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Be informed of what is going on in your town!
Gary City Council is the first Monday of the month @ 7:30 p.m.
Gary Historical Association Tuesday, June 16, 7:00 pm @ Fire Hall
Gary Community Club meets the fourth Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Fire Hall meeting room
Gate City Economic Development meets third Thursday, Fire Hall, 7:00p.m.

In an effort to keep you updated on the former School for the Blind:

Check out the new web site at www.experiencegarysd.com

An eagle will greet you at the campground.

Pouring the slab for the bath house

The new windows are all in.

Offices are being painted.

Dam being reinforced.

Finishing the new roof coverings.

Are you planning on coming to the celebration on the
Third and Fourth of July? There will be two days of
nonstop family fun!!
Check here for details!!!

www.experiencegarysd.com
Down Memory Lane
By
Bernice Jensen
Last week we traveled up Coteau Street visiting the businesses that are no
longer a part of Gary. In some instances the buildings are no longer in
existence. I call it digging up bones, old bones. At the north end of Coteau
Street, the first business was Doc Pinards home at 1202. Dr Pinard delivered
many babies in the area, in the homes of midwives and at the local hospital.
He was a tough man. He would say when he gave me a shot, that didn’t hurt
because I didn’t feel anything. He passed away 35 years ago in 1974. Eugene
and Betty Steele call this lovely old house home. 1126 Coteau was a beauty shop for a short
while. It is now home to Randy and Shirley Denekamp. The next vacant lot was called the
Central telephone office when I was a child. Ladies that I can remember in charge were Pearl
Callens Davies, Mrs. Henry Sueter, a lady from Marshal l that I don’t remember her name but
she was in charge in the 50’s and 60’s. Clint and Leona Priest purchased the telephone office
until they sold it to ITC. Later Maude Carter lived there and she sold quilts that she made.
The next home was the family of Harold and Arlo Meyer and where Dey Rupp operated his
barber shop in his home. Next to the barber shop was a building that several may remember in
the 30’s and 40’s was the business operated by Elmer Peterson and his wife. It was a variety
store in the 40’s. Ardis Hinsvark and Mickey Miller operated a coffee shop in the back with an
alley entry door. Elmer then sold it to his brother. It later was the first home of the Sports Inn.
There was a building across the alley in the basement and one on the first floor was where Pete
and Mrs. Nelson had their bakery and a fine baker he was. His bread, rolls, and cookies were the
best ever. They lived above the bakery. I was told years ago, it was the a doctor office and a
hospital and the main floor was a hardware store managed and operated by Bill and Edna
Hinsvark in the early 50’s and later it became the Senior Citizen center. Next door was the Gary
Liquor store in the 30’s and 40’s with a movie theater upstairs and a dance hall and several
events were held in the hall. Remember Bert and Jessie Mae, the musical group from Yankton.
Adolph Sanden operated the creamery buying eggs and cream and butter. He had trucks visiting
from farmers and picking up produce. In the late 20’s the Mier Sisters, Clara Mier Mc Lain and
her sister operated a millinery shop. They were very talented and my mother said their hats were
well made and very fashionable.
Tom and Clara McLain lived in Gary for many years moving to Minneapolis in the 50’s. I
would be pleased to have one of those hats. Across the alley is the building that now houses the
Gate City Store and Hardware. In the lower level in the basement was Ekerns barber shop and
the top floor was Dr. Grosses first dentist office. There was also a barber shop. It was the home
of the Bart Raush family and the family lived upstairs.

On the main floor an exchange was housed. Mr. Snitger was the proprietor. I remember he was
a colorful character. Then the bank was there, then the post office and then the bank again if I
remember right.
The next door was the Rowland Drug Store. Walter Rowland was the druggist and an excellent
businessman. Yours truly, me, worked there after Walter passed away. On the 4th of July a
celebration was held and Danny and I worked the drugstore that day. We sold so many ice
cream cones at the soda fountain that our wrists hurt. Mrs. Rowland sold the drug Store to Bob
and Dorothy Rourke. They lived in the apartment upstairs over the businesses for a few years.
Later they sold to Perry and Lena Heaton and their son Perry and wife Joan. Shirley Denekamp
is the owner and operator of this fine grocery store and hardware store. The vacant lot to the
right was the home of the Gary Interstate for many years. Mortenson and Reine Miotell and Phil
Trieb owned the paper. On the right of the store under the same roof was Pete Beaudrys egg
buying station. The next vacant lot was the home the Eakens café. When I was in high school
Ed and Loretta Windenback, Dode Mueller, Jennine Miller and Armetha Kemig were the owners
and operators of the A and J café.
The next door is the Alibi which was the home of Kenyon hardware owned and operated by Jud
Kenyon Sr. and later Judd Kenyon, Jr. It was a hardware store for years with a gas pump on the
sidewalk outside the store. When Kenyon’s sold out the store to Louis and Mrs. Olson and
operated a feed store. After Mr. Olson’s death, Harold and Minnie Helmberger purchased the
store. It was later purchased by Jimmie Geisel who named it the Alibi. After a few years he sold
it to Bruce and Diane Melby. The next business was John Kenyon General Merchandise where
groceries, clothing, shoes, ladies hats, yard good etc was sold. John was a great man and a lot of
fun. His wife was a gracious lady. If I remember right she was an Oswald.
The next business was the Herrick Hotel and is the only business that I remember there. It was a
fashionable place to enjoy dinner, dance and a great night out. Alice Knopp later told me a lot
about the great businesses. Her mother was one of the cooks and it was later an aparmten house
for families. Across the street was Banwarth garage with Frank and Sara. Frank was a real
business man. He sold Ford, Chrysler, Dody and Desota, I hope that I remember that right. John
and Loretta Hentges owned and operated a Laundromat and later it was taken down. East of the
Garage, john Nielson operated a car repair shop. The business was later operated by John
Hentges , Barney Ladwig and Sheldon Lokken. Across the road was Griffing and Eng who had
an implement store where they sold machinery and repairs and twine. I went with my father
when I was very young and he purchased a McCormick binder. Later it was an apery or called a
bee house. It is no longer standing. Mr. Thorpe has the spot nicely landscaped. Mr. Thorpe has
purchase the elevator that was one operated by Sexauer . Where the bank now stands was the
Youmans Lumber Company on the corner; was a top shelf lumber yard. I have enjoyed walking
through the years to the present. We are all so proud of the founders of Gary.

Would you like to have a spot at our July 3 – 4 Flea Market?
The lot size is 10’ X 20’ and the price is $25 for the two days.
Contact Eldeen Baer at 507-223-5188

Knob Hill Natural Area Comes Alive
By Mary Nosbush
The restoration of a natural area in Gary overlooking the scenic Lac Qui Parle Creek, the City
Park, the old blind school and the Historical Park has brought together community organizations
as the Knob Hill Natural Area has come into being.
Several work days were held in April and May to accomplish clean up of downed limbs, removal
of old barbed wire fencing, planting of a dogwood hedge, fruit trees, ground cover and shade
loving plants. Groups involved include: Gary Tree Board, Gary Historical Association and the
Altamont 4-Her’s. More than 100 hours of volunteer labor have already been logged in the
collaborative effort.
A grant through Building Our South Dakota Rural Communities (BOSDRC) was obtained by
Altamont 4-Her’s to cover the costs of erosion control plants along the creek bank, as well as
fruiting and flowering trees and perennial flowers. The 4-H Club also used funds from the grant
to build a cedar picnic table and two cedar benches for placement in the natural area. Donations
of additional ground cover plants were received from community residents and Sodak Gardens.
This secluded, wooded area in the middle of town was rediscovered a few years ago when the
2005 ice storm devastated many of the trees on the Knob Hill. These trees were cleared in order
to restore the power line in the area. The result was a crop of noxious weeds and tangled tree
limbs. The spot is named because of the sudden rise in topography.
Hidden in the tangled mess atop this lofty hill are several massive bur oak trees. After the debris
was removed, the largest oak tree has become the focal point of the area, perched on the hill.
Shade loving native plants cover the wooded area. Some of the tree species found on the hill
include: oak, ash, basswood, box elder, chokecherry, willow, hackberry and elm. Wildflower
plants include Solomon’s Seal and Meadow Anemone.
Three varieties of peonies were added to the project, courtesy of a donation by Archie Hill of
Iron, Minnesota. Archie grew up in Gary and explained that the original rootstock for these
peonies was purchased from Gurney’s in 1936 by his mother and planted at their home in Gary.
He said that when he moved to the Iron Range in 1970, he took cuttings along and has multiplied
them. He found great joy in knowing that the plants have found their way back to their home in
Gary. About 100 more of these peonies have also been donated for planting at the blind school
redevelopment project in Gary.
Remnants of barbed wire fence around the base of the hill suggest that the area may have been
used to pasture livestock in the past. Also found in the creek were remnants of a wooden bridge
which spanned the creek for foot traffic until sometime in the 1980s.
As the work on the project progresses, plans remain to build steps down the steep side of the hill
toward the creek. A trail through the Knob Hill Natural Area has been established and will
eventually connect to a trail running along the west side of the Lac Qui Parle Creek up to the

dam which will form Lake Elsie. The name for the creek means “laughing waters”. A bridge
across the creek is also planned although exact location has not yet been determined.

NOTICE
All current and former members of the Methodist Church choir are invited to join in one great
choir anthem on Sunday, July 5 at the church. We will rehearse one hour before services, so
check for the time of services in the newspaper, or call Cochrane's at 605-272-5553. If it works
out and everyone would like, we will also sing a song at the Alumni Banquet.
Thanks
Jim Cochrane
This paper was printed by DNB NATIONAL BANK. We want to thank them for this service!

MEMORIES FROM THE HEART
By Betty Schaefer McCormick
Maybe some of you remember growing up on a farm and going with your parents to the
nursery to pick up baby chicks. I so enjoyed going with my Dad to the Canby Nursery
and getting our baby chicks. We would buy about two hundred of them and bring them
home to a freshly cleaned and disinfected brooder house. Dad would work so hard to
make sure the building was clean and safe for the little birds. I would help him scrub
everything and then we put down nice clean straw so it would be warm and there would
be lights on day and night to keep them warm. We would use gallon fruit jars on a base
for the water and the little birds would sip the water and hold their little beaks in the air
and enjoy each drink. They were so cute and cuddly. Dad would check on them every
few hours to make sure they were safe. Mom taught me a sound to use as we
approached the brooder house to silent them and they would be so quiet and huddle
together for safety. We had to check them to be sure none had suffocated andif we
found a dead bird we had to remove the dead carcass immediately.
Also baby chicks are shipped through the US Postal Service. My husband is a retired
Postmaster and he said the turnaround is about two days for baby chicks. As soon as
they enter the Post Office, the recipient is called to come and pick up the birds. Even in
cities the size of Milwaukee or Green Bay, baby chicks are being delivered. I always
enjoy hearing them in the background. It brings back wonderful memories.
My son works for a large chicken processing company. We visited him and he took us
to see one of the large buildings where the baby chicks are housed. There were over
44,000 baby chicks all cheeping away. Not quite the same as watching two hundred in a
brooder house. They are still the same cute, cuddly little bird with soft fuzzy feathers. All
the food, water and elimination of wastes is automated. The birds are housed in this
building for about four weeks and then trucked off to be processed. The buildings are
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected and then sit empty for a week before another 44,000
are trucked in.
My daughter who eats very natural, recently purchased "range fed eggs". I could not
believe four bucks a dozen for eggs. I mentioned that is the only kind of egg I ate when
I was growing up. I told her about bringing the chicks home from the nursery, watching
them grow up in a fenced in pen, and then letting them run in the woods and yard,
scratching and catching bugs. At night, they would come back to the brooder house to

sleep. At the end of the summer some of the chickens were butchered for our
household meals and some were kept for laying hens. My job was to gather eggs and I
just hated it when the old hens would peck at my hands and arms. That was the worst
part of gathering eggs.
Our sub division is zoned that we can have four chickens, that isn't quite enough for me
to start raising chickens for "range fed eggs". Maybe in the future, but for now, I have
my memories of the baby chicks in the nursery, bringing them home in the car in the
nursery boxes cheeping away, and watching them grow into mature birds. But the best
memory of all is holding a soft, cuddly yellow fuzz ball in your hand and having them
cheep.
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In Retrospect
By Buck Asher
Reading the early history of Gary is a very fascinating and thrilling experience. The early
editions of the Gary Interstate relate many exciting events. Perhaps the most intriguing took
place during 1888-1889.
Different issues of the paper at that time relate to a discovery of coal deposits in the vicinity of
Gary. The surface of our county shows every indication of containing at no very great depth,
coal in unlimited quantities, states one paper of January 1888. Captain Herrick found over 100
pounds while digging a well near his hotel, located where David Denekamp lived. Groups of
companies were formed to prospect for coal. Same results were George Inlagen and George
Westcott found samples of coal of good quality. The fond hopes that resulted from there and
other discoveries were never realized.
Gold never was at its highest during this time. Three mining companies in Gary were organized
to find gold. Every businessman in town exhibited in his place of business samples of gold
found here.
The Gary Placer Mining Company had J.V. Wells as President and made extensive search for the
illusive metal. It is stated that colors of gold showed up in every pan full of soil washed in our
creek. The Twitchell property one half mile south of the railroad bridge was said to contain
valuable deposits. The gold was in the form of dust and scales no larger nuggets.
Charles Lusk an old time California miner made a rocker and washed out quite a bit of gold. He
had great hopes of hitting pay dirt. Mr. J. Evert of Watertown an old Forty Niner examined the
washings and decided the present indications for rich deposits were excellent. Many inquiries
were received from old miners in all areas.
www.experiencegarysd.com
This paper printed by DNB NATIONAL BANK. We want to thank them for this service!

Long Ago and Now
Long ago when our state was new, our prairies were wide and vast,
And wild flowers grew on every knoll, but those days so long have past.
The antelope roamed upon the hills, the prairie chickens in flocks were seen,
The bob-white whistled his cheery call, and frogs were thick in each ravine.
Our faithful horses did our work, from morn till setting sun,
We put the hay within the stack, and not in bales like now is done.
They’ve broken up our prairie sod; our wild flowers are mostly gone,
The prairie chicken we do not see, or hear their drums at break of dawn.
The cheery calling of the quail, is a sound no more we hear,
If not protected from the gun, extinction of them is near.
Things have changed so very much, in this time of modern ways,
But if I had the one to choose, I’d gladly take the good old days.
--Marietta Thomas—

Gary Historical Association
Newsletter from the President
Well in less than 30 days our community will be putting on one of the biggest celebrations in the
area. They say it is the longest running Third of July Celebration in the area with its first couple
of years being held at Lake Cochrane. If you go to www.experiencegarysd.com and then click
on Events tab you will find the flyer. Or you can watch for the ads in the local paper. The third
and fourth are chucked full of entertainment for the guests of our community. The fifth will be
the All School Reunion. If you remember the 135th celebration, there was hardly a moment with
nothing to do. It looks as though the 2009 celebration will be the same. There are also some
new activities being planned for your enjoyment. Things such as a watermelon eating contest.
And possibly to go with the soap box derby, a heavy weight group. Wouldn’t it be fun to see
them land in the lake? All in all we hope that you will be able to go back home thinking that
you had a great holiday weekend. We also hope to have the Museum open during the
celebration.
Have you checked out the new stories entered on the web site? A very interesting one on the
court house battle by Steve Almos is located there. www.experiencegarysd.com We placed it
there just for the interest and fun and not to drag up old arguments.

www.experiencegarysd.com
Would you like to be one of the first to receive the Gary Interstate? Just get your email address
to us. Those are the first to go out.

Next on our list of Senior Who’s Who is the carnival queen of 1948.
Mary Anne Thomas was born on a farm near Marietta, MN on January 13, 1930. When she was
two years old Mary Anne and her parents moved to Revillo, and at the age of four moved to
Goodwin. For the first three and a half years of school Mary Anne got her education in a little
white country school, District 63. Then this little brown haired lady moved to Gary, where she
has finished the remaining years of schooling.
In the sixth grade Mary Anne was representative for Gary at the Y.C.L. convention at Pierre, and
while in the seventh and eighth grades she was in Y.C.L. plays. Also, in these grades she played
clarinet, and was in the school band. In her freshman year, she was secretary of the Kiddy
Kooks club, and when a sophomore she played on the kitten ball team. During her junior year
she was class president and also Girls State Delegate. She took part in both the junior and senior
plays. This year she was editor of the annual, in band, and a member of the Tiger Tales staff.
Mary Anne has a liking for horses.
I asked Mary Anne what she enjoys most and she replied, a Sunday afternoon listening to
symphony music or out walking in the snow. Her desire to take long walks proves that she has a
great love of nature.
You may see Mary Anne eating her favorite food, hot tomatoes, and listening to the song Love is
So Terrific.
After thinking for a few moments on what her ambition was, she said, to succeed, no matter what
I try. Although Mary Anne said that her pastime was thinking of some way to get out of work,
we know this is not true, because she is always willing to give a helping hand.
She claims that her hangout is on the farm, but she wouldn’t say whose farm.
On quiet evenings at home, Mary Anne enjoys reading. The book she enjoyed most was
Thunderhead. When becoming disgusted with a certain matter, you may hear her saying her
favorite saying, Oh fiddle!!!
Mary Anne would rather take homemaking than any other subject. Maybe she will make use of
it sooner, than the rest of us think.
KING OF TRAILS COUNTRY
TROUBADOUR SHOWCASE
PRODUCED BY THE Gary historical Association
On Behalf of the highway 75 Coalition
GARY, SOUTH DAKOTA

KING OF TRAILS COUNTRY TROUBADOUR SHOWCASE SET FOR
SEPTEMBER AT GARY
GARY, SD – The call is out for singers to enter the premier edition of the King of Trails Country
Troubadour talent search set for early in September at Historic Gary.
The first-ever event is produced by the Gary Historical Association on behalf of the King of Trails
Coalition, Dakota/Minnesota Corridor, as it continues to promote the historic significance of
one of America’s pioneer roadways that links three counties.
The King of Trails Troubadour Showcase will bring together entertainers from the Dakota/
Minnesota Corridor of Highway 75 as well as Greater Minnesota and the Dakotas. Contestants

will vie for the celebrity titles of King of trails Country Troubadour in men and women’s
divisions and the horizon Award in a junior category.
Once crowned, the titlists position themselves to offer celebrity status programs to
communities and organizations and carry the banner for a full year. Showcase officials note
that capturing the titles would greatly bolster the careers of the participants, adding “star” to
their resumes.
At stake, in addition to the titles of Troubadours, are Gold, Silver and Bronze Eagle honors as
determined by a panel of judges.
Contestants will audition with an eight minute program to include one traditional ballad and
one number of their choice-country, pop, gospel, Americana, contemporary or an original.
Detailed Information is available at www.experiencegarysd.com or by contacting Eldeen Baer
at 108 Orlano Ave. N., Canby, MN. 56220, by phone at 507-223-5188. Information is also
available from the Showcase’s special consultant, Archie N. Hill, 3831 Bobby Aro Memorial
Highway, Iron, MN 55751, phone 218-744-2626.

The editor and publisher of The Gary Interstate did a short tour of the property just before
sending this out for print. Even though it is not finished, we are so impressed with the looks of
everything at the complex. Lake Elsie was a very beautiful emerald green in the setting sun with
the new reinforced dam in the back ground. Windows are in. New sidewalks are going in.
Landscaping is in progress. Racket ball room, exercise room, and Laundromat. Even the old
blind school playground equipment has been brought back to a usable condition.
Joe Kolbach, the owner and Jay Grabow along with his crew are making this a property that we
can all be proud of as a community. If you haven’t been here, you will want to come and take a
look. Spend a weekend and rent a room in the Herrick Hotel with a window looking out over the
park and lake. The view will be great and the stay will be something you will remember for a
long time.

