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In Retrospect by Buck Asher:
As the holiday season approaches pleasant memories are recalled of the Christmas programs once held
in rural schools. This program was a must as a
teacher's ability was partly measured by the quality of
the presentation.
I remember in particular the ones in the Moritz
school. We would begin preparing shortly after
Thanksgiving. Skits, songs, recitations, musical solos
and various other forms of entertainment were practiced daily until presentable.
Classes were shortened and the time, it would be
used for practice. Every pupil was eager to be part of
the program and tried his best.
It was easy to move the huge heating stove, rearrange the desks and with white bed sheets and wire
make the stage. Gasoline lamps and lanterns provided
by various families were an adequate source of light
for the gala event which was given shortly before
Christmas.
The school yard would be packed with cars,
mostly model A's, on the big night. The school house
would be packed to the rafters with proud parents,
friends and neighbors. After the grand program gifts
and treats would be distributed to the pupils. Lunch
provided by the adults and visiting filed the evening.
The weather sometimes was rigid cold and stubborn automobiles were started, happy farewells given
any drive home completed a very special evening.

Clear Lake 605.874.2191

In Retrospect by Buck Asher:

Gary is a beautiful little city but we could still
make some things improvements. These would be
made without costing a king’s ransom. Couldn't
Lake Elsie be restored and added to the city park
system? During the middle 30s and until the early
60s Lake Elsie was a popular and scenic spot. Located at the north end of Coteau St., Lake Elsie was
constructed by WPA labor. Earlier the lake had been
part of the South Dakota School for the Blind. It was
built and maintained by the state of South Dakota.
The lake was named Elsie in honor of superintendent Rules wife.
WPA friends provided for the improvement of
the lake in the early 30s. Dredging the mud, gravelly
the bottom, constructing an island and building rustic bridges connecting the island to shore was completed by the summer of 1934.
The island was named Goss Island honoring a
Mr. Goss who was acting as receiver for the defunct
National Bank of Gary. Tickets were sold to guess
the number of days, hours, minutes, and seconds it
would take to fill the lake, a small prize of money
was given to the winner the remaining money provided food for a public picnic and celebration for the
completion of the project.
Russell Jensen, Vincent Eng and I witnessed the
first water flowing over the boards of the dam. It
was late at night on a May month. A few days later
another PWA project provided funds for improving
Lake Elsie. Dredging a new channel, rip wrapping
the sides with rock and bathing houses were improvements done at this time. The lake was very
popular for swimming in the summer, fishing, winter skating, and other forms of recreation.
Beautiful postcard pictures and a calendar made
by JM Mortensen still exist. Wouldn't it be an excellent project for the city or some organization to investigate and take up.

Antelope Valley School District # 13

Antelope Valley School is commonly known as the Cole school. In 1879 to 1881 sod houses and
shacks were built by immigrants who came to claim a homestead. These little buildings could be spotted on the bleak and baron prairies in the vicinity one mile west and eight or nine miles north of Gary,
in Deuel County, Dakota Territory.
These families were in dire need of a place to hold school and Sunday school as soon as they could get a cover
over their heads. Their only schooling was carried on in the homes by parents or older members of the family.
The voters met in the Erwin Gorton home April, 1880, following a notice from County Superintendent C.R.
Westcott to form School District #13. At this meeting the first school board was elected: John C. Cole, Dave Patterson, and E.J. Gorton. Mr. Gorton offered land from his timber claim to be used for school purposes and the offer was gladly accepted. It was also voted at this meeting to charge out of district pupils $1 each month in advance. They voted to build a structure 16 by 16 feet by eight feet high, cost was to be $86. Later paper and siding
were put on and a cover over the door.
Typical of school at this time were the two terms., one in the spring and the other in the fall. The lunches were
carried in syrup pails and usually the school room was hard to heat; the teacher was the janitor plus all her other
duties. One fall they even had to borrow a stove.
In 1884 ten double seats and a teacher's desk were purchased. In 1888 they bought a new stove for $20. Minutes show that the board authorized a salary of $5 more per month for a man teacher, than a woman teacher. At
one time the treasurer left and took the money with him ($12.50). It cost $3.50 to have the officer collect it.
There was much discussion in the late 80's to build a new and larger school. At that time Ann Cole was chairman
of the board (she was the one and only woman to be on the school board, ever). They voted to bond for $500. One
acre of land was bought from Wm. Keeler for $20 on the northwest corner of the farm now owned by Mrs. Irving
Heaton. The new school was 18 by 24 and ten feet high, cost $398. It opened in September, 1901.
In 1914 the district was divided, District #42, north and west was built. The coal shed from the first school was
moved and joined to the east end of the new building and the old building was sold to Harley Cole, where the
Charles Woolerys now live.
Sunday school was held in the school until Antelope Valley Methodist Church was built.
P.T.A. was started when Mary Harkins Gordon taught. Mrs. Wells Cole was the first president. Olive Kluckman
Kenyon was the first teacher to hold a First Grade Certificate, in 1926.
Some of the board members include J.C. Cole, his son Harley, his grandson Wells; E.G. Sherburne, his son
Arthur; William Goos, his grandson, Loren; and C.D. Limberg, and his son,
Milton.
There were but four pupils in 1958, with Dorothy Jensen as teacher. In May
1963 the district consolidated with Grant-Deuel at Revillo. The south half of the
district consolidated with Gary. An auction was held, books were sold, even the
large bell from the top of the school house. Willie Phillips purchased the school.
Thus 77 years of learning in District # 13 came to an end. During that time there
were 77 teachers. It is believed to be the first rural school in Deuel County in
1880.
It is of interest to note that there were four generations of the Cole family
who completed their grade school education here. Three of them served on the
Cole School
school board. Bertha Heaton-Cole (Mrs. Wells Cole) also taught school in # 13.
Students of high school level went to Marietta, Minn., until 1953 when the law was enforced ending South Dakota students going out of state, so some had to go to Revillo and others to Gary. In 1963 the Grant-Deuel District
was formed and these students had to go to Revillo.
When the District 13 school was closed an auction was held of the schoolhouse and contents. The building was
bought by Willie Phillips and moved to what was known as the J. Schroeder farm, where part of it still stand.
In the 77 years as an area of learning, 60 teachers and 35 board members served here. Gone but not forgotten
is District 13. There were some bad days but many wonderful and exciting ones too.
by Mrs. Bertha (Wells) Cole

Esther Eva West

(November 3, 1924 - November 17,
2012)

Esther West, age 88,
of Minneota and formerly of Canby, MN
passed away on Saturday, November 17, 2012
at the Minneota Manor.
Memorial service will
be at 11a.m. on Wednesday, November 21st at
Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church in Canby with
Pastor Janet Colby officiating.
Visitation will be from 10 to 11a.m. at the church
the day of the service. Inurnment will be at the
Grandview Cemetery in Gary, SD.
Esther Eva West was born on November 3, 1924
on a farm in Deuel County, South Dakota near Lake
Cochrane to parents William and Martha (Nagele)
Cornell where she was raised and attended country
school. She was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith. She moved to Oakland, California with
her twin sister Edna and worked in the Richmond
shipyard from 1944-1945. When she returned home
she met her husband Earl.
On January 5, 1946 she married Earl West in
Canby, MN. To this union they were blessed with
five children: David, Larry, Diane, Lori and
Nancy. In 1949 they purchased a farm in Lac Qui
Parle County of rural Canby where they farmed together. After Earl’s death in 1990, Esther moved
into an apartment in Canby. In 2008 Esther moved
into the assisted living apartments in Minneota and
then later to the Minneota Manor where she lived
until her death.
Esther was one of those truly unique people who
met everyday with cheerful optimism. She enjoyed
playing cards and games of all kinds, especially Chinese checkers. She loved watching the Twins, old
time music and dancing. Foremost she loved her
children and their families, along with her many
relatives and friends.
She was a member of the Florida Lutheran
Church until their merger with Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Canby.
She is lovingly remembered by her four children:
Larry (Joyce) West of Madison, MN, Diane (Jim)
Malone of Currie, MN, Lori (Jack) Jerzak of Minneota, MN and Nancy (Dave) Trudgeon of Brooklyn
Park, MN; nine grandchildren: Jackie (Gary) Sigdahl, Connie (Lea) Jerpseth, Lonnie (Paula) West,
Hannah Malone (and special friend, Nathan) Leah
(Chad) Bauer, Shalayna (Brian) Kloos, Cody Jerzak,
Chelsea Trudgeon and Michael Trudgeon; eleven
great-grandchildren: Riley, Trevor and Jessica Sigdahl, Brock and Mckenna Jerpseth, Mason, Morgan,
Paige and Carter West, Emmett Bauer and Colten
Kloos; one brother, Art Cornell of Albert Lea, MN
and her twin sister, Edna Carson of Saint Paul Park,
MN and numerous nieces, nephews and friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, her husband Earl; son David; three brothers, Leonard, Carl
and Edward Cornell; five sisters, Rose Claeys, Ella
Cornell, Lena Heaton, Mary Nygaard and Ruth Savage.
Blessed be her memory.

The Gary interstate
Thursday, September
6, 1934
Mrs. L. A. Humbert
Succumbs:
Funeral services being held this afternoon
for prominent Gary resident of 35 years
The community was
saddened on Monday,
September 3, when
news was passed about
for the passing of Mrs.
L. A. Humbert at the
home west of town. Ill
for the past year and a
half, Mrs. Humbert had always been contained to her bed
the past month having suffered a fractured leg as a result
of a fall at her home on August 9. Several trips had been
made recently to the Mayo Clinic at Rochester in hopes of
recovery but this was not to be and she passed away at 11
o'clock Monday forenoon.
Mrs. Humbert, who was the first superintendent here at
the opening of the South Dakota School for the Blind 34
years ago, has been active in civic and community affairs
for many years. She was an organizer and charter member
in 1920 of the Women's Study Club of Gary, and at the
time of her passing has served on the public school board
for about 15 years. She was a member of the Order of the
Eastern Star.
Born on July 7, 1870, at Marysville, Kansas, to Samuel
A. Donald and Ellen Norris Donald, Mrs. Humbert, upon
completion of her school days was engaged as instructor
at the Iowa College for the Blind, Vinton, Iowa, and was a
special teacher of Linnie Haguewood, a deaf- blind Iowa
student at Vinton.
Mrs. Humbert came to Gary in the year 1904 and was
first superintendent of the school for the blind here, which
position she held six years. Previous to this she had been
superintendent of the School for the Deaf in Sioux Falls for
three years.
In the year 1907, on July 31, she was united in marriage
to Leroy August Humbert instructor of music at the School
for the Blind.
Survive is a sister, Mrs. Ida Donald Elliott, of Colorado
Springs, Colorado, who had been with her for the past
month. Her parents and three brothers had preceded her in
death.
She also leaves to mourn her passing Myrtle Hendrickson, who is attending the Gary high school, and whom Mr.
and Mrs. Humbert have raised since the age of five years.
Obit continued on page 5.

Fairchild Farmgirl
I'm Just One Cow Pie From a Full Spreader

Christmas...Conquering the Fiscal Cliff
Who would'a thunk that having our ninth kid would've made my world crazy? I really apologize for not blogging lately. It's been hectic to say the least.
So as we look at the calendar and the sights around town, we see that Christmas is fast approaching. Did you
break the bank on Black Friday, Cyber Monday or like our priest called Thanksgiving Day or "Blood Thirsty
Thursday"?
Not me...crowds aren't my thing.
I would love however, to talk about Small Business Saturday. I know, I know, it's come and gone, but we can
treat the whole month this way by spending our money locally.
For the hard to buy for, pick up a gift card from Steele's Service or one of the many gas stations in Canby. Each
year when Gate City Store gets their chocolate covered peanuts in, I'm right there. They make a great gift...after
all, who doesn't like them? Not only that, but they really have some good deals here and there. Back before we
raised our own pigs, we used to buy all our bacon from Rob's locker. He has the best bacon.
Then there's Canby. Many business' come to mind. Paper Moon (the best wrapping paper), Moberg’s Meats
(best brats!) Rhonda's Originals, Cenex (who wouldn't love a gift card for gas?) etc. There’s too many great
places to mention!
The most fun that I have with the kids each year, is when I take them Christmas shopping at Canby Drug. Before
we go, I sit each of them down and we talk about a budget and what each child would like to get each of their siblings.
They have a budget:
$1.50 per person.
That's right. The older kids have to PUT IN $1.50 to match my $1.50 for each sibling. It seems when they have to
shell out a little green, more thought and caring go into it.
So as I sat down with Rachel, we talked about Cody.
"I bet Cody would love gum or a new mechanical pencil" I said to her as she wrote a future purchase very carefully for each child.
"Or I could buy him a new laptop" She said matter-a-factly and not looking up from her paper.
Something tells me she's sailing down the fiscal cliff like a bat outta Haiti!
Sincerely,
"Furiously laying down the law for when Levi suggests getting Dad a new tractor"
Fairchild Farmgirl.

Get a New Plant for Christmas? Here’s a
Handy Hint. . .
Don't spend a fortune on plant food, this is what you
do...Water your greenery with a healthy broth. Cover
peelings from fruits and veggies with cold water, soak
overnight, and strain. Then use it to feed your plants. It
contains vitamins and minerals that make greens thrive.

Merry Christmas to all
M stands for merry, the Christmas time each year,
E is for everyone who joins within the cheer,
R is for the reindeer who drives Santa Claus around,
R is for the ringing bells that make the merry sound,
Y is for the yuletide with the logs upon the fire.
C is for Christmas that makes our spirit higher,
H is for the happy folks in every home around us,
R is for the ringing bells with their metallic sounds,
I is for the ice that covers up the land,
S is for the snow that lays like sifted sand,
T is for the time that scurries by so fast,
M is for the memories that will forever last,
A is for the asking of our Savior up above,
S is for the sins we hope he rejects with all His
love.

TO wish you all a

is the least we can say,

A nd all around the country have a Merry Christmas
Day,
L stands for the last of the year that’s nearly done
L ets hope that everyone around has the best in
2013. Marietta Thomas

From all of us at
The Gary Interstate
HELP PLEASE!!
We are looking for information on a Ruby
Gordon Johnson?
Ruby Gordon was born to Wilford and Emily
Gordon on October 16,1898. Ruby Gordon finished high school in Gary in 1918 with a class
of 4. Ruby Gordon married Lawrence Johnson
on October 27, 1920. Before her marriage she
worked in the telephone office in Gary at the
switch board.
If our readers have any information on this person, please send it to rbaer@itctel.com or Roger
Baer, 705 Lac Qui Parle St, Gary, SD 57237
Thanks for your help.

Mrs. Humbert has been a thoughtful and considerate
mother to Myrtle and these two had become deeply attached to one another.
Funeral services were being conducted this afternoon
at the Humbert home at 1:30 PM to be followed with services at the School for the Blind auditorium. Arch Deacon
Val Junker of the Episcopal Church is officiating with
Rev. Hartung, now of Salem, South Dakota, who preformed Mr. and Mrs. Humbert's wedding ceremony, giving the funeral sermon.
The pallbearers are members of the Gary Board of
Education, namely, Ed Eng, John Kenyon, Peter Stuerman, W. J. Roland, John Theolke and Earl Lohr.
The large attendance at the funeral was silent tribute to
the esteem in which Mrs. Humbert was held by the Gary
community. The School for the Blind, the Gary public
school, and business places were closed during the afternoon.
Mrs. Humbert was a woman of many admirable traits, a
faithful wife and a good neighbor whose kind and helpful
deeds will long be remembered by all who came in contact with her, and who will profit by the noble memory in
rich heritage left them by one who has so well earned the
internal rest.
The Interstate joins the many friends of Mrs. Humbert,
Mrs. Elliott, and Myrtle Hendrickson, in expressing the
sincerest sympathy at this time.

Another Handy Hint. . .
Eat a banana before bed. You ask why? Well, I'll tell
ya...Sometimes bananas are called "the sleeping pill
in a peel," this fruit is rich in tryptophan, an amino
acid that your body converts into the soothing, stress
-busting hormone melatonin.

This was donated to the Gary Historical Assoc. by
Henry Fairchild. It is a freight sled used to haul ice
from Lake Cochrane area to folks in the community.

In the Gary interstate Thursday, December 28, 1989
Brief history of Gary:
Gary celebrated its 100th birthday in 1972 the following is an excerpt printed in the Gary Interstate of September
24, 1886 explaining the history of Gary.
The first permanent settlement of Deuel County was Gary in 1872. It was settled by Capt. H. H Herrick.
In 1871 the railroad company was building west from New Ulm, intent on reaching Lake Kampeska, or rather
the Sioux River at the 45th parallel. Gary has the distinction of being the first town in South Dakota that the railroad came through, thus the name Gate City.
When William M Vinton, son the surveyor of the subdivisions of the Township where Gary is located between
October 26 and 30th, 1872 he said among other things in his notes:
Here I come to a small railroad village of 10 houses located on sections 3 and four. The lake in the southern part
is a clear body of water with hard gravelly shores, Lake Cochrane, with banks 10 to 20 feet high with a narrow belt
of Elm and Cottonwood timber. The creek running through the southern part is a rapid running stream and there is
about 100 acres of timber. There is located in sections 3 and four on the north bank of the creek a small village
which was improving rapidly and has the appearance of thrift and prosperity.
When the first railroad train came through the town of Gary, Byron Cochrane told Will G. Robinson that he
came into Deuel County in April 1872 and that at that time the families of Alexis DuMarch, Bapiste DuMarch and
Peter DuMarch lived on the creek West of the state line and Joel LeBlanc and Joel LeBlanc's Junior lives down
creek and just over the Minnesota line. A Mr. N. R. Carmen also came in on the creek in April 1872 and bought
out an Indian and was his nearest white neighbor he said that the first train to reach Gary was in late May 1873 so
that the honor of the first train into South Dakota lays down on that Dakota Southern.
Byron Cochran went on to say that the railroad took their buildings away when the construction work was done
and that Capt. H. H. Herrick was the first settler in Gary and so far as he knew that the settlements down on the
Lac Qui Parle were the first made in Deuel County.
Mr. W. H. Donaldson who came to (Gary) the county on August 20, 1871, is authority for the statements that the
first white children born in the county were a pair of twins born in September 1873 to Tony Hansen, a girl and a
boy and that the second was a girl born to a family named York in March 1874. They were then residents of Herrick (Gary). Three days later a son was born to Capt. Herrick the first white boy born in Gary.
The first marriage was Byron Cochrane and Agnes Herrick on 17th of October 1877. This is when the Gary interstate printed its first newspaper.
Gary was the first County seat until 1886 when it was removed after a County fight in Clear Lake. It was in 1894
that Doane Robinson, who then ran the Gary interstate, having moved to Gary from Watertown, hit on the idea of
making use of the old abandoned Deuel County Courthouse at Gary as the lever with which to persuade the legislature to set up a school for the blind. By chapter 30 sessions laws of 1895 the School for the Blind was accepted.
Selma Remembers: when there were only wagons and horses on the Gary streets.
Selma Remembers; when I got my only doll she cost $.75 she just got new shoes and a hat.

Survive a

in your car . . .by being properly prepared

[Submitted by Jackie Fiebick, Duel County Home Agent. Gary Interstate, Thursday, Dec. 25, 1986]
When the first snowflake fell, I put my winter survival kit into my car, along with my shovel and sand. With
beautiful spring-like weather last week, I felt a little foolish about jumping the gun, but I’m prepared now for
those winter storms.
Joan Goens, Clear Lake, is still giving her program “Stalled But Safe.” Call me if you’d like a program. Here
are her suggested items, some of which you won’t find on other lists.
OLD NEWSPAPERS to crumple to put around windows and under the seat to keep cold out. You can also wrap
them around you. LARGE GARBAGE BAGS to put over windows. An OLD SHEET to hang between front and back
seats so you only need to heat half the car. SAFETY PINS, SNAP CLOTHES PINS, TAPE to put up sheets and garbage
bags. EXTRA SET OF CLOTHES; wet clothes aren’t warm. SLEEPING BAG, BLANKET. FOIL EMERGENCY BLANKETS. COFFEE CAN for bathroom. CANDLE and MATCHES for heating and melting snow. CAN to out candle in.
ROPE to tie yourself to the car if you need to get to the trunk. KEEP YOUR GAS TANK filled at least half full at all
times.
Other items include: DRIED FRUIT, CANDY, EXTRA SOCKS, HATS and MITTENS (mittens are warmer than
gloves.) Old pie tins to set heater on or to extinguish heaters. HAND WARMERS. Car floor mats can be put against
windows to keep out cold. FLASHLIGHT, SHOVEL and SAND. EXTRA MEDICINE (if freezing won’t hurt it.)
SOURCE OF ADDITIONAL HEAT.
There are a variety of heaters to put into your kit, I have two of the large “sterno” cans under my seat with
books of matches taped to them. One large can will last through a couple of hours of continuous use. Buy these at
any local hardware store.
Another quick heater can be made by putting a roll of toilet paper in a coffee can (with lid). The take a larger
can, put sand in the bottom and place the toilet paper can inside. The sane keeps the can’s bottom from getting
hot. Carry some rubbing alcohol along and soak the toilet paper WHEN YOU NEED IT. Soak it right away when
you get stalled, so that it will be thoroughly saturated when needed. The longer it is saturated, the longer it will
burn. It heats for about three hours.
Remember, if you made this heater last year and saturated it, the alcohol has evaporated and needs to be
resoaked.
Don’t use “Heet” to soak the paper, as the fumes are harmful. You can make another heater by taking a square
cake pan, putting an inch or so of sand in the bottom and placing 9-12 candles in it. Then pour paraffin wax on
top and set around the candles. Use 15-18 hour candles if possible. Fish shack candles are another source of heat.
Now that you have your car prepared, here are some tips on what to do if you get stalled. Clip this out and
keep it with your survival kit! In a panic, it’s easy to forget what to do.
STAY WITH THE CAR; don’t attempt to walk.
KEEP FRESH AIR in the car at all times. Open the downwind window a crack for ventilation.
TAKE OUT SURVIVAL KIT from the trunk immediately.
RATION YOU GAS. Idle engine for 15 minutes every half hour.
CHECK EXHAUST PIPE each time before turning car on. Carbon monoxide is a silent killer.
To KEEP THE WARMEST cover head, neck, hands, and feet, as well as the rest of the body.
EXERCISE, keep warm and relieve tension by clapping hands and moving around vigorously. Exercise at least

10 minutes at a stretch to get full benefit. Moving between front and back
seats is a good form of exercise. “Cuddle” to share heat. Keep feet elevated
it possible to increase circulation.
TURN ON THE DOME LIGHT at night to make car visible.
KEEP WATCH. Don’t all sleep at the same time. If stranded alone, use a
travel alarm to awaken yourself periodically.
AFTER THE STORM if you leave the car, leave a note telling what time
you left and which way you went.

This and That: Dec. 1989
Pressler says new U.S. Postal Service plan may slow delivery. South Dakotans sending mail to states like Wisconsin, Missouri and Oklahoma should expect two or three day delivery according to a press release from the office of Sen. Larry Pressler; if a new plan implemented by the U.S. Postal Service goes into effect. The current
standard of three day delivery for first-class mail nationwide will not be changed. Some mail within the state will
be delivered within one day instead of overnight.
City continues to withhold sales-tax dollars
The City of Clear Lake is withholding sales-tax funds intended for the hospital. This makes donations to the
“Heart of the Community” fund drive more urgent. This community is very close to losing the hospital. Gifts of
nearly $83,000 have been donated so far in the effort to keep the hospital open for all. Donations are taxdeductible as provided by law. Won't you please give from your heart to the “Heart of the Community”.
Schulte receives heat and scholarship
Teresa Schulte of Gary has been selected to receive the Heaton family scholarship through the general scholarship committee at South Dakota State University, Brookings.
She is a sophomore majoring in child development and family relations and minors in sociology. She is listed
on the Dean's list and is a resident assistant at South Dakota State.
The $300 scholarship is for the 1889-1990 academic year. The scholarship sponsored by Mrs. Eva Heaton of
Gary and the Heaton family, is open to Deuel County students attending South Dakota State. Schulte is a Clear
Lake high school graduate, is the daughter of Don and Ellen Schulte of Gary.
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