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Otter Tail Power Company Provides Generous Donation
The Gary Historical Assoc. has been busy the
past two years raising funds to construct a new museum
building. The original museum was damaged beyond repair when the roof collapsed under a massive snow load
during the winter of 2009.
They were able to save about 95% of the items
inside.
Pictured is Collin Kremeier, a representative
from Otter Tail Power Company handing a check with a
generous donation to Sharlotte Baer. Also pictured are
Lynn Pederson, Jeanie Pederson, Kathy Limberg and
Roger Baer. The Gary Historical Assoc. will be constructing new museum building this spring.
Members of the board, Ron Stangeland and
Ray Eng were unavailable for the picture.
Pictured L to R are Roger Baer, Collin Kremeier, Sharlotte Baer,
The Gary Historical Assoc. building permit is
Lynn Pederson, Kathy Limberg and Jeanie Pederson
posted and we are ready to go! The area has been
marked out and the process has begun !
We are so thankful for the generosity of the Gary
alumni, the Gary community and surrounding areas,
and many other interested people throughout the
United States, for helping to see this dream become a
reality, not only for the present but for future generations to view and understand where we came from to
get to where we are going.

Building permit posted.

The section has been staked and cleared. Soon
the foundation will be laid, the walls will go up and
before you know it our beautiful, functional museum
will be open !
1

Helen Rose Kenyon
(March 3, 1924 - March 8, 2012)

Helen Kenyon, age 88, of Gary, SD
died Thursday, March 08, 2012 at her
home in Gary. Funeral services will
be at 10:30 a.m., Monday, March 12,
2012 in the United Methodist Church,
Gary. Burial will be in the Grandview
Cemetery, Gary. Visitation will be
from 5 – 8 p.m. Sunday, March 11th in the Houseman Funeral Home in Clear Lake, SD and will resume Monday one hour prior to the service at the
church.
Helen Rose Kenyon was born on March 3, 1924
near Altamont, SD on the family farm to Fred and
Rose (Wegman) Walter. She grew up on the farm
and helped milk cows and did other farm work.
Helen attended country grade school and then
graduated from Gary High School.
On April 7, 1942 she was united in marriage to
Harold Kenyon. They lived and farmed near Gary,
SD. During these years, Helen also worked for the
Turkey plant in Watertown, SD, delivered the
Watertown Public Opinion for many years, was a
janitor for Deuel County National Bank and
owned and operated the Kenyon’s Variety Store in
Gary. In 1970, they moved into Gary where she
was currently resided. On February 21, 2009 Harold passed away. Helen remained in their home
until she passed away on Thursday, March 08,
2012 at the age of 88 years and 5 days.
Helen was a member of the United Methodist
Church in Gary where she served as the Sunday
school Superintendent and teacher for many
years as well as in the Ladies Aid. She belonged to
the American Legion Auxiliary, Senior Citizens,
Rebekah Lodge for over 60 years, Watertown Odd
Fellows #24, the Western Minnesota Steam
Threshers Reunion of Rollage, MN and a past
member of the Gary Historical Society. Helen
helped establish and managed the annual Gary
Buffalo Feed for many years. She loved to spend
time with her grandkids and enjoyed watching
her great grandkids. She enjoyed her garden and
flowers. She liked to sew and embroider. She and
Harold loved to travel and visit people; they were
always on the go.
She is survived by her four children: Joyce
(Bob) Keimig, Gary, SD, Terry (Anita) Kenyon,
Gary, SD, Bruce (Dawn) Kenyon, Hayti, SD and
Dan (Theresa) Kenyon, Sioux Falls, SD; 12 grandchildren; 18 great grandchildren; three step
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grandchildren; 10 step great grandchildren; two
sisters: Evelyn Meyer and Barbara Ries; one
brother, Ted (Delores) Walter; sister-in-law,
Peggy Sellin; and many nieces and nephews.
Helen was preceded in death by her husband;
parents; two sons: Melvin and Mark Kenyon;
daughter-in-law Bev Kenyon; step-grandson
Scott Peterson; two brothers and four sisters.
Blessed be her memory.

Loretta Marie Meyen

(January 27, 1925 - March 10, 2012)

Loretta Meyen, age 87, of Gary, SD
died Saturday, March 10, 2012 in the
Deuel County Good Samaritan Center,
Clear Lake. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday,
March 15, 2012 in St. Peter’s Catholic
Church, Gary, SD. Burial will be in
Grandview Cemetery, Gary, SD. Visitation will be
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. with a 7:00 pm prayer service, on Wednesday, March 14th, in St. Peter’s
Catholic Church in Gary and will resume Thursday one hour prior to the service at the church.
Loretta Marie Meyen was born on January 27,
1925 to Adam and Anna (Wiser) Keimig in the
family home in Nebraska. She moved as a child
with her family to Canby, MN where she received
her education.
Loretta was united in marriage to Marvin
Meyen on February 27, 1946 in St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Canby, MN. They lived and farmed
near Canby and Gary, SD. Loretta worked at
home health and at the Canby Bakery for several
years. After they retired, they moved into Gary.
Marvin passed away on December 19, 2004.
Loretta remained in Gary until May of 2009 when
she entered the Deuel County Good Samaritan
Center in Clear Lake, SD. Loretta passed away
there on Saturday, March 10, 2012 at the age of
87 years, 1 month and 12 days.
Loretta belonged to St. Peter’s Catholic Church
Altar Society. She enjoyed playing cards and was
a member of a card club. Loretta also enjoyed
walking, gardening and loved her grandchildren.
Loretta is lovingly remembered by her three
sons: Howard Meyen, Harold (ArLoa) Meyen and
Ron Meyen, all of Gary, SD; three grandchildren:
Dustin, Alicia and Michelle; three great- grandchildren: Levi, Grace and William; one sister, Bernita Weber and many nieces and nephews.
Loretta was preceded in death by her husband,
Marvin Meyen; parents; three brothers and three
sisters. Blessed be her memory.

Doris Mae Shepherd

Betty Mae Steele

(January 15, 1926 - March 10, 2012)

(April 29, 1929 - March 22, 2012)

Funeral services were held for
Doris Mae Shepherd, 86, at the
Madison Lutheran Home Chapel.
Rev. Kirk Meseck and Rev. Frank McKeehan officiated at the service. Special music was provided
by Eunice Hegg, organist. Honorary Casket Bearers included all of Doris’s friends. Active Casket
Bearers were Tina Hawkins, Rodney Weber, Isaac
Shepherd, Wesley Shepherd, David Sandquist and
Steven Sandquist. Internment was held at the
Grandview Cemetery, Gary, SD.
Doris Mae Ouverson was born on Jan. 15,
1926, to parents Henry and Anna (Jesme) Ouverson in rural Canby. She was baptized at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, and confirmed at St. Steven’s Church both in Canby. She attended school
at District 68, Fortier Township, Yellow Medicine
County. Doris was united in marriage on March
16, 1952, to Harold Shepherd at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Canby. Doris and Harold farmed
their entire lives in Yellow Medicine and LQP
Counties. Doris loved farming, field work and caring for the chickens.
In life, she enjoyed baking and sewing
quilts for her family, church, the county fair and
even did two quilts for the Lac qui Parle Hope
Network. Death came to Doris on March 10, 2012.
She is survived by her brother Warner Ouverson
of the Canby Nursing Home.
She was preceded in death by her parents
Henry and Anna Ouverson and her husband Harold Shepherd.
Blessed be her memory.

Betty Mae Steele, 82, of Gary, SD
died Thursday, March 22, 2012 in a
Watertown, SD Hospital. Mass of
Christian Burial will be at 10:30
a.m. on Monday, March 26, 2012 at St. Peter’s
Catholic Church, Gary. Burial will be in the
Grandview Cemetery, Gary. Visitation will be
Sunday, March 25th from 5 – 7 p.m. with a 7 p.m.
Prayer Service at St. Peter’s Catholic Church,
Gary.
Betty was born April 29, 1929 to Harry
and Margaret (Pottoff) Bierne in Gary, South Dakota. She was raised in Gary and graduated from
Gary High School.
On June 15, 1953, Betty was united in marriage to Eugene Steel in Gary, SD. Following their
marriage, until 1958, they lived in Watertown
where Betty worked for Montgomery Ward. They
then moved to Lake Cochrane where they owned
and operated Betty and Gene’s Resort for 26
years. In 1967, they moved into Gary, SD where
they enjoyed raising their family. On Thursday,
March 22, 2012 Betty passed away at the Prairie
Lakes Hospital in Watertown, SD at the age of 82
years, 10 months and 22 days.
Betty was a member of the St. Peter’s
Catholic Church where she was active in the Altar
Society and CCW. She was also a member of the
American Legion Auxiliary in Gary. Betty liked to
work with antiques and as an avid sports fan,
loved watching local sports as well as the Minnesota Twins and Vikings.
She is lovingly remembered by her husband Eugene Steele, Gary, SD; two children: Jason (Jan) Steele, Gary, SD and Lexie (Mike)
Glover, Huntington Town, MD; three grandchildren: Justin (Jessica) Steele, Kaleb (Brenda)
Steele and Gabriel Glover; two sisters: Lois
Shaeffer, Watertown, SD and Donna Neville,
Cheyenne, WY and nieces and nephews.
Betty was preceded in death by her parents; one sister Dorothy Hornstein and one
brother, Raymond “Buzz” Bierne.
Blessed be her memory.

A gentleman from CA stated; “I went to your
GREAT website and I see the 4 Benshoofs
buried there. I'll be back to you soon with what
I have on each one of those - for you to enter”
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Many pasque flowers on the hillside, pussy willows by the way,
Buds on the trees abursting, brings to mind our Easter day.
Grasses on the lawn are growing, makes us know that Spring is here
Birds are seeking nesting places, for Easter time is growing near.
Colored eggs for all the children which Easter bunnies seem to bring
Families going to the churches, when they hear the church bells ring.
Pretty hats and pretty dresses purchased for this special day,
Every shade and pastel color and to the church they’re on their way.
Lilies hold their heads in splendor, for they’re a symbol of this time,
And they own a place in churches, when Easter morn the church bells chimes.
Let us not forget the reason, it is to us a special day,
Don’t forget out dear Lord Jesus, when you kneel at church and pray.
Don’t forget how Jesus suffered that we might be so free from sin.
Don’t forget the worth of Easter, we owe this day to Him.
….Marietta Thomas
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Jeff Negaard looking over the damaged roof on the Texaco
building at the corner of Oscar and 1st Street.

While others perhaps saw an unused run-down , unsightly structure, Jeff Negaard looked at the same old
building and saw potential and beauty. Negaard bought
the building for his workshop. Then decided to restore the
building back to its original yester-year shine and polish.
The building is in the English cottage style and the
original roof had wooden shingles. However, Negaard
said that replacing them was cost prohibitive, so he used
one-by-two inch lumber instead of sheets or wide boards.
Although the exact date of the building hasn’t
been settled for sure, 1926, 1927 or 1928, we do know
that Oscar Lundring was the original builder and owner.
There weren’t more than 600 cars in town on any
given Saturday night, and horses were still in use. According to the History of Yellow Medicine County the
last horse barn was on the corner of Oscar and Front [1st]
Street in 1927. It was owned by the Westmans who sold

the property to Oscar Lundring whose plan it was to
build a gas station there. According to life-long Canby
resident, Bill Lund, it started as a Sinclair station became
a Mobil, Cities Service and lastly a Texaco station.
The history books report that Helmer Martinson
had the bulk operation and Harold Lindahl had the service station.
The Restored Texaco station is on the Historical
Registry.

A regular day at the station!

Old Creamery

Melvin Hanson
Melvin Hanson’s Texaco Station back when life was simplier!
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While I was answering the phone for the Canby Chamber of Commerce, I fielded a call from a lady living
in Aberdeen, SD who travels often to the Twin Cities. As they travel through Canby she said and has always appreciated the “fine job that was done on the restoration of the Old Texaco Station on the corner of Oscar and Hwy
68.”
I hope that if she gets this issue of the Gary Interstate she will remember our conversation and enjoy this
article.
As a trans-planted member of the Canby community I see a great deal of community pride. Perhaps it is a
way of “small-town” living, but what ever you call it, it is a very good thing!
Negaard cares enough for this community to build up, rather than to tear down. It is good for people passing through to see the effort that we take in making our community grow and succeed.
Let’s all make an effort to beautify our communities. It is a win win situation…

As the station looks today.

A plug for the phone company!
6

As the station looks today.

2012 Dues are Due
GHA collects a nominal annual dues to help
cover the operating expenses and the publishing of
the Gary InterState. The amount is $10 and a life time
dues is available for $50. A mailed printed copy of the
Gary Inter State is $25.
The GHA participates in many activities in Gary
during the year. Some of them are: 4th of July
Celebration, the All-School Reunion, Santa
Visit at Christmas and other occasions that benefit Gary. If you haven't paid your dues this year,
please mail it to Gary Historical Association,
P O Box 83, Gary, SD 57237.
This tip is for all your readers
that are gardeners…When planting
cucumbers in your garden bury a
hardboiled egg (crack the shell some
but don't remove it) 2 inches below
the seed, or if you are transplanting
from indoor starts or from a nursery
just drop the cracked hardboiled egg
into the planting hole and place the
root ball on top of it. The egg will
decompose rather quickly adding proteins
and amino acids to the soil, while the shell
will decompose very slow supplying calcium
to the plant all through the grow season.
Your plants will grow stronger and produce
better using this trick. Happy Gardening,
Travis RadenMi-Organic Garden
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Hair Spray as Lipstick Stain Remover
Kiss that smudge of Really Red good-bye.
If the fabric is machine washable, saturate
the spot with hair spray, let it sit for 10
minutes, then dab with a damp cloth or sponge
to remove. Launder as usual to wash out any
residual stain and spray.
-plumcatcher
Starch as Stain Blocker
Spray starch on white sneakers to help
repel dirt and grime and keep your sneakers
looking fresh from the box.
-plumcatcher
A lady from Milbank, SD stated while
looking for information on her ancestors:
….”I have been to courthouses and all the
museums in the area and the Gary Historical Assoc. is the most active and has
the most information around”.

for all the
good wishes
received for
my 85th birthday on February 12th. It was so
nice to get all these kind words and gifts.
Thanks much. Sincerely, Eldeen Baer

JOHN STANLEY
Excerpt from an Autobiography of Mr. John Stanley
The following is a contribution from Diane Bartels Doyle. This information was given to her from the grandson of
John Stanley. Mr. Stanley was the editor of the Gary Inter State in the time frame of 1883.

PIONEERING IN DAKOTA TERRITORY
Homesteading In Dakota Territory
In 1878 father's longing for pioneering overpowered him again. There was extensive publicity about
Dakota Territory, which railroads were penetrating and where new settlers were going. Mother's
brother, David Aiken, and a few other friends of our family decided to join father in going west on an
inspection trip. The Winona & St. Peter rail road (now C. & N. W.) had been granted by the government
every other section of land extending ten miles on both sides of their railroad all the way from a point in
Minnesota to Lake Kampeska, in Dakota, where Watertown, South Dakota, now is; hence the railroad
was doubly interested in settling up that vast uninhabited domain. The railroad at that time was offering
its government-given lands mostly at three to four dollars an acre, which speculators were rapidly buying, while hordes of settlers were taking advantage of locating on the government lands.
The temporary terminus of the railroad was Gary, on the Dakota side of the state line, where immigrant cars filled the sidetracks; everything was exciting and apparently inviting. Here Captain H. H.
Herrick, an old Mississippi river steamboat captain, had a few years previously "squatted" upon a tract
of government land (before it had been offered for homesteading). It was an attractive location along
the Lac Qui Parle creek, fringed with a growth of oak, elm and cottonwood trees, which presented an
inviting scene in that vast prairie region. This was on the first railroad to extend into the central portion
of Dakota Territory, and therefore was attracting widespread attention. Captain Herrick had hunted and
trapped over a large portion of that region and had visions of a rapid settlement upon the free land the
government was offering to settlers in 1877, when he built a hotel and established himself as land locator for be knew the quality of about very quarter section. Father was not slow in becoming acquainted
with the old captain, who had been hoping for a physician to locate there. It developed that Captain
Herrick had not yet located anyone on a choice half section of land only two miles from his town site on
the railroad, but he showed it to father, who made a homestead and tree claim filing thereon, 320
acres, in the spring of 1878.
Look for more of this story in the months to come...So much history to get into one paper, so we will take it small
portions and let you digest it slowly!

911 St. Olaf Avenue North
P.O. Box 148
Canby, Minnesota
507-223-5505
www.jims-market.com
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Early Morning Conversations With Sheep...Welcome To Motherhood
When I came out to the barn this morning, I was exhilarated (yes exhilarated) by
baby lamb cries.
After all, I thought that the Obama discussion on birth control had hit the sheep barn.
Thank God they're all Republicans out there...=)
SO after sizing up the situation, I started talking to Petunia, the first time mother.
This is how it went:
Me: "Oh Tuner, look at that cute baby you had!"
Petunia: "Are you talking to me? Why I didn't have anything such. Wait....I think I'm
a little constipated, I have to lay down for a minute. I seemed to be a little backed
up here. Whew....what did I eat?"
Me: "Look she had a twin!"
Ron: "Well, what are they?"
Petunia: "Exactly what I was gonna
say. What the heck are those things?"
Me: "Okay Tunia, your going to have to lick these off. "
Petunia: "WHAT?? "
Ron: "Darn, sheep are stupid".
Petunia: "Ah hem! I'm right here you know!"
Me: "Seriously Petunia, this is getting old. Lick them off.
NOW."
Then I stick her nose on them.
Petunia: "What was that for? Now look you've gone and
made them whine even more and I've got this slime stuff in my nose! Sick. I'm telling you, they're not
mine! Now if you'll excuse me, It seems my flock has left me for morning hay. I'll just saunter off down
the path to the hay. Good luck." She mutters under her breath, "they probably belong to tag # 26. She's
such an airhead!"
Me: "Oh no you don't," as I struggle to keep her in. Then I put one up to her face again.
Petunia: Stopping dead in her tracks, she looks at them. "That smell, I just can't place it, but it's so familiar. For some reason, which is beyond my knowledge, I just HAVE to lick them right now." Lick, lick.
"This is gross, but it feels like I need to do it."
Ron: "Get her in the jug before she decides to ditch them."
Petunia: "Oh I don't think I can." she mutters. "I don't know why, but I can't leave them." She's acting
like she's having a serious change of heart. "Now to just keep them quiet, got any ideas?"
Me: "Tunes, you’re gonna have to feed them." By this time we've been in the barn for 45 minutes. I put
them next to her udder and she bolts even though we are in crammed quarters, she tries to climb over
me to get out.
Petunia: "That's where I draw the line. I'll de-slime them, but I will not feed them. For Pete's sake, I
don't even know the first thing about it!"
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Ron: "Let’s leave them alone for an hour and come back. Then if we have to we'll tie her up and make
her nurse them."
Me: "Good job Tunes! They are so cute!"
An hour or so later, we came back to the barn. There she is nursing away and loving on them.
Petunia: "Did you know that this bag between my back legs has food in it for these
babies? Apparently they like it and they are getting it themselves which is even better. I just stand here. Easy peasy! I guess that just isn't to impress the ram like I
thought!"

Ron: I miss goats!
Sincerely,

In need of much sleep if I'm writing down sheep conversations I
think I've had,
Fairchild Farmgirl

Hint 1: Olive oil has benefits for hair. Comb a bit
of the stuff through dry or frizzy hair to help tame
and moisturize your locks, especially in winter or
on humid days.
Olive oil can also provide some relief for damaged
hair.
In the book Clean Body, Michael de Jong suggests treating your tresses by kneading a few tablespoons of olive oil into your scalp and hair.
"Swathe your oiled-up curls with a shower cap
and take a 30-minute breather ... snooze, toss back
a latti, whatever. Then just shampoo as usual to
reveal a refurbished mane that even Fabio would
envy," he writes.
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*Be careful about reading the fine print...
there's no way you're going to like it.
---------------------------*Remember....Politicians And Diapers Should
Be Changed Often And For The Same Reason
--------------------------*The trouble with bucket seats
is that not everybody has the
same size bucket.
---------------------------*Life isn't tied with a bow...
but it's still a gift.

Gary Historical Association News
Museum Building Fund
To make a donation and place your family name on the Donors Wall, please see below.

Proposed New Historical Museum
The plan is to build the new museum on the lot
owned by GHA near the city park (where the previous building was located).
Our current goal is to build a 40' X 60' building on
a concrete slab.
The objective is to build a structure that will function as a museum and be an attractive addition to the
Gary community.
To help us meet these goals, please donate to the
Museum Building fund as detailed on the following

Type of Building Planned (not actual new museum)

page.

Donations to GHA Building Fund are tax deductions
Gifts can be made to tax-exempt organizations classified as 501(c)(3) charities and shown on your tax return as a charitable deduction. This includes the Gary Historical Association.
Disclaimer: This notification is not intended as tax advice. Please consult your tax advisor for information on your personal tax situation.

How to Donate
We invite you and your family to donate to our museum building fund. We are a 509(a)(1) public charity
organization, so all donations are deductible under section 170 of the IRS code. Individuals, families, organizations and businesses who donate amounts that meet the following guidelines will be recognized on a wall of the
new museum. The donation categories are:
Bronze $500+

Silver $1000+

Gold $3000+

Diamond $5000+

We would appreciate your donation of any amount. Please use the contribution form below. Encourage
your family members, Gary Public School classmates and friends to help the Gary Historical Association achieve
their goal for a new Historical Museum in Gary.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut @ dashed line & mail to: Gary Historical Association, PO Box 83, Gary SD 57237
Museum Donation $____________
Name_____________________________________________ Tel #_(
Address_____________________________________

)

-_____________

Email Address______________________

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________________
Name for Donor Board (if qualified)________________________________________________________
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Gary Historical Building Fund
Donor Wall
Corp. Donors:

Gary All School Reunion will be Sunday, July 1, 2012 at the Prairie
View Golf Club which is located at
the northwest corner of Lake Cochrane. RSVP if you are planning to
attend. The $15 per person brunch
will be from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm with
the meeting at 1:00 p.m. An afternoon of visiting in the meeting room
and on the patio will follow. There
may be a golf special offered but
will follow up on that as
plans progress.

City of Gary
I. T. C.
Otter Tail
EMPI
Viessman
Deuel Co.
Lions
Deuel
Enterprises

Inside Displays

Landscape
Electric and Labor

$1000+ Donors: $500+ Donors:
Families
Families
Eng
Peden
Brevik
Van Steenberg

George Lage
James “Jyp”
Cole
Koerlin
Arthur
Benner

Individuals

Lyndon &
Kathy
Limberg
R & S Baer
George &
Bobbie Lohr
Aldon &
Elaine Almos
Harvey –
Mary Ann
Nelson

Individuals
Ron & Barb
Stangeland
David
Hughes
Charles E.
Buzick
Joe & Dorothy Tschacher
Cletus &
Sharon Kruse
James R.
Miller
Mildred A
Reinhardt
In Men. of
Pete Hults
Earl Lorenzen, MD
Jay Grabow

Some will be volunteer

Labor for Building
Some will be volunteer

Building
Concrete and Labor
Per book

May we have a little time
to visit with you
about a donation to
the Gary Historical
Building Fund?
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The Gary Historical Ass’n still has a number of
these wonderful cookbooks with those mouthwatering recipes like Grandma used to make...
Available at: Jim’s Market-Canby; Gate City
Store & DNB Nat’l Bank of Gary
Or from any of the
Gary Historical Ass’n members

Have you been to our web site?
www.experiencegarysd.com
It is loaded with interesting information, including, Bill Stone’s book at:
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm
Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook
Please LIKE us there

