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Down Memory Lane
By Bernice Jensen

Bernice would say “Start taking pictures!”
It is part of our history!
The Gary Historical Association has decided to add another event to the
July celebration this year. They will be sponsoring a “Photo
Competition”. Start taking pictures that you think you would like to
enter. The rules of the competition are listed below.

AMATEUR PHOTO COMPETITION
Photos will be 8” X 10” Age groups 14 and under, 15 and older
One entry per person per category,
$5 per entry
Categories:
Landscape, Portrait (which can be children, grandparents, etc)
Animals (which can include pets or wildlife), Black and White
Journalistic (recording every day activities in journalist fashion)
Ribbons for winner of each division, Ribbon for best of show
Subject to change

START TAKING PICTURES FOR THE COMPETITION!

Eng Family Reunion
May 1 & 2, 2010
Gary SD
Our parents, Edward and Martine (Svendsen) Eng moved to Gary in 1915, the year they
were married. In Gary, they raised three boys from Edward’s previous marriage, plus nine
children from their marriage. All twelve of these children completed their elementary and high
school education in Gary. Edward and Martine moved from Gary in 1959 to relocate with a son,
Vincent, living in Phoenix AZ. They both died in 1960 in Arizona.
Our family has held reunions around the United States, picking locations where a
member of the family was located at the time. Because of the new facility at Buffalo Ridge
Resort, we were able to gather in Gary this year. This was a special reunion, because it gave us
an opportunity to spend time in Gary and see the restoration of the School for the Blind. It was
wonderful to see the rejuvenation of Gary, where we had all grown up.
All my parents’ living children and their spouses were able to attend. Family members
attending were Muriel (Eng) Nicholls (San Diego CA), Don & Jewyll Eng (Grand Junction CO),
Bob & Martha Eng (Bozeman MT), Ray & Mary Ann Eng (Northfield MN) and Jim & Elaine
Eng (Red Wing MN). Don and Jewyll’s daughter (Jenny Eng), Ray’s children (Claudia, Andy &
Matt Eng) and Jim & Elaine’s son (Pete Eng & his 4 young sons) also attended. Margaret
(Sanden) & Harry Olson, Canby MN, visited with us on Saturday. Margaret was a neighbor of
the Engs and a classmate of Bob Eng.
We especially enjoyed the visit of Martine’s relatives from Sioux Falls SD, who attended
one of our reunions for the second time. Patsy & Charles Hey and Karen & Robert Stordahl
drove to Gary from Sioux Falls. Patsy & Karen are sisters and granddaughters of Eli Iverson
from Jasper MN. Eli Iverson was married to Mali Svendsen, the sister of Martine’s grandfather,
Peder Svendsen. Eli Iverson was also responsible for bringing our mother to the United States,
and she lived with them for 5 years until she married our father.
We also were very happy to have relatives visit from Norway. Besse & Else Øien
traveled from Trondheim Norway to attend our reunion and to visit Else’s relatives. Besse is a
grand nephew of Martine’s father, Bernhard. They visited with Ray & Mary Ann Eng in
Northfield MN before the reunion and with Jim & Elaine Eng in Red Wing MN after the
reunion. Else has many cousins in the Midwest, and was able to enjoy visits with them in
Watertown, Sioux Falls and Mendota Heights MN. Jim & Elaine will get another chance to visit
with the Øiens in Norway in June of this year. This is the fourth visit to the United States for the
Øiens and Besse said, “the visits just keep getting better.”
All of the Engs and the relatives from Sioux Falls and Norway were very impressed with
the progress being made in Gary. Because of the Buffalo Ridge Resort, this turned out to be one
of our best reunions. Thanks to everyone in Gary who has played a part in this great endeavor.
Submitted by: Ray Eng, eng_10@msn.com

NEWS FROM CANBY
By Joyce Olson-Baer
Greetings from Canby!
The busy summer activities are starting…Memorial Day Weekend. A
time when we make plans to have backyard grill-outs, go to the lake to
begin the long summer camp-outs and other family gatherings. [After
the long cold winter we are ready for the heat and bugs…Right?!!]
How many of us stop and remember the men and women who have
secured the rights to the liberties we in America take for granted? Have
you thanked a Veteran lately for putting his/her life on the line to give
you the freedom to worship, speak your mind, bear arms, vote, have a proper trial, etc. as
recorded by our Forefathers in the Bill of Rights.
Have you read the Constitution? Are you aware that many of the laws that were set down
are being stripped away by a government who is no longer “of the people, by the
people, or for the people.” It is becoming “of the government, by the government
and for the government.”
We need to teach our children and grandchildren what America stands for and why the
soldiers are fighting in far-away places because, the history books are not the same as they
were when we were growing up. It saddens me, when at a parade, as the flag is going by,
how few people stand up to show honor and respect to Old Glory. When I was going up,
(Wolf Point, Montana), back in the late 50’s and 60’s we were taught this in church, school
and also in Scouting. It was a part of us just like breathing. It was taught here in Canby also.
My daughter, Tanya remembers Mr. Don Norlin teaching the students to respect the flag. I,
too, remember attending a program at Canby Elementary where a couple of the students
thought it would be okay to disrespect the flag and Mr. Norlin. It only happened once, was
handled swiftly and the offenders learned a valuable lesson! We certainly could use more
Mr. Norlins!
So, while we still have our freedoms let us stand up, take back this great nation of the
people, by the people and for the people and thank the Veterans who are willing to secure
our liberties now and for the future of our children and grandchildren.
Remember Canby Hat Daze the 18th -20th of June. We look forward to welcoming you to
our many events through out the weekend. The parade is Saturday (19th) evening at 6:30.
On Sunday, June 20th the Fly-In will be held at Meyer Field. All the details are not known as
I write this. If you are interested in this event or any other please contact the Chamber of
Commerce at 507-223-7775. Enjoy all your Summer activities!
Until next time,
Joyce Olson-Baer

Watch for information about the Reunion for the South Dakota School for the
Blind to be held here in Gary at Buffalo Ridge Resort in August. The
community is invited.
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THE EMPTY HOUSE
It stands alone on the spacious lawn
Like a tree on the prairie vast
And holds fond memories all so dear
Of the days that are now past.
The shades are drawn on the sunny side
To hold the sunlight out,
And the leaves they seem to play a game
As they scurry all about.
The lawn will miss the helping hand
Which rakes and mows with care,
No one to tend the flower beds
Which all winter have lain bare.
The rooms that once were filled with joy
Now echo with each little noise,
There is no laughter as of yore
Or shouts from girls and boys.
It seems to beckon as it stands
So deserted and lone
For some family to move within
And make it once again a home.
----Mrs. Marietta Thomas

GARY HISTORICAL ASSOC. SETS WRITING HISTORICAL MEMOIR SEMINAR
The Gary Historical Association is offering a Writing Historical Memoirs Seminar, July 5, as a
special outreach program.
Conducting the seminar is Prof. Archie N. Hill, chairman of the Alliance of Former Journalism
(Educators, University of North Dakota, through which the offering is sponsored.
The seminar is open to the public at no charge and is limited to 25 participants.
The two-hour user-friendly seminar will offer techniques to add vitality to the documenting by the
written word of historical events, places and personal experiences. Special techniques will be
emphasized that add full dimension to everyday writing, adding to reader understanding and
appreciation.

Prof. Hill, a 1944 Gary High School graduate, conducts seminars and workshops throughout the
Upper Midwest. Information about the seminar and enrollment materials is available by
contacting: www.experience garysd.com or Eldeen Baer, registrar, 108 Orlano Ave N, Canby,
MN 56220, phone 507 223 5188

Have you checked out the Gary
website recently?
Just go to
www.experiencegarysd.com

In Retrospect
By Buck Asher (taken from a past issue)
Everyone enjoys good food. After a long and disagreeable winter and a belated spring there is
nothing better than a taste of freshly grown vegetables from the garden. Give yourself a treat and
have a tasted of spring at its best. Now is the season to enjoy the parsnip. This unique vegetable
is at its best. Many people strenuously object to the flavor, appearance and the color of parsnips
but they can be prepared and made into delicious dishes. At the present time they are easily
obtained from the vegetable departments of many stores. I was more fortunate. For several
years Ward and Mary Anne Shepherd have raised and shared them with their friends. This year
was no exception. Their crop was bigger and better than ever. Thanks Ward and Mary.
Old timers used to say that parsnips were only good to eat after they had remained in the ground
long enough in the late fall to freeze thoroughly. Freezing does no harm; they may be used from
late fall to late spring. They seem the best during early spring. Never store then until they wilt;
they should be kept so they are always firm, tender and never withered. If at all possible they
should be scraped rather than pared or peeled. The entire vegetable should be used, both the
outside part and the core. Cut them into convenient sizes either lengthwise or in slices across
before cooking. Parsnips contain much sugar, perhaps the favorite way of serving is after they
have been browned in butter or cooking
oils and served while hot.
I can recall while we were at home
enjoying the parsnips season during
early and late spring. As a special treat
try some of the many ways of serving
them. They make yummy French fried
parsnips and parsnip patties with
grapefruit sauce. Don’t be adverse to
trying the parsnip while it’s in season
and don’t hesitate to find a recipe and
enjoy the great taste of parsnips.

This paper printed by DNB NATIONAL BANK. We want to thank them for this service!
www.experiencegarysd.com
Check out the business cards in the Gary InterState. These businesses are helping make
sure you get the copy your reading.

My Life---Herbert Norman Meyer
The first 80 years of my life
I am writing this mostly for my grandchildren when they asked Grandpa, “what was it
like when you were growing up, where did you go and what did you do”?
Continued from last month….
Our first car was a model-T Ford referred to as the Tin Lizzy. It was a 1923 touring car
with side curtains for winter and no heater. The top folded back and down just behind
the back seat. This made for enjoyable riding on a nice warm Sunday afternoon. Its
speed was up to 35 miles per hour. On some hills dad would go down the hill as fast as
the Model-T would go so the car could make it back
up the next hill so we
kids wouldn’t have to get out and push. The
Model-T did not have
automatic transmission or a foot
accelerator…called
foot feed. To the driver,s
left was a hand lever
pulled back. It
was a break for
parking and also
the high lever for high
gear. There
were three pedals on
the floor…the left
one was the low
pedal, the center a
reverse pedal and
the right a break
pedal. There were
two small levers on
the steering column
just below the
steering wheel…a spark
lever on the left and
a gas lever on the right. To use the
Model-T you first
made sure the spark lever was up, the gas lever
about 1/3 down to set
the speed of the engine and the high lever up. Then you
had to turn on the ignition switch and go to the front to crank the engine. There was
also a choke that you could pull while cranking if it needed a little more gas to start!
O.K., it started, so now get back in the drivers seat, pull down the spark lever so the
engine will speed up and run smoother, move up the gas lever to slow the engine and
now you are ready to go. Move the high lever forward to release the brake, then push
down on the low pedal and the car will start moving forward. Now move the high lever
all the way forward while still holding down the low pedal, as this keeps the high gear
from engaging. Next add more speed, gas lever half way down, let the low pedal come
back up, on its way back it lets the high lever engage automatically. You are now
traveling in high gear (hang on). Set your speed with the gas lever about 10 to 30 miles
per hour depending on how many ruts and bumps are in the road.
There were other kinds of cars too. Chevy Overland Express, Reo Packard, Cadillac,
Studebaker, Dodge, and more. All of these things were exciting and much different
than the wagon and team of horses or horse and buggy. But the young men were very
proud of their horse and buggy when they dated their girls. This I learned from listening

to the older guys. Now that I was 12 years old my interest was not girls…only new
things coming into our lives like the telephone. They were party lines with seven or
more on that one line. Each one of these had a separate ring. One short…three long…
or one long…three short…etc. Ten short rings was a community ring where everybody
listened. It could be a storm warning or a community news item. To this day I haven’t
figured out how the ladies could talk for an hour or two on the phone, even my mother
did that!
Other interesting things for me were the big old tractors they used for belt power to run
the threshing machine. The Oilpull-Ortman Taylor case and the steam engine tractor
ran quiet with lots of power and smoke. The early 30’s was the end for those old
clumsy heavy powerful tractors. The modern gas tractor was taking over that job and
more.
In the spring of 1935 our family made another move 1 ½ miles north and three miles
west, again renting. My dad had plenty of boy power to farm but no money to buy it.
Everything was moved with horses and wagons. The 3rd day of March was moving day
for all those that had to move. The most that was left for this day was household goods
and cattle. In 1935 and after, some crops began to improve but not much. We were
still walking to country school in a different district. I graduated from the eighth grade in
District 67. My first grade was in District 46, 1927 and graduated June 27th, 1936 at
1:15 p.m. My grades for the studies--- Geography-pass, English-pass, general
mathematics-pass, general science –pass, social studies-pass. There was no more
country school, so what to do? There was a high school in Gary at that time but there
were no school buses, no car, no one to share a ride with. The only way left was to
walk 5 ½ miles one way in all kinds of weather. I decided not to go.
_______________________________
Since the economy still was not very good and the people didn’t have very much
money, I stayed home on the farm. I took jobs with the neighbors when they needed
some help. Wages were $1.00 per day with a normal day about 12 hours long. You got
up early to milk the cows, feed the horses, pigs, chickens and so forth. These were
called chores. Then you ate breakfast after which you curried and harnessed the
horses or gassed up the tractors for doing the work in the fields. You would stop for a
noon meal called dinner for 1 hour then back to work in the fields till evening. You came
home, put the horses back in the barn to water and feed them and hang up the harness.
You then ate supper which was the evening meal. After supper you did the milking, let
the cows out to pasture, fed the pigs and chickens, picked the eggs, and don’t forget to
feed the dog. This was the end of a summer day.
Dad bought a new F-12 tractor, a McCormick & Deering
(International) in 1937. This sure was a lot better then using farm
horses. I did most of the field work now that I was driving a new
tractor and because I was now the oldest boy at home. My two
older brothers were both in the CCC camps (Civilian

My 1929 Chevy, visiting
Freddy at Itaska.

Conservation Corps) to help support the family at home. These were government
projects run by the army which were almost like being in the army. Another government
program was the W.P.A. which was a program for the fathers to work and earn some
money. Their tools were an ax pick and a shovel. If you had a team and wagon to haul
gravel or a scraper to move dirt you would get more
money. Dad had a
team of mules named Pete and Jack to haul
gravel or move dirt.
These projects were to gravel
roads and they
helped to build the
Marsh Lake Dam
and the Churchill
Dam. These
programs were
by President
Franklin D.
Roosevelt to help
the people and the
economy.
In 1938 I also
learned how to
run a threshing
machine with help
from a neighbor. For
this job you had to be there first
in the morning to get
the threshing machine ready to go and
the last to go home.
The machine had to be taken away from the straw
piles every night in case of fire. My oldest brother Freddy came home to stay from the
CCC camps, since he had served for 5 years, which was the limit allowed. So now it
was my turn to do something else to make a living. I still stayed home. Dad had a
Model-A Ford truck so I did a little trucking, hauling grain to town, and pigs to market.
Dad also traded for another new tractor that was needed to pull a bigger plow. Dad
took me with him. Dixon owned the International dealership. The tractor was an F-20
Farm-All on rubber tires. No one had rubber tired tractors. This day when we looked at
tractors, there was a stalled tractor on Main Street in Marietta. They were going to use
the rubber tire F-20 to pull it to the shop. They asked me to go with. I did and thought
no way could this tractor do that. I thought it would just spin its wheels on that hard
road without steel lugs. To my surprise it did it with ease, no slipping! I drove that
tractor home for plowing that fall. A lot of neighbors came to watch it work. The tires
were much better than the steel lug wheels and a lot cleaner.
Notice
If you had worked for the South Dakota School for the Blind, please let us know
when and what you did there.
Thanks!

Can you help by sending your tax deductable donation to
Gary Historical Assoc. Building Fund
P.O. Box 83, Gary, SD 57237
The Gary Historical Ass’n is a not-for profit 501c3 organization. Your gift is tax deductable.

GARY ALL-SCHOOL REUNION July 04, 2010
Everyone who ever attended the Gary Public School is invited to the
20th Annual School Reunion
Date:
SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2010
Place:
BUFFALO RIDGE RESORT GARY, SD
Time:
REGISTRATION beginning at 10:30 A.M.
Activities:
LUNCH served from 11:00 until everyone has had a chance to eat.
Pork Tenderloin, 2 salads and desert. We would appreciate preregistering so we can get an idea
of how many to prepare for.
Cost: $9.00 per person advance tickets by June 14, 2010
$12.00 at the door
Agenda: 1:00p.m. Welcome by President of Gary Historical Association and Overview
Short Business Meeting, Election of Officers,
Class Introductions – one person per class
2:00p.m. School Song, Visiting with Classmates and Friends

Tours will be provided of the Buffalo Ridge Complex after the reunion.
*******************************************************************************

GARY SCHOOL REUNION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President: Wendell Peden,
(605-484-1920)
Vice-President: Travis Baer,
(605-520-3334)
Secretary: Barbara Giese, 108 4th Street West, Clear Lake, SD 57226 (605-874-8238)
Treasurer: Sharlotte Baer, 705 Lac Qui Parle St, Gary, SD 57237 (605-272-2207)
The Gary Historical Ass’n lost the roof of the museum due to snow load. We can use your
financial help, please.

The Gary Historical Ass’n is a not-for profit 501c3 organization. Your gift is tax deductable.

Would you like to save some money by preregistering?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please register _____ persons @ $9.00 each. I am enclosing a check for
a total of $___________ made out to Gary Alumni.
Signed: ________________________Class of ______________
Please send to Sharlotte Baer, 705 Lac Qui Parle St., Gary, SD 57237
PRINTED BY DNB NATIONAL BANK

