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Gary (605)272-5233 Clear Lake (605)874-2191 

 
Established Sept. 6, 1878; the only newspaper in the world solely interested in the welfare of Gary, SD and vicinity.  

Gary Historical Association  
A monthly newspaper with news of the past and present.  

www.experiencegarysd.com 

"The opinions in this paper do not necessarily reflect the views of the Gary Historical Association.”  

Tanya Olsen, Editor  

 This paper printed for you by  
DNB NATIONAL BANK  
Gary and Clear Lake SD  

We want to thank them for this service!  
 

Thank you Lord for beautiful days filled with warm summer sun, colorful flowers and green trees.  
Thank you for giving us friends and family to enjoy all that you have given us.  

Please give health and healing to those who need it and provide the needs and cries of our hearts. Amen.  
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911 St. Olaf Avenue North  
P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 
507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 

It has come to our attention that the July 2021 issue of the Gary Interstate contained content that is 
not in line with the standards of this publication and does not reflect the views of the Gary Historical 
Association.  
 
This issue should not have been distributed without prior review, and we apologize to our readers, 
sponsors, and advertisers for this oversight. Our contributors and the members of our organization 
have been reminded that our mission has been -- and continues to be -- to tell the stories of Gary 
and its people, then and now. We assure you that we will take steps to make sure this doesn’t hap-
pen again. 
 
We have removed the objectionable content and posted the revised July issue
(www.experiencegarysd.com), and we do hope you enjoy the stories of our “Fairchild Farmgirl,” tidbits of 
“Yesterday & Today” from Kathy Limberg, and the pictures of our hard-working and dedicated Jr. 
Auxiliary members. 
We truly appreciate all of our readers and supporters, and we look forward to sharing more stories 
with you about Gary’s history as we approach Gary’s 150th Celebration in 2022. 
 
In addition I welcome your feedback and questions. My goal is to not only make this an informative 
publication but also entertaining. There is way too much going on in the world to bog us down with 
information overload, it’s nice to have something that reminds us of fond memories, almost like a 
warm hug from the past. 

Gary Historical Association 
and 

Tanya Olsen, Editor  
garyinterstatesd@gmail.com 

 A view of  Coteau Street in 
Gary, SD taken around 1902. 

mailto:garyinterstatesd@gmail.com
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I’ve got some big news. 
 
When it was real hot and dry, dad used to say “it’s drier than a popcorn fart”, well I don’t know if I can ever gage the dry 
stage of a fart, but we sure were around our area.  Jeepers, it was getting bad.  I got exactly half of the hay of what I nor-
mally get on my first cutting.  And my pastures, well, they were eaten down in May, with little to no regrowth.  Let’s be 
honest here, I was getting a little nervous.  Especially when I was looking at expensive corn.  
 
So dry farts and pastures aside, I made a big move that required me to put my big girl pants on and my emotions in the 
back pocket of those pants-I had to make a decision. Yep, I had to sell my flock.  The flock that I’ve worked on for give 
or take ten years. The flock that I’ve hand picked ewes for each year and literally made it a celebration when I would get 
to pick out my ram off the Giese farm because he raises the best.  Also, the flock that I could walk out and pet about 

75% of them.  Not to be drama lama about it, but I was really sad at first.    
 
I remember the morning that it all went down.  Even though they had a 
haybale to munch on, and they’d get a little grain each day, the temptation 
of green grass, even though sparse, called them out of the fence each 
night.  Fuschia; Grace’s big Polypay, was the ring leader and would liter-
ally test the fence.  Like she made it her job every day. I’d watch her.  
When she found a spot they could crawl under or jump over, they’d do it.  
Usually after their nightly grain, when it was a little cooler. They’d eat on 
the lawn, the hay meadow or sadly; one night, Ron’s garden.  
 
That morning, Ron called me madder than a wet hen.  “Your sheep got 
out and ate all my carrots, beans, beet tops and peas! You better figure out 

that fence!” Okay, you know it wasn’t that nicely worded, but I understood, he’s worked hard on that.  Those dang 
ewes…they’ve got a lot of other places to eat!  In the mornings before this, when I’d open the gate so they could go back 
in the pen for some water and recover from their night of galivanting, I’d talk to them and tell them that they could have 
it so good if they stayed in the designated eating spots, like the hay field or the lawn.  But not that morning, apparently 
veggie tops taste just a little bit better.  
 
I was on my way to Clear Lake when he called.  I chewed on the idea for about five minutes then called my sidekick, 
and daughter Rachel.  “I think we better sell the sheep, what do you think?” She approved the idea; she had heard her 
dad’s rant first hand.  We presented to the other kids, got their approval since they own some too, and came up with a 
plan, then went to Ron.   
 
“Okay, we’ll sell the flock.  But, so we stay in the sheep biz, were going to buy 50-100 bottle lambs in January. We’ll be 
selling half at wean weight and the rest as fats.” He thought that was a good idea and I called around to see if anyone 
would want to buy the flock.  The kid’s condition was we couldn’t sell for kill.  I agreed. I had two that needed to go that 
route, but all the rest went to a buyer that sold them to a huge flock by Lake Benton. We got a great price for them.  The 
sheep market is excellent right now.   
 
But as much as I was sad to see them go, I went straight 
to the bank, paid off my sheep loan, then to Canby Grain 
and took care of my feed bill and had some extra.  And 
that felt good.  
 
Until next time,  
Fairchild “I don’t miss sheep poop on the porch” Farmgirl 

I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader Suzanne Fairchild 

Fairchild Farmgirl 
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Frances K. Fritz, age 85, of Clear Lake, SD passed away on 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021, at the Deuel County Good Samaritan Society. House-
man Funeral Home in Clear Lake is entrusted with the arrangements. 
In lieu of flowers, Memorials are preferred to be directed to the New Hope Walk 
for Cancer. 
 
Frances Kay Fritz was born on January 27, 1936, to Bernard and Alice (Kenyon) 
Schulte in Yellow Medicine County, MN, four miles east of Gary, SD. She was the 
second of eight children. Her family moved to Iowa when she was two years old, 
then returned to Gary when she was five. She grew up on a farm southwest of 
Gary, attended Troupe Country School through eighth grade and graduated from 
Gary High School in 1954. 

 
Fran met her husband of sixty-four years, Elmer Fritz, at one of the ever-famous Gary Legion Hall dances. 
They were united in marriage on May 4th, 1957, at St. Peter's Catholic Church in Gary, and resided in Gary 
until 1968 when they moved to Clear Lake, SD. They remained there in the same home for fifty years. In 
2018, they moved to the Benet Place in Watertown, SD. In June of 2021 they moved back to Clear Lake to the 
Deuel County Good Samaritan Society until the time of her death. 
 
Frannie loved everyone. She was always putting others before herself, testimony to her strong and steady faith 
in God and her church. She was a member of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Clear Lake and was a ferocious 
prayer warrior. Her pantry was always full so she could welcome anyone for a snack and coffee, or to share a 
meal. She was constantly on the go, most often with Elmer at her side. Her church involvement was extensive, 
from being a member of the altar society, teaching CCD, distributing communion as a eucharistic minister, 
being a church lector, and singing in the choir. Fran loved being involved in her community through monthly 
card club and New Hope Walk for Cancer. She was a part of the American Legion Auxiliary, a long-time 
committee member of the Gary annual all-school reunion, and on Saturday nights she would be at the Gary 
dances cooking and serving prime rib. And, of course, there were always the all-important family gatherings. 
 
She worked hard her entire life, starting on the family farm and caring for her younger siblings. After high 
school, she worked at the State School for the Blind in Gary until she married. She later became a cook for the 
Clear Lake Public School, which she did for thirty-three years. After she "retired" from the school at the age of 
seventy-two, she worked for Ardy's Bakery. These earnings were her "fun money," which were always being 
given to her family, those in need, or to one of her beloved charities. She reluctantly fully retired at the age of 
eighty due to health reasons. She never really stopped completely however, as she cared for Elmer during his 
own challenges until she was no longer able. 
 
Frances is survived by her husband, Elmer Fritz, Clear Lake, SD; their four children, James (Angel) Fritz, 
Bruce (Debi) Fritz, Brenda (Randy) Gira, and Douglas (Julie Kjenstad) Fritz; her sister, Judy (Bob) Lanoue; 
her brother, John "JB" (Caroline) Schulte; her sisters-in-law, Ellen Schulte Bekaert, Diane Schulte, and Judi 
Schulte; twelve grandchildren, twelve great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. 
 
Fran died on Wednesday, June 30th, 2021 at the age of eighty-five. She was preceded in death by her parents; 
her brothers, Donald, Eugene, Paul, and Richard; her sister, Cecile McInerny, and her brother-in-law, Austin 
McInerny.  

OBITUARIES 
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Elmer Fritz, age 92, of Clear Lake, SD passed away on Tuesday, July 
13, 2021 at the Deuel County Good Samaritan Center in Clear Lake.  Burial with Mili-
tary Honors will be at the Grandview Cemetery in Gary, SD. 
 
Unable to live on this earth without his beloved wife of 64 years by his side, Elmer Carl 
Fritz passed away on Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at the Good Samaritan Society in Clear 
Lake, SD, just 13 days after the passing of Frances Kay (Schulte) Fritz. They are both 
now by God’s side together, forever and always. 
 
Elmer was born on February 21, 1929, at his grandmother’s home in Gary, SD. He was 
the second of five born to Howard and Esther (Hundertmark) Fritz. He first lived on a 

farm in MN, then moved to their family farm northwest of Gary. He attended country school in Gary, SD 
through 8th grade. He went on to complete his education in MN, graduating from Marietta High School in 
1948. 
 
Elmer was drafted into the Army in 1949 during the Korean War. He served two years as “chef” to the troops, 
and always said he made the best eggs anyone could ever have. After returning from the war, Elmer worked in 
construction until age 21. He became assistant manager for the Gary Sexauer Elevator until transferring his 
family to Clear Lake, SD in 1968 to manage the elevator there. He worked in Clear Lake until his 
“retirement” in 1992. Thereafter, he helped out at the elevator any time he could, particularly during harvest 
season. He also worked for the city of Clear Lake spraying weeds during the summer months, and helped with 
transportation needs for the local funeral home and car dealerships. 
 
He met the love of his life, Frances Kay, at a Gary dance, having known of her long before. He spotted her 
walking by the elevator in her bright green pants when she went to visit her sister who worked at the Red Owl 
store. The night they met, he told her that he planned to marry her one day. And he did! Elmer and Fran were 
married on May 4, 1957, at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Gary and lived in Gary until relocating to Clear 
Lake. After living in the same home for 50 years, Elmer and Fran moved to Benet Place in Watertown, SD in 
2018. They returned to Clear Lake in June 2021, residing at the Good Samaritan Society. Elmer and Frances 
had four children, James (Angel) Fritz, Bruce (Debi) Fritz, Brenda (Randy) Gira, and Douglas (Julie Kjen-
stad) Fritz. 
 
Elmer was a proud member of the Gary Legion Post 109. He was on the dance crew for Gary Legion dances 
and served prime rib on Saturday nights for many years, with Frannie right beside him. He was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, the Knights of Columbus and Lion’s Club. He delivered meals for Meals on 
Wheels and reached the status of “faithful donor” for the American Red Cross. Baseball was a lifelong love, 
whether watching or playing. The highlight of his own baseball career was throwing a no-hitter. Elmer and 
Fran loved the Twins baseball and rarely missed watching or listening to their games. 
 
Elmer is survived by his four children; sisters, Betty “Tiny” Engebretson, Delores “Dolly” Meyer, and Vera 
Meyer; sister-in-law Pat Fritz; 12 grandchildren; many great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces and neph-
ews. 
 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Frances; his parents; a brother, Donald Fritz; and brother-in-laws, Nor-
man Engebretson, Bill Meyer, and Rudy Meyer.  
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Note:  The following is a brief history of my family while they lived in Gary.  I would like to encourage 
other present and past residents of Gary to write their family stories as it pertains to any portion of 
Gary’s 150 years of history.  We read much about the events and buildings, but it is the citizens of our 
small town that have made Gary the interesting place to live, work, and go to school for the past 150 
years.  In addition to being published in the Interstate, there is a section in the GHA website for family 
histories.  If we get sufficient stories, we could put them in a book for next year’s celebration.  Everyone 
has a story to tell and we would all enjoy reading them.  Ray Eng, Class of 1950 
 

Eng Family History 
Moved to Gary: 1916 

Left Gary: 1960 
 

My parents, Edward and Martine Eng, were married in Marshall MN in 1916.  Edward’s first wife, Fanny 
Walter, had died in Fulda MN giving birth to twin boys (William and Walter) in 1911.  They also had a 
two year old son, Ransom, at that time.  Edward met Martine in Jasper MN where she was living with her 
uncle after emigrating from Norway in 1911.  After their marriage, they moved to Gary where Edward’s 
sister, Emma Carlson lived.  Jacob Carlson was involved in banking, the creamery and other ventures in 
Gary, so it was not a surprise that Edward, Martine and the three young boys would start a new life in 
Gary. 
They settled in a house that they purchased on the corner of Main St and Summit Ave and we lived there 
until approximately 1941.  Martine and Edward had nine children born and raised in that house (Vincent, 
Marion, Muriel, Donald, Robert, Joan, Raymond, Paul and Jim) Marion died at age 5 due to ruptured ap-
pendix.    It was conveniently located across the street corner from the Gary Public School where all 12 of 
us attended school.  This may explain why my father was on the school board for about 9 years.  My aunt 
Emma and her husband lived on Summit Ave also in what later was known as the Sanden house.  They 
had built that house, but moved with their two daughters to California in the late 1920s about the time of 
the bank collapse. 
Edward had owned a general store in Fulda before the death of his first wife.  Shortly after moving to 
Gary, he and Milt Griffing (who owned a general store in Gary in the Odd Fellows building) bought an 
existing lumber yard building south of the elevators on 1st St in Gary as partners and started Griffing and 
Eng Implements.  I don’t know much about the early years of the business, since I was not born until 
1932, but I know that Milt Griffin left the business at the start of the depression and moved out of town.  
My dad kept the door open during the depression, but there was very little business and practically no 
cash flow.  During that time, we lost the house by the school for back taxes and rented the first floor of 
the large house to the south of the State School for the Blind on Coteau Ave.  It was a larger house with 
indoor plumbing, but it wasn’t quite the same, it wasn’t ours.  By this time, my father had been hired to 
operate the Gary Municipal Liquor Store so times were better for us as the WWII started to raise the busi-
ness level in Gary. 
When Gladys Lohr bought the house where we were living, we moved temporarily to a house on the cor-
ner of 2nd St and the state line road where we also rented.  We were not there very long before buying a 
house on the corner of 2nd St and Summit.  We ended up selling that in a couple years to the Gary School 
board for a Superintendent’s house, and bought our final house in Gary on 3rd St near the state line road 
where my parents lived until they moved to AZ in 1960 for health reasons.  It sounds like a lot of moves, 
but my folks accepted it as they did everything else.  They always had a positive attitude, at least, in front 
of their family. 
During the depression, the war years and after, my siblings and I were busy with school and working vari-
ous jobs to earn spending money.  The routine for all my siblings was to leave Gary after high school for 
college, military or work, or some combination.  In spite of some tough times, we had a happy family life 
in Gary and even appreciated it more as we got older.  
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The Gary Post Office 
Submitted by: Ray Eng 

The Gary Post Office is nearly as old as Gary, being established in 1974 and operating continuously until to-
day.  The post office has been located in numerous locations, at times being collocated with another business.  
In addition to the Post Master in town, there have also been rural mail carriers.  These were sought after jobs 
because of the steady salary and benefits, and where political appointments. The mail was transported by rail 
from its inception until the late 1950s.  After the train was discontinued, it was brought into town by motor 
vehicle.  I have read, but can’t quote a source, that Gary was named after the Postmaster from Marshall MN 
who was in charge, or the mail clerk in the first mail car of the first train to deliver it.  I would be more in-
clined to believe it was the Postmaster.  A list of the Gary Postmasters is shown below (obtained from the 
USPS website).  Robert H. Benner appears to be the Postmaster for the longest period of time, and he was the 
only Postmaster during the 17 years that I lived in Gary. 

GARY POST OFFICE 
DEUEL COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

 
Name Title  Date Appointed 
 

(Originally established in DAKOTA TERRITORY) 
Henry H. Herrick Postmaster  10/12/1874 
August Carlson  Postmaster  04/30/1878 
Fredric J. Bowman  Postmaster  10/17/1878 
Henry H. Herrick  Postmaster  05/17/1882 
James Fonger  Postmaster  10/30/1885 
 

(Changed to SOUTH DAKOTA in November 1889) 
William G. Eakins  Postmaster  11/23/1889 
Mrs. Bessie S. Eakins  Postmaster  03/19/1890 
James R. Fonger  Postmaster  08/31/1893 
William F. Gordon  Postmaster  09/20/1897 
Arthur W. Bartels  Postmaster  04/29/1907 
James R. Fonger  Postmaster  07/11/1913 
Julius Palmer  Postmaster  09/04/1916 
Mabel H. Gordon  Acting Postmaster  11/01/1918 
Mabel H. Gordon  Postmaster  03/18/1919 
Clara Meyer  Acting Postmaster  01/02/1920 
Robert H. Benner  Postmaster  06/05/1920 
Mrs. Fern J. Koeppen  Acting Postmaster  04/28/1961 
Roy A. Norton  Postmaster  09/04/1962 
Dee A. Thorson  Officer-In-Charge  08/18/1988 
Jean A. Rodriguez  Postmaster  09/24/1988 
Linda Sander  Officer-In-Charge  01/16/1993 
Lori L. Huber  Postmaster  10/16/1993 
Leroy Anderson  Officer-In-Charge  03/11/1994 
Dennis D. Schroeder  Postmaster  09/03/1994 
Gerald Schafer  Officer-In-Charge  08/29/1995 
Richard D. Rol  Postmaster  12/23/1995 
Linda K. Sander  Officer-In-Charge  08/30/2007 
Linda K. Sander  Postmaster  06/21/2008 
Patricia Haas  Officer-In-Charge  07/30/2012 
Converted to a  Remotely Managed Post Office under February 23, 2013. 
 the direction of the postmaster 

 of the Clear Lake Post Office.   
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         Welcome to the pages of history from the original GARY INTERSTATES  
   Back in SEPTEMBER of 1988 there was much mentioned about the drought in the area. 
    In order to get Federal Drought Disaster Aid, the farmer had to show 1989 multi  crop 
    insurance. 
   A 21-year-old Shawn Simont was in a car accident and slowly healing.   

John Gauger was inducted into the AM Angus Heritage Foundation. 
I did not remember that P K EGANS RESTAURANT CANBY and one in  
MONTEVIDEO, MN, where they make finger licking pizza. 
                                                                      

 Now for some ads ... 
Farmers when in need of anything in farm machinery, call or come look over our big line up. We are better prepared to 
serve you than ever before and our prices are right. Let us show you the new VICTOR and KENTUCKY drills in both 
single and double disk, the KEYSONE and JOHN DEERE DISK harrows. Wood and iron drags of different kinds, also 
the famous Weber and JOHN DEERE wagons and velie buggies. 
We feel sure they will please you! Now if you had to farm your land with this kind of machinery,  
Bet you would cut your acres way down.  M.D. Griffing.   
                                                     
Well that was farm needs now what were some of the other services in the area:    
T.J. Law-ATTORNEY AT LAW 
W.W. KNIGHT: STATES ATTORNEY 
JOHN C. EAKINS: ATTORNEY IN ALL COURTS 
GOO D -HEAVEN. HERE IS ONE MORE ATTORNEY: L.A. BURNS 
 
SURGEON: 
DR.J. H.FONGER DOCTOR  
DR.LEE P.STUTEN0TH DENTIST 
FRED GAGE; CONTRACTOR and BUILDER 
R.V. WENTWORTH: THE CITY DRAYLINE CALL 86  
DR J.M. HOLMES; EYE DR 
JOHN C. EAKINS: ATTORNEY AT LAW AND NOTARY 
FRANK WILLIS: AUCTIONEER OF MARIETTA.M.N. WILLCRY SALES IN DEUEL. 
 
HERE’S A 1950 AD FOR WOMEN. IT IS HOUSE CLEANING TIME AGAIN. HOW DO YOU STAND ON THE 
CLEAING QUESTION?   
ARE YOU GETTING READY TO SWING THAT CARPET BEATER AGAIN? WHY NOT GET A VACUUM 
CLEANER AND DO YOUR CLEANING THE PRACTICAL WAY, I HAVE A MACHINE THAT WILL TAKE OUT 
MORE DUST IN FIVE MINUTES THAN YOU CAN POUND OUT IN AN HOUR. YOU NEED NOT TAKE MY 
SAY SO, GIVE THE THOROUGH TEST IN YOUR OWN HOME FREE OF CHARGREGE AND CONVINCED. 
THEN WHY LET SOME AGENT MAKE A BIG  PROFIT ON YOU WITH A MADE TO SELL MACHINE,WHEN 
YOU CAN GET THE BEST SUCTION SWEEPER ON THE MARKET AT FACTORY PRICES. IT WILL PAY YOU 
TO INVEST. I KNOW MY MOM TOOK THE BAIT. 
 
 
                                           THE FARMERS PRAYER  
NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP, 
I PRAYTHE LORD MY FARM TO KEEP. 
BLESS THE SHEEP, THE PIGS, THE CATS, THE BEES, AND GNATS, GOOSLINGS, SPARROWS, SPIDERS. 
MY HENS, THE COWS, MAY ALL LIVE PEACEFUL DAYS AND LORD BLESS THIS FARMERS HAPPY 
SOUL. 
 LOVE SOUTH DAKOTA! 
 
UNTIL NEXT MONTH MAKE A MEMORY      

athy’s 

Yesterday & Today 
K 
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Gary Area  
Community club Meeting 

August 23rd @ 7pm 
(4th Monday of each 

month) 
Fire Hall Community 

Center 

The Gary Area Community 
Club has added an additional 
monthly meeting  for planning 

the Gary 150th Celebration. 
The meetings are held every 

4th Monday  with the next 
meeting being  

August 23rd @ 7pm.  

Everyone is invited (and en-
couraged to bring friends)!                        
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Gary Historical Ass’n Officers 2020 – 2021 
President - Patti Haas 

Vice President - Claudette Bagan 
Secretary - Ellen Schulte 

Treasurer - Barb Stangeland 
 

Board Members: Albert Bekaert, Carolynn Webber and Pam 
Hults. 

 Tanya Olsen, Editor   
garyinterstatesd@gmail.com 

Have you been to our website? 

www.experiencegarysd.com 

 

It is loaded with interesting information, including, 

Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm 

 

And the Gary High School Orange Book at http://

experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm 

 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there. 

ATTETION GHA MEMBERS 

Just a Friendly reminder to let you 

know we will MEET on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month 

August 18th, 2021 

6pm @ the 

Gary Community Center! 
Gary Historical 

WILL OPEN IF YOU CALL AND  

REQUEST A TOUR. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Ellen Schulte 

605-272-5295 

Carolynn Webber 

605-272-5777 

 

Name:____________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:____________________________ 
 
Amount: $_________________ 
 
Comments:_________________ 
__________________________ 

 

The Gary Historical Association 
Museum Membership 

217 1st Avenue 
Gary, SD 57237                            (605)277-8880 

mailto:garyinterstatesd@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/us

