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Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.co 
"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the Gary Historical Association.”  

Tanya Olsen, Editor  
 This paper printed for you by  

DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake SD  

We want to thank them for this service!  
 Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 

Thank you, Lord for giving us the privilege to live in this great country with liberty and 
freedom. Help us not to take these things for granted and grant us the knowledge and cour-
age to fight to protect of freedoms. Protect us from our enemies both foreign and domestic. 

                                                                                                                           Amen 
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  
P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 
 � Quality   �Service   � Freshness 

A brand new business has popped up in downtown Gary.  The Style Hair 
Studio opened its doors on May 5, 2021.  Jodi Mercer, owner of The 

Style, is excited to have moved her business 
across the border from Canby, MN.  Mercer 
owned and operated Jodi's Beauty Boutique out 
of their home in Canby for the past 30 years.     
 
Jodi and her husband, David, a Gary native, re-
cently became empty nesters and decided it was 
time to downsize their home and move to David's 
hometown.  Although their plans to build a home 
in Gary have been postponed due to the high cost 
of building materials, the Mercers moved for-
ward with renovating a perfect space, located 
next to The Alibi, for the new salon. 
 
The Style Hair Studio is open Monday-Thursday 

from 9am-7pm and offers hair care products and services for men, 
women and children.  
 
Call (605)277-8880 for an appointment or just stop in and check out 
the newest business in Gary! 
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athy’s 
Yesterday & Today 
K 

The Gary Interstate will continue to 
bring you the history from the early 
days of Gary, South Dakota Happy 
4th of July from all of us at the Gary 
Historical Society. Kathy Limberg.  

Top: A birds eye view of 
Gary from yesteryear. 
 
Bottom picture: Hauling 
gold back from the Black 
Hills. 
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It’s Back: The Travel Bug 
 
It’s the season.  You know how certain bugs are coming out?  For example, with the warm weather, comes the mosqui-
tos, the warm temps and manure comes the flies, lilacs blooming-the knats arrive, and so on and so forth.  But no one 
talks about the most expensive bug around.  It doesn’t die with a barn spray or other pesticide.  This bug is the one that 
costs way too much to get rid of and sometimes you might feel ripped off and unfulfilled.  
 
But sometimes…that bug gives you so much joy and happiness that some of us can’t wait to satisfy its appetite. It’s 
called the Travel Bug. Oh yes, with this “insect” come trips to grandma’s house to feed off her cookie jar for the week-
end, or farm stays at your in-laws during haying season. I mean really, what’s more fun than square baling in horrible 
heat? It’s not like they don’t feed you well, right?   Stop your whining.  
 
So here it is; summer.  The kids are out of school, the lambing is done, the manure is all hauled, the feedlot is on the 
emptier side, and I want to go somewhere.  Where to, you ask?  Right now, I’m not too fussy. You have a spare bed-
room at your place? I kid. Maybe. We are going out to Colorado in August before school for a wedding, but come on, 
that’s August. And not to be a four-year-old about it, “but that seems like way too many sleeps to have it even seem re-
al”.  
 
Remember during lambing season, I wanted to high tail it to where ever?  I’m there again folks.  I mentioned this to Ron 
today and he sighed and mentioned this drought were having and no hay to sell, and yes, even though it’s nice not to 
have to do so many chores, this “low numbers in the feedlot” thingy...the technicalities of this business, I tell ya.  During 
our discussion he also reminded me of all the chores we’d have to have someone do for us.  Feed the broiler chickens, 
milk the goats, feed the calves and take care of the sheep, were just some of his points to ponder.   
 
“Wait!”, I exclaimed, “our place could be a destination vacation for someone while WE’RE gone! Let some city-fied 
newbie do our chores. What an experience, right?” I mean, hey, we have the sheep panic trained with the Yukon key fob 
as we yell, “get back in your pen!” Others would find that amusing for a while, correct?  I mean, we’d be back before 
the newness wore off, and besides, they are all up at the house waiting to get back in their pen at about 6 AM.  Most are 
laying there all tuckered out from their shenanigans, and all you have to do is open the gate. This way, they get to eat 
our lawn and grass in the hay field instead of the nonexistent dry stricken pasture.  
 
And this classic-the dairy goats getting out of their pen and get into the broiler chickens barn and eat all the chicken 
feed?  Again, a simple shout of “get out of there!” and slap something noisy.  They run out and most of the time back to 
their pen. They can make it a rodeo for some newbies, just wear something that you can run in (not crocs or flip flops) 
and get your tetanus booster…I just stepped on a nail the other day chasing goats through the grove. I didn’t cry, but I 
think the neighbors heard some pretty colorful language.  
 
I can hear it now; someone calls because they lose a calf after not hooking the hog panel up correctly on a calf hut. 
“Look out in the woods,” I tell them; “he could be shading itself from this heat, or you may find it down trying to nurse 
that nasty mean cow #23 in pen 4 in the feedlot. Careful though, she’ll adopt anything that feels endangered.” I’d also 
include some tips for its capture, like, “If you can create a diversion, it sometimes works to steal that little calf back, but 
you gotta be quick, crafty and agile or you’re going over 
the fence with her head assisting in the scenario and no 
baby.”  
 
Okay, so I get it.  We could come home to mastitis, dead 
sheep or a hospital bill.  That wouldn’t be worth it, I 
know. I guess I’ll just have to day dream on this Colorado 
trip for now.  But, if it’s just me, and you’ve got that 
spare room…well, I’m a good cook.  Just throwing that 
out there.  
 
Until next time, 
Fairchild “I’m a flight risk” Farmgirl 

I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader Suzanne Fairchild 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
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The Jr Auxiliary and their beautiful 
window display in honor of Memorial 
Day done in the windows of the General 
Store. 

The Memorial Day service...the Color 
Guard, the Jr Auxiliary sang God 
Bless America and they had a speaker, 
Clayton Nei. 

Jr Auxiliary in the Hat Daze 
Parade in Canby, MN. 
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Gary Area  
Community club 

Meeting 
July 13th @ 7pm 
(2nd Tues of each 

month) 
Fire Hall Community 

Center 

The Gary Area Community Club has 
added an additional monthly meeting  

for planning the Gary 150th Celebration. 
The meetings are held every 4th Monday  
with the next meeting being  July 26th @ 

7pm.  

Everyone is invited (and encouraged to 
bring friends)!                         
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Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2020 – 2021 
President - Patti Haas 

Vice President - Claudette Bagan 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 
 

Board Members: Albert Bekaert, Carolynn Webber and Pam 
Hults. 

 Tanya Olsen, Editor   
tanya.olsen72@gmail.com  

Have you been to our website? 
www.experiencegarysd.com 

 
It is loaded with interesting information, including, 

Bill Stone’s book at: 
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm 

 
And the Gary High School Orange Book at http://

experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm 
 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 
Please LIKE us there. 

ATTETION GHA MEMBERS 
Just a Friendly reminder to let you 

know we will MEET on  
July 20th, 2021 

7pm @ the 
Gary Community Center! 

Gary Historical 

WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Ellen Schulte 

605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

 

Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:____________________________ 
 
Amount: $_________________ 
 
Comments:_________________ 
__________________________ 
 

The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

217 1st Avenue 
Gary, SD 57237                            (605)277-8880 


