, I looked towards the arrow and Eldon Lawrence was 
coming down the hill with a big smile on his face. When he got to us, he asked the question "Do you know 
what you have there"? I told him what had been said in the Bill Stone book and I had often thought why 
would that be an explanation when if you walked 1/2 mile you 
would be at the creek. Eldon Lawrence says that the arrow is 
actually a rock formation that points direction from North Dako-
ta to Pipestone and from Minnesota down to Nebraska. He indi-
cated that back in the years there was a lot of Indian movement 
to and from those places. That would actually make some sense 
as if you lined up the arrow from the tip to the one corner it 
would actually point towards Pipestone and if you lined up the 
tip to the other corner it would point towards Nebraska.  I have 
included a picture with this story to help you understand what is 
being talked about. 
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Once Upon A Time... 

Gary Area Communi-
ty club Meeting 
May 11

th
 @ 7pm 

(2
nd

 Tues of each 
month) 

Fire Hall Community 
Center 

The Gary Area Community Club has 
added an additional monthly meeting  

for planning the Gary 150
th 

Celebration. 
The meetings are held every 4

th
 Mon-

day  with the next meeting being  May 
24

th
 @ 7pm.  

Everyone is invited (and encouraged to 
bring friends)!                         

Just a few items from the past. For some it 
seems like not that long ago, a much sim-
pler time. What is the biggest change be-
tween then and now, I wonder? 
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  
P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

At a time when our country seems to be doing it’s best to 
forget where we came from and those who got us here, 

it’s more important than ever that we remember the 
brave men and women who have given their lives so that 

we can have the freedoms that we all to often take for 
granted. So this Memorial Day please take a moment to 
say thanks to those who currently risk their lives every  
Day to protect us and to honor those who have given 

their lives selflessly. I thank God for all who have cho-
sen to serve to protect us and fight for our freedoms. 
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Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2019 – 2020 
President - Patti Haas 

Vice President - Claudette Bagan 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 
 

Board Members: Albert Bekaert, Carolynn Webber and Pam 
Hults. 

 Tanya Olsen, Editor   
tanya.olsen72@gmail.com  

Have you been to our website? 

www.experiencegarysd.com 

 

It is loaded with interesting information, including, 

Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm 

 

And the Gary High School Orange Book at http://

experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm 

 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there. 

ATTETION GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to let you 

know we will MEET on  

MAY 18, 2021 

7pm @ the 

Gary Community Center! 

Gary Historical 

WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Ellen Schulte 

605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

 

Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:____________________________ 
 
Amount: $_________________ 
 
Comments:_________________ 
__________________________ 

 

The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

217 1st Avenue 
Gary, SD 57237                            (605)277-8880 

https://www.paypal.com/us

