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Be informed of what is going on in your town!
Gary City Council is the first Monday of the month @ 7:30 p.m.
Gary Historical Association Mtg. Sunday, January 10, 1:30 pm @ Fire Hall
Gary Community Club meets the fourth Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Fire Hall meeting room
Gate City Economic meets third Thursday, Fire Hall, 7:00p.m.

SANTA COMES TO GARY

Upcoming event at Buffalo Ridge Resort
Bridal Fair, January 24th featuring Jeans Bridal, Vendors that are interested in participating
please contact Rachel Vande Brake or Katie Stoks at 605-272-7777

Isn’t it fun to see your home town grow! We are doing very well for the size
that we are. What other small town can say the same?
Check out the web site at www.experiencegarysd.com

Would you like to be one of the first to receive the Gary Interstate?
Just get your email address to us. Those are the first to go out. This
is a free service!
Preserving History
Once again we can report on an area that is being worked on at the Buffalo Ridge Resort.
The Administration building is the subject. Contractors are putting in offices and restrooms in
the South one third of the building on all three floors. This third of the building has been rented
to Airstreams Renewables, Inc from California. The Gary site will provide training for
individuals to rescue folks that are working on a wind turbine tower and get into trouble. This
picture is of a portion of the lower level.
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Down Memory Lane
By Bernice Jensen

Another story Down Memory Lane next month.
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Christmas Cards without a Line
All through the many days and weeks since those last days of Christmas cheer
So many relatives and friends a word from them you’d like to hear.
You write a letter now and then or send a postal card or two
But does not seem to really help to get an answer, I never do.
Then when the Christmas rush is on, I receive cards from kin of mine
At last I think they really wrote but just a card without a line.
They waste a stamp so just to send a Christmas card with just their name
For I know that and always have, as it has always been the same.
So very much they could convey of things that happened through the year,
So much there is to write about of many things Id like to hear.
It’s nice to know you’re in their thoughts when they send that card to you
But such a disappointed trend when not a word the whole year through.
So when they come those many cards from friends or relatives of mine,
I hope they bear a note within, not just a card without a line.
…….Marietta Thomas

Have you checked out the Gary website recently? There are a lot of new entries
there, especially under the local arts tab. Just go to www.experiencegarysd.com
In Retrospect
by Buck Asher (taken from a past issue)
Born September 1, 1878 in Gary, Dakota Territory, the Gary Interstate is the oldest weekly
newspaper in Deuel County. On September 1, 1991 it will be 113 years old. This is also the
oldest operating business in Deuel County.
When Fred J. Bowman, the first editor, issued the paper there were only a few homes in Gary.
The city of Watertown was just being planned. Gary was the end of the railroad line. There
were no other towns around.
The small settlement was surrounded by a vast expanse of unbroken virgin soil covered with lush
prairie grass. Bowman continued as editor until May 9, 1883, when W.H. Donaldson took
charge until 1886. C.J. Ronald became editor and printed the paper from 1886-1889 when W.H.
Donaldson again took over for one year to 1890. John C. Eakins edited the Interstate from 1890
to 1894 followed by Doane Robinson until 1896. Editors through the following years were N.P.
Wood until 1902, J. H. Greene until 1906, R. B. Greeley until 1906, Charles E. Cable until 1910,
Charles E. Cobb until 1932, E. C. Harter until 1933, J. C. Mortenson until 1956, R. R. Miottel
until 1983, Phil Trieb and Mary Burkman until 1989 and followed by Jo Frandsen-Westphal.
The Interstate has an enviable record of having never missed an issue in 113 years of publication.
It has been said that the Interstate has gone through many periods of feast and famine. The paper
has been printed on everything available from cabbage leaves to scrap paper. During the year of
the big blizzard and heavy snows of 1880-1881, huge snow drifts made mail and freight service
impossible. Lacking the needed newsprint, issues of the Interstate were printed on manila
wrapping paper and even on rolls of wall paper.
My earliest recollections of the Interstate were during high and grade school days. I can vividly
remember Mr. Cobb. The Interstate was then located over the present Alibi building. Mr. Cobb
of his. It was exciting to watch the printing of the paper. The linotype fascinated me for hours
as it turned out galley of print for the paper. Russell later became an expert linotype operator
and engineer installing these complicated machines throughout the United States.
The old printing office was always a favorite place to visit and while away many hours reading
the many different exchange copies and visiting J. M. Mortenson and Reinie Miottel bring back
many pleasant memories of the place.
The Gary Interstate still continues to be a fine weekly newspaper. It is the only newspaper in the
world completely interested in the welfare of Gary and vicinity. May it continue for many years.
This paper printed by DNB NATIONAL BANK. We want to thank them for this service!

Merry Christmas Everyone
And have a happy and prosperous new year!

