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Troupe School District # 11

The Troupe school is one
of the few rural schools
still in its location. It, too
is being remodeled into
other things, a home and
business.

Pictured is one of the
last classes that
attended Troupe
School.

Robert Eugene Schaefer
(April 21, 1960 - January 28, 2012)

Robert (Bob) Eugene
Schaefer, age 51, of Canby
Minnesota passed away on
January 28, 2012 at his
home due to complications
of diabetes.
Funeral service will be
1:00 pm on Saturday,
February 4, 2012 at Birk
Funeral Home in Canby
with Pastor Jeff Cooper
officiating. Visitation will be one hour prior to the
service. Burial will be in Grandview Cemetery,
Gary, SD. Online registry at
www.birkfuneralhome.com.

Robert was born on April 21, 1960 in Brookings,
SD to John (Jack) and Ardene Schaefer. He was
baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith.
The family moved around a lot when Bob was a
child growing up. They lived in Brookings, SD,
Gary, SD, and Beresford, SD. Bob attended grade
school in Gary, SD. The family moved to Clear
Lake, SD in 1972, where Bob attended high school.
After high school, Bob decided to go out and build
grain bins.
At an early age in life, Bob had a passion for
music. He and a few high school friends established
a band and they named it “Obelisk.” A few of the
band members with Bob were Doug Hintz, Ed
Thomas, Jon Wiitala, Justin Crume and Scotti
Stroschein. They spent some time traveling around
playing in different establishments.
After the band members disbanded and went
separate ways, Bob did various other means of
employment including working at the Chicken
Hatchery in Madison, SD and Marshall Turkey Plant
in Marshall, MN. Around this time in his life he
started to develop health complications. Even though
Bob had these health issues, he valued our family
ancestry. As a child, Bob enjoyed spending time at
Grandma and Grandpa Brix and Grandma and
Grandpa Schaefer‟s homes; and many other
relative‟s homes. Learning about family history from
these relatives, who he loved dearly in life, was very
much treasured by him. He also enjoyed the family
vacations to the Black Hills during the summers.
In Bob‟s spare time, he loved to play his music.
Bob was gifted in playing many musical instruments.
He could listen to “his tunes” and put it to music. He

was a self-taught electric and acoustic guitar, bass
player, drums, organ, piano, singer and song writer.
“HE LIKED TO JAM.” Rock on Bob!!!
Various music that he wrote, ranged from hard
rock, country and gospel. Music was a “Blessing to
Bob.” He treasured every note whether it was hard or
soft. A pleasure he enjoyed was being a caretaker in
an apartment complex in Pipestone, MN. He was
also on the board at the apartment complex.
Besides music Bob loved animals. As a kid, he had
many pets. The most recent love in Bob‟s life was
his cat named “Boobers.” For the past 1½ years, Bob
had the pleasure of spending his time in a recording
studio working with music.
Our brother, Bob, will be deeply missed and in
our hearts forever. Bob is preceded in death by his
parents, John (Jack) and Ardene Schaefer; his baby
sister, Robin Ann; maternal grandparents, John and
Anna Brix; paternal grandparents, John (Jack Sr.)
and Clara Schaefer; and many other relatives and
friends. He is survived by his brother, Travis
Schaefer of Mankato, MN; sister, Rita Schaefer
(special friend, Chris Shymanski) of Shoreview,
MN; brother, Jeffrey Schaefer of Anoka, MN;
brother, Justin Schaefer of Anoka, MN; aunts, uncle,
and many cousins.
The family would like to give a special thank you
to Doug Hintz for always being there for Bob in his
trials and triumphs in life.
Blessed be Bob’s Memory.

March

By: Marietta Thomas

It soon will be the first of March, that time of year we
dread,
We do not know the weather then and only guess
Instead.
The first of month may usher in like a gentle lamb
Or with a deafening lions roar, as tumbling water o‟er
a dam,
It is when folks will move to their new homes from
their old,
Some will have to rent again and some their homes
have sold.
Generally the snow is deep, and ice upon the ground,
Drifting snow will block the roads, and hard to get
around.

The

Speaking In Ree Heights
About three weeks ago I was asked to speak at a Hand County Crop & Cat
tleman's Banquet. I wrote and rewrote that speech again and again! I had
been excited ever since I said yes.
Well, last night was the big night. We got to this little town and were wel
comed right away. We had fun before the banquet chit chatting, and I was
so lucky to have my friend Arla and her husband Jay come to be my sup
port group! They're the best.
I had to laugh at our wheels, however. Everybody was driving nice pick ups, and there we were in old trusty....I
felt right then and there that our tight money behavior was not such a good thing. Even Ron looked at me and
said," you know, I think we should have drove the green pick-up." But come on it's a 3/4 ton and so hard on gas!
As the room filled and we started talking to different people, I have to say I felt out of my league a little bit. Here
were some big time cattle producers and large feedlot owners and I was supposed to give a talk on our operation?
Suddenly my story about a gigantic prolapse seemed...

oh so wrong.
As I tried to look all smart, I told a new acquaintance when asked what we do, "We run about 500 head of cull
cows & bulls".

Some how that just doesn't sound very "rock star" like.
I told my friend who's a teacher that it was like if she had to give a talk in front of about 80 superintendents. I got
up in front and I was nervous. Ron could tell that I was, and he mentioned that he was sweating for me. I mean,
I'd given speeches before, but never to people that I thought were this important. To me, cattlemen and women
are the kings and queens of agriculture. Probably because I love working with cattle. Livestock is my most favorite thing in the world besides my family and faith.
But you know what? People were so nice!
I don't think anyone cared that they fed out nice 6 weights or they raised club calves and our feedlot was full of
bumps, cysts, sore legs, shriveling bull nuts or puss pockets that could fill an ice cream pail.
After my speech, I got a lot of people thanking me etc and saying it was a great talk.

They even laughed about the
prolapse.
Whew!
Fairchild farmgirl

Bank building

Drug Store

This picture was located in “A History of Yellow
Medicine County, Minnesota 1872-1972.”

Growing Up in Canby
There was a big
watering place for
the horses in the
area which is now
our main
intersection.

Located this picture after we had
printed the February edition of the
Gary InterState. Sorry we didn‟t
have it for last months edition of
Bill Weist‟s article. The quote is
from Bill‟s article. We wanted
you to have a visual of what Bill
was referring to.

Watch Repair-Jewelry Store’s in Canby

Located on St. Olaf Avenue in 1946. Left to right are Audrey Harms, Dorothy
Thompson, Orville Ormseth, Fern Coil, Mrs. O. J. Coil (E. B.‟s Mother) E. B. Coil
and Cheryl is in the foreground. Photo courtesy of Canby News Centennial Edition

Back in the days when fine jewelry was the style and watches were for
more than just something to wear. Time
pieces were known by the name Bulova, Croton, & Elgin, just to name a
few. When they stopped running, one
sought a watch maker or repairman to
fix the time piece.
In Canby that would have been
E. B. “Shorty” Coil or Harold “Mueller
the Jeweler.”
Coil got his education in watch
repair at Stone‟s School of Watchmaking in Minneapolis in April of 1933.
The first location of the watch
repair business was opened in the front
portion of Dobak‟s Barber Shop in October 1933. This was located in the vacated Lindrud‟s Variety Store. His only

investment was a homemade repair bench, a few second-hand watchmaker
tools and $100 to his name.
City ordinances would not permit two businesses in one room so
“All in all, the years of ser- Coil moved to the back of the shop and a wall was put to separate the barvice to the fine customers of ber from the watchmaker.
After two years, Coil rented space in the rear of what is now the
Canby and vicinity have been
gratifying and we do wish to First Security Bank of Canby. The entrance to the jewelry store was right
express our thanks to all who of the marble stairway to the upstairs apartments over the bank. During
have supported us all along this time a china cupboard was purchased and a few watches and diamond
rings were added for retail trade.
the way…E. B. & Fern Coil
As the business grew a larger area became necessary so space was
rented from E. D. Grondahl of Grondahl‟s Meat Market and where
Karen‟s Step „n Style was later located.
New display cases were added and the jewelry line expanded.





Orville Ormseth was a watch repair trainee under the GI Bill and Mrs. Audrey Harms and Dorothy (Mount)
Thompson were sales clerks in addition to sales help from Coil‟s wife, Fern.
In 1946 it was possible for Coil and Fern to purchase their store location from Larson‟s Dairy which just
previous to that time had purchased the store from Snortums who had their grocery store there. Many customers
will remember the dedicated service from the Coil Jewelry clerks; Mrs. Cleona (Wallace) Krogh and Mrs. Elsie
Myers.
“Mueller the Jeweler” was
located at St. Olaf and 2nd Street for
34 years before “throw away
watches” [Timex, and other brands
that can be bought in drug and superchain stores] became popular and put
many jewelers out of business.
Mueller was born in Elkton,
SD. After graduation he traveled to
California and worked as an airplane
mechanic until he enlisted in the Army
Air Force and was discharged an engineer gunner in Denver. [He was a prisoner of war for 81 days]. One day as
Grand Opening of Mueller‟s Jewelry Store on Corner of St. Olaf and 2nd Street. Januhe was strolling in downtown Denver
ary. 1950. Hendrick Lund in back and Harold Mueller in front.
he saw a man fixing watches and it
interested him. He enrolled in the
Denver Watchmaking School and
graduated in July, 1947. He came
back to MN and took his apprenticeship under Carl Berger in
Tracy. In the fall of 1949 Mueller
moved to Canby and worked for
Walt Thompson for two months.
Thompson decided to sell his jewelry store in Canby, Mueller
bought the business in January,
1950. Walt had been in the jewelry business for 44 years and
nine months.
Hendrick Lund worked in
the store with Mueller until Lund
Mueller at his watch bench repairing a watch.
bought his own jewelry business
in Clarkfield in 1956.
Mueller serviced the community of
Canby for 34 years, in the same location until
Retirement!! December 31, 1983
his retirement on December 31, 1983 .
Canby‟s downtown landscape has changed greatly since the days Coil and
Mueller had their businesses on main street in Canby. There are no longer any jewelry stores on the scale that these families gave us. Mueller‟s place of business is
now a vacant lot with beautiful shrubs and rocks, and Coil‟s building is where P.K.
Egan‟s now sits since the December 31, 1984 fire burned the final location of the
Valeria and Harold Mueller
jewelry store, which at that time was the location of the Canby News.
viewing diamonds.
It would be interesting to share more of these “Growing Up in Canby” stories. If you have some fond
memories or interesting details of Canby, please call Joyce @ 507.223.5380 or email
joyce52549@hotmail.com Pictures would be an added bonus. The pictures will be returned.

The key to preventing moldy berries...

2012 Dues are Due
GHA collects a nominal annual dues to help cover
the operating expenses and the publishing of the Gary InterState. The amount is $10 and a life time dues is available for
$50. A mailed printed copy of the Gary Inter State is $25.
The GHA participates in many activities in Gary during
the year. Some of them are: 4th of July Celebration,
the All-School Reunion, Santa Visit at Christmas and
other occasions that benefit Gary. If you haven't paid
your dues this year, please mail it to Gary Historical
Association, P O Box 83, Gary, SD 57237.

Lois
Fitzpatrick

Berries are delicious, but they're also kind of delicate. Raspberries in particular seem like they can
mold before you even get them home from the
market. There's nothing more tragic than paying
$4 for a pint of local raspberries, only to look in
the fridge the next day and find that fuzzy mold
growing on their insides.
Well, with fresh berries just starting to hit farmers markets, we can tell you that how to keep
them fresh! Here’s a tip I’m sharing on how to
prevent them from getting there in the first
place:

Wash them with vinegar.

90th

Celebrating 90
years young on March 11 at the Catholic church
dining hall in Clear Lake. 2-4 pm
Birthday cake will be served. If you can‟t attend,
birthday card greetings may be sent to Lois at:
107 Hidewood Estates * Clear Lake, SD 57226

Just Wonderin’?
Why is that whenever you attempt to catch something that‟s
falling off the table you always manage to knock something
else over?
What disease did a cured ham actually have?

When you get your berries home, prepare a mixture of one part vinegar (white or apple cider
probably work best) and ten parts water. Dump
the berries into the mixture and swirl around.
Drain, rinse if you want (though the mixture is so
diluted you can't taste the vinegar,) and pop in
the fridge. The vinegar kills any mold spores and
other bacteria that might be on the surface of
the fruit, and voila! Raspberries will last a week
or more, and strawberries
go almost two weeks without getting moldy and soft.
So go forth and stock up on
those pricey little gems,
knowing they'll stay fresh

Five Hours in Snow-Blocked
Car—Ladwig- Sanden
You may not remember the snowstorm in
March 1952, but the Interstate tells of an unusual experience:
Mrs. Bernard Ladwig and Miss Marilyn Sanden had an experience yesterday in the snowstorm that they
do not wish to repeat. They were stalled in their auto four miles south of Gary from four o‟clock in the afternoon
until rescued by a snowplow at 10:30 in the evening.
These two, who are nurses at the Canby Hospital, had left Canby and come west without too much difficulty in the swirling wet snow, but as they turned north towards the Cobb Creek gulch they were stalled in a drift.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lescher, who likewise had to leave their car, but were able to go afoot to their home
on the shore of Lake Cochrane, phone to Gary, giving the information that the young ladies were stalled in the
storm.
Mr. Ladwig made two attempts to get there, the last time got as far as the tree claim corner three miles
south. It was then dark, windy and deep snow, but he walked to town, changed clothes, and during which time
Adolph Sanden secured James Cole to start up the highway snowplow.
Mr. Ladwig and his partner, Sheldon Lokken, accompanied Mr. Cole in the plow and after some bucking
of heavy and clinging snowdrifts reached the car containing the two young ladies. They had remained in the car
after a futile attempt to make further progress.
On the return the men freed the Lokken car stalled at the three mile corner, and they drove it back to
town, while the young ladies had the ride home with Mr. Cole in the cab of the snowplow, reaching home a few
minutes after 11 o‟clock.

Idiot Sightings
I was at the airport, checking in at the gate when an airport employee asked,
“Has anyone put anything in your baggage without your knowledge?”
To which I replied, “If it was without my knowledge, how would I know?”
He smiled knowingly and nodded, “That‟s why we ask.”
Happened in Birmingham , AL.

911 St. Olaf Avenue North
P.O. Box 148
Canby, Minnesota
507-223-5505
www.jims-market.com

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR

 Quality Service  Freshness

In retrospect by buck asher
The historical marker on Coteau Street near the Sexauer storage buildings claims to mark the sight of entry of the first permanent road into Dakotas territory. This claim is disputed by other groups who maintain that the
Dakota Southern Railroad entered the territory in Yankton earlier that did the Winona and St. Peter at Gary. William Stone in his history of Gary, “Gate City to the Dakota’s”, states “the first locomotive and train reached
Gary in late May 1873.”
The first train to run over the newly completed Winona and St. Peter Railroad and on to the end of the line
was an excursion train from Chicago during the summer of 1873. Passengers on this first trip were wealthy stockholders, executives of the company, many of their friends and families. The train was made up of special cars,
elaborately equipped for dining, sleeping and sightseeing. It stopped briefly at the small town of Gary, then
known at Stateline or Headquarters and then continued on to Kampeska, the end of the line. There were no settlements west of Gary in 1873. The train was parked on the lake shore where the passengers enjoyed a few days of
camping in the wild. Many had brought fishing gear along and it is told they caught more fish that could be used.
Swimming and rafting were also enjoyed. Returning to their homes these visitors gave flowing reports of the
beautiful and favorable country of the Dakota.
After fulfilling their contract with the U.S. government to complete the line to Lake Kampeska, and receiving their grant of thousands of acres of virgin land the Winona and St. Peter did little or nothing with the line
for the next few years. The only activity was an occasional work train or a locomotive checking the tracks.
Preceding the completion of the railroad the company dismantled all the buildings except round house and
repair house and left the settlement at Gary nearly empty. During the following years early settlers including H.H.
Herrick, B.J. Cochrane, and others established homes in the area. A group of men met at the H.H. Herrick home
in January of 1873 and as a result of their petition to the Postmaster General to grant them a mail route with services from Marshall, MN to Kampeska, DT. The petition was granted to deliver mail once a week for five years.
During the summer of 1874 a post office was established at Gary. Herrick was appointed postmaster by president
Grant later in the fall Gary was made the terminus of the route. The next few years saw a rapid growth in the
town and the area as many homesteaders and home seekers came to the new land of opportunity. Gary at this time
was the only settlement along the Minnesota-Dakota Territory line. It was a convenient port of entry and a jumping off place for many people coming to the new land. Because of the railroad the city became known as the Gate
City to the Dakotas.

Eleven Easy Ways to Buy American in 2012 …by Roger Simmermaker
1. Cotton Swabs.
Don't call them Q-Tips. The Q-Tips brand is made in America , but guess what? The company that owns the brand isn't
American at all. The name of the company is called Unilever (ever seen Lever 2000 soap?), which is a joint venture between England and The Netherlands . An American alternative would be the CVS or Walgreen's brand, which are both
made in USA as well for about the same price. Both CVS and Walgreen's are American-owned companies and are based in
the United States .
2. Deodorant.
Suave and Dove are both owned by Unilever, so the profits go overseas and the taxes are paid overseas to foreign governments when you buy either of these brands. Want an American brand to buy and save money, too? Go to the Dollar Tree
store and buy the Speed Stick brand for $1 each, which is made in USA by American-owned Colgate-Palmolive. If you
drop five or ten dollars, you won't have to go back to the store for this item anytime soon.
3. Bath Soap.
Irish Spring sounds like it might be foreign, but it's actually an American brand made in the United States . Ivory soap is
American, too. Jergens is made in America , but Jergens is owned by a Japanese company. Think of it like this: Just like a
Toyota made in the U.S. is still a Japanese car, a bar of Jergens soap made in the U.S. is still a Japanese soap. Dial is owned
by a German company.
4. Mustard.
French's mustard isn't French. It's owned by the British. Grey Poupon sounds like it might be foreign, but it's owned by an
American company, and is made in America .
5. Pasta sauce.
Did you know Ragu is owned by Unilever, the foreign-owned company we learned about in examples one and two? Prego
is an American brand owned by the Campbell Soup Company, and is made in the United States .
6. Disinfectant.
Lysol and Clorox are both effective disinfectants and there is little if any price difference between the two, but only one is
American owned. Lysol used to be owned by Kodak, but Kodak sold it to a British company in 1995. Clorox is American
owned.
7. Coffee.
Two of the most popular brands in the United States are Maxwell House and Taster's Choice, but only one is owned by a
company based in the United States . Taster's Choice is made by Switzerland-based Nestle the largest food company in the
world. Maxwell House is an American brand. The coffee beans for both brands are imported, however. For truly American
coffee from tree to cup (the beans come from Hawaii ) check out the USA Coffee Company
atwww.USACoffeeCompany.com <http://www.usacoffeecompany.com/> .
8. Cosmetics.
Revlon is an American-owned company and many (not all) of their products are made in the United States . Maybelline was
American-owned until 1996 when French-owned L'Oreal bought the company for $758 million. Mary Kay is also an
American-owned company.
9. Bottled water.
Now that we know the French own at least one brand many probably thought was American owned, what other popular
brands are owned by companies based in France ? You might be surprised to know that Dannon bottled water (and other
Dannon products like yogurt) are French owned. Aquafina (owned by Pepsi) and Dasani (owned by Coca-Cola) are American brands. Water Billboard’s is a Canby, MN company, so it is local and American!
10. Peanut Butter.
They say choosy mothers choose Jif. Choosy patriotic Americans choose Jif, too, because Jif is American-owned. Skippy is
owned by our favorite foreign brand Unilever.
11. Apparel.
Why shop at Wal-Mart and buy foreign-made t-shirts when you can buy American-made t-shirts from All American Clothing Company (www.AllAmericanClothing.com<http://www.allamericanclothing.com/> ) where they use 100% U.S.-grown
cotton for just $7.99. Are the shirts in Wal-Mart that much cheaper? I have to admit I don't know because I don't shop there.
But I do know Wal-Mart is the biggest seller of Chinese-made goods on the planet.
Okay, I had to give another example because this is probably the best one, and since winter is still here, we might
be adding some hot chocolate to our shopping cart at the supermarket. Swiss Miss is American owned, but Carnation is
owned by the Swiss.
The good news is that the more we buy American-owned and American-made products, the more powerful and
positive impact we will have on the U.S. economy. And the even better news is we can usually do it without any extra cost
or inconvenience to the consumer. Awareness is the key.

Gary Historical Association News
Donors have been recently added to the Museum Building Fund
The following families have made it to the donor wall:
Eng, Grabow, Lohr, Peden, Van Steinberg, Limberg, Brevik, Stangeland, Cole Almos, Hughes,
Lorenzen and Baer
To make a donation and place your family name on the Donors
Wall, please see below.

Proposed New Historical Museum

Type of Building Planned (not actual new
museum)

The plan is to build the new museum on the lot owned by GHA
near the city park (approximately where the previous building was
located).
Our current goal is to build a 40' X 60' building on a concrete
slab.
The objective is to build a structure that will function as a museum and be an attractive addition to the Gary community.
To help us meet these goals, please donate to the Museum

Building fund.

Donations to GHA Building Fund are tax deductions
Gifts can be made to tax-exempt organizations classified as 501(c)(3) charities and shown on your tax
return as a charitable deduction. This includes the Gary Historical Association.
Disclaimer: This notification is not intended as tax advice. Please consult your tax advisor for information on your personal tax situation.

How to Donate
We invite you and your family to donate to our museum building fund. We are a 509(a)(1) public charity organization, so all donations are deductible under section 170 of the IRS code. Individuals, families, organizations and businesses who donate amounts that meet the following guidelines will be recognized on a wall
of the new museum. The donation categories are:
Bronze $500+

Silver $1000+

Gold $3000+

Diamond $5000+

We would appreciate your donation of any amount. Please use the contribution form below. Encourage
your family members, Gary Public School classmates and friends to help the Gary Historical Association
achieve their goal for a new Historical Museum in Gary.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut @ dashed line & mail to: Gary Historical Association, PO Box 83, Gary SD 57237
Museum Donation $____________
Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Tel #_(
)
-_________
Address__________________________________________ Email Address__________________________
City, State, Zip____________________________________________________________________________
Name for Donor board if qualified_____________________________________________________________

Gary Historical Building Fund
Donor Wall
$500 Donors:

Gary All School Reunion will be Sunday, July 1, 2012 at the Prairie
View Golf Club which is located at
the northwest corner of Lake Cochrane. RSVP if you are planning to
attend. The $15 per person brunch
will be from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm with
the meeting at 1:00 p.m. An afternoon of visiting in the meeting room
and on the patio will follow. There
may be a golf special offered but
will follow up on that as
plans progress.

$1000 Donors:

Jay Grabow

Eng Family

Van Steinberg
Family

Peden Family
Brevik Family

R & B Stangeland
David Hughes
Eugene Lorenzen,
MD
Jyp Cole

Lyndon & Kathy
Limberg
R & S Baer
George & Bobbie
Lohr
Aldon Almos

Inside Displays

Landscape
Electric and Labor
Some will be volunteer

Labor for Building
Some will be volunteer

Per book

The Gary Historical Ass’n still has a number of
these wonderful cookbooks with those mouthwatering recipes like Grandma used to make...
Available at: Jim’s Market-Canby; Gate City
Store & DNB Nat’l Bank of Gary
Or from any of the
Gary Historical Ass’n members

Building
Concrete and Labor

May we have a little time
to visit with you
about a donation to
the Gary Historical
Building Fund?

Have you been to our web site?
www.experiencegarysd.com
It is loaded with interesting information, including,
Bill Stone’s book at:
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm
Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook
Please LIKE us there

